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IS SUMMER HERE?
Spring seems finally to have arrived – and summer will not be far behind!! This newsletter covers both spring AND summer (June and July) since your editor will be away at the end of June!  But ERPC does not shutter its doors in the summer.  We welcome back our seasonal visitors and keep on getting together to worship, serve and have fun.  Read on!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

ERPC's Vacation Bible School is just a month away.  The dates are Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 8th, 9:00-12:00...with optional daycare after 12:00 for those who need it! We will be surfin', rockin', headin' to the beach, and most of all learning about the Lord!  If you would like to volunteer for snack, skits, decor, games, or teaching, there will be signup sheets soon! Thank you, in advance, for helping with this ministry!  Special request from Amy: does anyone have any beach or surf gear we can borrow for décor, skits and games?  See Amy Alexander.
FLY FISHING CAMP

There is still room for a couple of participants in the first ERPC fly fishing camp to be held July 10 – 15 for kids aged 10 to 17.  All participants will have an adult fishing buddy.  If you know someone who would be intereste, contact Herb Luhman (SHLuhman@msn.com) or Bob Willoughby (bwiloby@comcast.net.)

Warm words from a gardener!

There is an old saying, "You never really love or appreciate flowers until you become a gardener". I hope at ERPC that is not true. Even those among us who don't garden surely love and appreciate the lush green lawn and berms and  the colorful and beautiful flower pots and flower beds. Although several people have helped make this possible, the majority of the time and effort have come from Jim Spiker and Tom and Ruth Powers. So in appreciation of all they have done, try to take a few minutes to thank them for beautifying our surroundings. With gratitude, Brenda Lee

Class of 2011

Raleigh Addington, Remson Allard and Ali Feeney all graduated from Battle Mountain high school at the end of May.  A sincere congratulations and best wishes go out to all of them. No matter where you wander, ERPC will always welcome you home!!

Seminary Intern

The ERPC Personnel Team is pleased to announce that we have hired a 2011-12 Seminary Intern!  Brian Lays will become join ERPC on August 1st.  Brian recently graduated from Whitworth University  (alma mater of both Rob and Barb Wilson!) with a major in Spanish and a minor in Theology.  Raised in the Denver area and a member of Wellshire Presbyterian Church, Brian brings a wealth of experience to this new position.  Look for more details to come on welcoming Brian to ERPC!

HIGHLANDS SUMMER CAMPS

Highlands Camp and Retreat Center, the Presbyterian camp in Allenspark, just south of Estes Park, starts its camping season in just a few weeks. It has specific camps for elementary schoolers as well as middle and high school aged kids.  In the middle and high school camps, you can choose a “regular” session or ones that specialize in adventure, horses, MAD (music, art and drama). There are also some intergenerational special sessions.  Highlands believes all kids should be able to have the camp experience so there are “camperships” to help with costs for those who can’t afford it.   The best way to learn more is on their website: www.highlandscamp.org. 

June 5th Service

Thanks to Dwight Blackstock for filling in for Rob this week and to Laura Howard for playing the piano! Our beloved pastor spent the day, along with 2 other “ERPC-ers” riding in the Elephant Rock bicycle event in Castlerock.  These good folks joined 52 other enthusiasts to ride and raise money for the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership.  This is the second year that the ZMP has had a “team” in the huge event (over 8000 riders!)  This year we hope to raise even more than last year’s $15,000.  And our riders should come home with great jerseys!!

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

3S: Youth Bible Study: The 3rd Sunday of each month is 3S: a Bible Study for kids ages 12 – 18.  We gather downstairs after the worship service for snacks, games, Bible reading and discussion.  Next meeting: June 19th.

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on the first and third Monday of the month.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the second and fourth Fridays of the month. For up-to-date information call Scott Leonard at 376-7971. Check the website for information about summer camp: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx 

Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education: Beginning on May 1st,  Norma Horton is leading an eight week study entitled “Can You Hear Me Now?”  Its purpose is to enhance the believer's awareness of God's communication in the universe. A few of the weeks' topics are: God's General Revelation and His Specific Revelation; the Paradox of Hearing God; Is It You, God?; and the Constant Hum of God's Voice. The class meets on Sunday at 8:30AM  in the library.  Please join us!

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group: We meet the first Thursday of every month (except January and July).  Our next meeting will be August 3rd.  We are reading Kathleen Norris’ book “Cloister Walk.” Please consider joining in this fun...and enlightening...activity!  For more information call or email Gretchen Hatley at 949-0214 or glhatley@hotmail.com.
Men’s Bible Study:   We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Exodus. 

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Jeremiah.   All women are welcome, every week or once in a while! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How you are greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contac are Sharman Green (sharmco@gmail.com or 926-3896.)  NOTE:  Sharman is looking for someone to take over this responsibility.  She’ll give you great support.  If you are the one: call her!!!

Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Much of our congregation enjoys this time after worship to visit and linger in fellowship. Now is the time for many more folks to look at their calendars and sign up for May, June, July and August.  Don't be afraid to commit ahead of time!  You will receive a reminder the week before your chosen Sunday and you can always reschedule if your schedule changes. Please contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or (970) 949 – 0214 if you have any questions about this ministry opportunity.  

Calling All Prayer Warriors:  Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476 - 6427.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee organizes folks to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes at 926-5965 or barb.lukes@gmail.com.
Birthdays:

June

Harry Ducharme   6/13     Sayer Addington  6/16

Barb Minervini       6/18     Colleen Davis
6/26

Rick Beitling          6/27     Brennan Koenig
6/27

Emma Stamp        6/29     Ruth Powers
6/30


July

Monica McCarroll   7/8       Addison Smith
7/9

Gretchen Hatley     7/10     Kathy Scanlan
7/13

Christi Howell         7/18     Rich Grayson
7/26

George Grayson    7/29


FELLOWSHIP

Round Table Dinners:  The date for the next dinner will be Saturday, June 25th.  Participants can sign up to host or just attend.  Hosts are usually responsible for the main course.  Participants bring all the rest!  Look for a signup sheet in the coming weeks.  Contact Jennie Koenig with any questions.

 

Free Concert:  Please come out and join us for a free Thursday night concert at the Eagle Park in July.  Look for more information in Directional Signals.

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   Check out the Wednesday night dinner as a way to get involved in the ministries of our church.  If you have a little time to volunteer between the hours of 4:30 and 7:30 any Wednesday night we would love to have you help us out.  We need people to help with set up, food prep, food serving, and clean-up.  Pick any way to help that has appeal to you and fits into your schedule.  We have been serving an average of 27 to 28 people each Wednesday for the past year and they are most appreciative of the program.  You can sign up on the clipboard in the narthex or you can contact Don MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, August Wittenberg, Martha Petrie, or Sean and Jennie Koenig.  

MISSION 

Prison Mission:  In May,  Randall Horton, Sandy Smith and Pastor Rob went to visit Chaplain Dan and his ministry at Buena Vista State Prison, a medium security facility.  The visit was extremely powerful event for those who went.  Sandy wrote: “My feelings about the visit were that the inmates we had conversations with are very, very committed to our Lord. They spend a lot of time in Bible study and discussion. They also feel that Chaplain Dan is extremely important in their faith walk. I was surprised by how articulate and well-spoken these men were. And they have a whole lot of love for each other.”  As a result of the visit the Mission Committee is going to explore ways in which ERPC can become involved with this ministry.  If you would like to hear more about the visit, feel free to contact Randall, Sandy or Rob.

Zimbabwe: ERPC continues to support the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. It is even more important now that one of its founders, Ralph Pippett, has died. Ralph was discovered to have an inoperable brain tumor and died after just a couple of months.  If you are interested in becoming more involved, please contact Ruth Powers or Rob.

Honduras Mission Trip:  Thanks to all of you who have helped collect supplies for the trip. The big ugly suitcases are packed but we still welcome financial donations to help cover some of the costs of prescription medications and supplies for nurses and midwives.  Checks can be made out to ERPC. Write "Honduras mission support" on the memo line. Please keep the group from ERPC in your prayers as we join others from across the country to provide dental and medical care in the town of San Luis in the mountains of Honduras. ERPC members of the team are:  Barbara Wilson, Gunnar Wilson, Barbara's mother Joyce Klava, Karen Gilbert, Linda Wohleber and her daughter Robin, Kent and Martha Petrie. The total number going from Colorado will be 21 this year, a good group.  Muchas gracias to you all for your support!

New Members: If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like information please contact August Wittenberg at august@saynomorepromotions.com or 328–0105.
SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  The leader of this effort, Martha Petrie, says there will be a break until the end of the June mission trip.  She’ll start again after that. So if you are interested, you can still contact Martha. The  soldiers need mostly personal care items, snacks, and microwavable food. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  

New Walls!  We have started on a joint project with Habitat to build 6' walls, plus regular doors, in the basement for their offices and a conference room, and a room and storage area for church use. We could use volunteers for framing, wallboarding, and painting starting immediately and over the next couple of weeks. See Tom Powers (926 – 9302 or tfpowers77@aol.com.)
MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. There are also links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

The e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 
Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthpowers1@aol.com.) 
pastor to people,  june/july  ‘11
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land…” (Exodus 20:12).

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young…” (I Timothy 4:12)

 When it comes to fostering faith in a multi-generational church, our Christian scriptures hold two great injunctions in tension.  

First, the Bible addresses young people and calls them to hold their parents in honor.  Contemporary author John Eldridge speaks of the church re-claiming and re-commissioning the office of sage.  In a culture that is consumed with youthful appearance and lifestyle, reclaiming the office of sage may seem counter-cultural.    The second biblical injunction involves the honoring of children, youth and young adults.  Parents must always remember that to be honored first and foremost means acting in honorable ways.  The sage must always be sure to heed Paul’s wisdom to his young understudy, Timothy, whom he encourages to act in a way that won’t allow anyone to look down upon his youth.

Eagle River Presbyterian Church truly is a multi-generational church and our summer, 2011 programming will seek to live out these two great biblical mandates.

*On Sunday, June 5th Pastor Rob Wilson, one other adult and one ERPC youth will participate in the Team 

Zimbabwe Elephant Rock Ride to benefit the children of Zimbabwe who are blessed by our Zimbabwe Mission Partnership.

*From July 5th through July 8th, we will have our annual Vacation Bible School, seeking to share the love of Christ with our Kindergarteners through 11 year olds.  Adults from ERPC are encouraged to help out that week.  

*The 1st Annual Fly-Fishing Camp began with “two wise sages” of ERPC who envisioned combining the gift of mentorship, fly-fishing and Christian spirituality.  They have designed a special week of activities from July 11th through July 15th.  Not only do we look forward to learning to fly-fish, but this experience promises opportunity to deepen the two great age-related mandates of our faith.

*Finally, the Personnel and Christian Education teams are happy to announce the hiring of our first Seminary Intern.  Brian Lays will join our church family on August 1st.  Some of Brian’s time will be spent working with our young people (5th Grade and up). Another major aspect will be exposing Brian to the full range of ministry responsibilities carried by a pastor.  

Rejoice in the summer of 2011 as we live our identity as a multi-generational church!  Rejoice that the summer of 2011 will see us balancing two great mandates of the church and modeling it for our world.  

Blessings, Rob
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