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SPECIAL MUSIC

On the last Sunday in September we were treated to an inspiring concert by Charles Johnson.  This month we have another opportunity to hear world class musicians:  On Wednesday, October 6th, the group Inner Journeys will present  Jazz In Sacred Spaces in the ERPC  sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.   Be sure to put this one on your calendar and invite your friends.

Inner Journeys, with Bob Ravenscroft on piano, Dwight Kilian on bass, Rob Moore on drums, and Mario Barnabe as video improviser, is part of Music Serving the Word Ministries, which exists to worship God through music and art forms.  This Jazz In Sacred Spaces concert combines jazz standards, improvisational jazz, a passionate, spiritual influence, and experimental video into an unrehearsed, live experience that is new and different.  

FALL FESTIVAL

                                                       [image: image1.wmf]                           

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 22nd and come to the church to celebrate the season.  There will be a pumpkin patch, costumes, food and games – and we are inviting lots of our neighbors.  The first 100 kids who come in costume will receive a free pumpkin. The fellowship team team is putting on this community outreach event and needs lots of volunteers. If you are able to help with any part, sign-up in the foyer.  For questions please contact Jennie Koenig: j_hursey@yahoo.com or 328-1993. 

CHRISTMAS
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Hard to imagine that we need to think about the Christmas season while the aspens are still golden and the afternoon temperatures are in the 70s!!  But there are a couple of important Christmas activities that have a long lead time!!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  We are happy to announce that ERPC will be participating in Operation Christmas Child again this year. It has been wonderful to watch this Mission grow over the last three years at our church and throughout our community. Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations worldwide through simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and evangelistic materials that tell the Good News of God's love. 
The Johnson family will be collecting boxes for Operation Christmas Child at ERPC this fall. There will be a table set up in the foyer of the church starting October 16th to provide information and shoebox labels. Jill will be collecting boxes each Sunday  at the church or anytime at their home in Singletree (252 Hackamore Road). The last day that Jill can accept a box will be Sunday, November 13th. You can get more information about this ministry online. Visit www.samaritanspurse.org. You can also make a donation online and register your shoebox to find out its destination. If you have any questions please call Jill at 688-1769.
CHRISTMAS WREATHS:  Once again – as she has for MANY years - Sharman Green will be organizing our annual Christmas wreath and centerpiece sale.  Not only does this provide you with lovely greens at a good price, but it raises funds for ERPC.  This money is usually designated by Session for one or more of the missions outreach  programs supported by ERPC.  Sharman will kick off the sale on October 9th.

MISSION

In connection with our focus on mission, and following the order set by the Mission Team (see page 3 for more info), a different mission supported by ERPC will be highlighted each month.  For October it is the prison ministry in Buena Vista. To remind you:   In May,  Randall Horton, Sandy Smith and Pastor Rob went to visit Chaplain Dan and his ministry at Buena Vista State Prison, a medium security facility.  The visit was extremely powerful event for those who went.  Sandy wrote: “My feelings about the visit were that the inmates we had conversations with are very, very committed to our Lord. They spend a lot of time in Bible study and discussion. They also feel that Chaplain Dan is extremely important in their faith walk. I was surprised by how articulate and well-spoken these men were. And they have a whole lot of love for each other.”  As a result of the visit the Mission Team has recommended that ERPC provide financial support to this work.  We are hoping to have a visit from Chaplain Dan in the near future.   If you would like to hear more about the visit, feel free to contact Randall, Sandy or Rob.

CONFIRMATION

ERPC will be offering a confirmation class beginning on Sunday evening, October 16th. We will learn about theology, Presbyterianism and more!  Contact Brian Lays for more information (brian.lays@gmail.com).
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. 
HELP WANTED – by AMY A.!

Amy always needs help with our 3-5 year olds. Your lesson is written out for you, and Amy is right next door!  She would love to have you, and promises you'll be blessed!  Sign up is on the table heading downstairs.  Thank you for considering!

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) and  Wyldlife (middle school) have started up again. This year there is an additional Young Life group located “down valley”. They meet on Wednesdays.  The “up valley” group continues to meet on Mondays, while Wyldlife meets two Fridays each month.  For up-to-date information call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 or check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx. 

Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education: Rob continues to lead his “Pulpit Roundtable” group.  Each week we discuss the proposed topic and scripture for the following week. The class meets weekly at 8:15 AM in the library.
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group: We meet the first Thursday of every month (except January and July).  Our next meeting will be October 7th  at the home of Barbara Kusske in Eagle Ranch. Let Barb know if you are coming (kusskeb@yahoo.com). Our book is “The Summit” by Eric Alexander.  Eric has been invited to be with us. For more information email or call Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or 949-0214.

Men’s Bible Study:   We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Romans. 

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Ezekiel.   All women are welcome, every week or once in a while.  Watch for announcements as to whether we will meet at the or at Ella’s in Minturn.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (427 Howard Street.) Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information. 

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How you are greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact are Sharman Green (sharmco@gmail.com or 926-3896.)  

Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Much of our congregation enjoys this time after worship to linger and visit. Now is the time for many more folks to look at their calendars and sign up for the rest of 2011.  Don't be afraid to commit ahead of time!  You will receive a reminder the week before your chosen Sunday and you can always reschedule if you need to.  Please contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or (970) 949 – 0214 if you have any questions about this ministry opportunity.  

Calling All Prayer Warriors:  Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476 – 6427.
Special Request

We have been asked by our partners in the Presbytery of Zimbabwe to pray specifically for the needs of that country, particularly for continued development of adequate health facilities.  Please remember the people of Zimbabwe as you pray.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee organizes meals for church families who need them during times of illness or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes at 926-5965 or barb.lukes@gmail.com.
Birthdays:      October

Emma Jean Mader

10/1

Oran Palmeteer

10/3

Doris Beitling

10/5

Barb Spiker


10/14

Ella Burnett


10/16

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:  The need for volunteers to help at the Wednesday night dinner is on-going.  Check out the clipboard in the foyer to see where the needs are.  Donations of food or grocery cards are also welcome.  New volunteers, including groups who might want to host a dinner sometime are especially welcome! Hosting means you do all the planning, prep, serving and clean-up.  Seth and Erin Cook recently did this, as has Brad Stamp in the past.  If you have any questions please contact Sandy Smith (476 – 6427), Martha Petrie (949 – 5175), Don MacLachlan, August Wittenberg (328–0105), or Sean or Jennie Koenig.

MISSION : The Mission team has tentatively identified 12 concerns. One will be highlighted to the congregation each month.  The 12 are: Zimbabwe Mission Partnership,  World Vision,  Loaves & Fishes, Peacemaking Offering,  The Door, Honduras Mission Trip, Metro Care Ring, Presbytery of Denver Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Buena Vista Prison Ministry, Alternative Gift Market,  Christmas Joy Offering.  If you are interested in becoming active in the external mission of ERPC, please contact August Wittenberg at 328–0105 or  august@saynomorepromotions.com.
NEW MEMBERS: If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like information, please contact August Wittenberg at august@saynomorepromotions.com or 328–0105.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Parents with Small Children:  This group has remained one of the more consistent of the small groups formed  at ERPC a few years ago.  They quietly go about having periodic dinners to which both parents AND children are invited!  If you  are interested in knowing more about this group, please talk to Pastor Rob and he will connect you!

Quilters:   We are in the middle of  a round of quilts (17 :  four family quilts and thirteen for children!)  for the families who will live in the four houses being built by Habitat for Humanity this year.  If you are interested in becoming involved, please contact Barb Kusske at 328 – 3867.  We can use workers AND donations!!
Soldier Support: The quilting group continues to make and send quilts to Operation Quiet Comfort.  The quilts go to service men and women who have been wounded.  If you are interested in this important service to those serving our country overseas, please contact Martha Petrie for more information (949-5175.)
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  

It has been a very active spring and summer - as has been reported in earlier newsletters. Most recently, all the older carpeting, as well as the tile floors in the kitchen and baths, was cleaned by Rocky Mountain Carpet Cleaning of Minturn. Most of the work was donated by Manny, whose parents were members of the Minturn church for many years before moving out of the Valley. Very, very grateful thanks to Manny!! We also planted eight cottonwoods on the north side of the new parking area to extend the line of the existing cottonwoods, restained the front porch and the decks and stairs on the south side of the church, and are just finishing up the installation (thank you Bud and Jan Passchier) of 29 feet of kitchen-type cabinets in the Habitat conference room (which will be ours when and if Habitat ever moves out). The cabinets came from a Corderilla house and were donated to the Habitat ReStore. That project completes the basement upgrade.

ERPC IS ON FACEBOOK!

If you are on Facebook, be sure to send a “friend” message to Eagle River Presbyterian Church. You can also “like” the places page.  The church wall is updated daily with a Bible verse and with announcements about our church community.  If you are not on Facebook, here’s a reason to try it out!

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. There are  also links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell: 688 – 0447.  

Brian Lays: Brian can be reached by email at brian.lays@gmail.com or on his cell (303) 847-2161.
The e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthpowers1@aol.com.)
OUTSIDE OUR DOORS

FREE DENTAL CLINIC

Our own Paul and Jean Corcoran, and their staff are providing a day of free dental work for those in the community who cannot afford to pay for this necessity.  It is first come first served, so tell your friends or co-workers who might benefit.  They will be doing general check-ups, cleaning and extractions. The day is Saturday, October 8th. The place is Dr. Corcoran’s office -  located at 953 South Frontage Road in Vail.

Pastor to People,  October  ‘11
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You have reached for your Bible for a moment of comfort, inspiration or encouragement.  You naturally turn to the New Testament and start from the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel.  The story of Mary and Joseph transitions to the wise men and before you know it you are encountering Jesus, the adult.  But by the end of the fifth chapter, you find a sense of interest rather than inspiration, disturbing questions instead of encouragement, confusion rather than comfort. When reading the gospels, it doesn’t take long before you come to what biblical scholar F.F. Bruce called “The Hard Sayings of Jesus”.  

Some sayings of Jesus are difficult because of what Jesus asks us to do:  ‘”turn the other cheek”’, “love your enemies”, “take up your cross”.  Some of these sayings are hard because we are bewildered as to what Jesus actually is saying:  “lead us not into temptation”, “you must be perfect”, and “the unforgiveable sin against the Holy Spirit”.  Some of the sayings of Jesus are difficult because they demand something of us that we are not sure we can give:  “sell your possessions and come follow me”,  “pluck out your right eye” and do not “commit murder or adultery in your heart”.  

If you are like most people, you do not linger long at these hard sayings but choose to read them quickly, hop over them or possibly take a moment to ponder, “did Jesus really just say that?”  Many casual or even serious readers of the Bible decide to leave such hard sayings to scholars, priests and pastors to interpret.  Over the course of the next 8 weeks we are going to discover a different way to encounter these difficult sayings of Jesus.  

Our sermons will not only focus on eight of the most difficult sayings of Jesus, they will provide you with interpretive tools and a license to employ those tools when you encounter the hard sayings of Jesus.  No longer will these sayings force you to skip over them or worse yet, abandon the gospels all together.  My hope is that you will come to welcome these hard sayings as athletes welcome their training.  By pushing the body and asking hard work of it, the athlete’s muscles grow.  The weight lifter only becomes stronger through the strain and burn of lifting heavier weights.  So too with the hard sayings of Jesus.  Instead of viewing them as too difficult to be understood, they actually can be seen as opportunities to grow in your faith journey.  I welcome you on this journey.  

The truth is that Jesus knew that he was saying many “hard” things.  He meant them to be hard in order to enrich our journey of faith.  And at the end of these eight weeks, we may also come to discover the truth of Mark Twain’s quote: “It ain't those parts of the Bible that I can't understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand.”
Blessings, Rob
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