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ERPC’S NEW LOOK!!

If you haven’t been to the church in a few weeks, you have a pleasant surprise in store!!  Not only are there 35 new parking spaces to the east of the old lot and 7  new spaces on the north side of the old lot, but the “back yard” has its new look!!   The berm has been sculptured and seeded with natural grasses, the large rocks placed and a total of 12 new Colorado blue spruce trees planted (including one at the entrance to the church driveway.)  And last – but not least – irrigation has been installed in the new lawn area and it has been covered with sod.
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Berm, Trees and Boulders!!
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New Parking (35 spaces!)

WHAT’S TO COME

In the near future the old parking area will be seal coated and all of it will be restriped (can any of you even see the old stripes??!)  There will be two new handicapped spaces (next to the old ones.) In the back you may notice a mound of grass close to our river overlook mediation area.  That will become a memorial garden with more trees, bushes and flowers, planted in memory of friends and family of ERPC.   The plan also calls for more trees on the berm.  They will be deciduous.  If you would like to donate one or more of them, please let the B and G folks know.

All of ERPC: members, friends, visitors, renters, periodic users owe a BIG thank you to Brad Stamp and Tom Powers.  Others too numerous to mention have been involved in this process, but Brad and Tom have shouldered the burden and accomplished the task!  We have our new “runway” so let’s keep on growing into it!! 

Fall Fun Night - 2010

To be held this year at Calvary Chapel, October 31st, 4pm-7pm, this will be a family friendly and non-scary Halloween event for our community.  We are looking for ERPC volunteers to help with set up, working the games, or clean up.  As in years past we will have a bucket in the foyer for candy donations. There is also a volunteer signup sheet in the foyer and look for Directional Signal updates.  We need all volunteers signed up by October 24th!  Please contact Jennie Koenig with any questions (328-1993.) She will be the main contact for all questions as well as the coordinator between ERPC and Calvary Chapel.

Christmas Wreath Fundraiser
Again this year holiday centerpieces and wreaths made with beautiful noble fir from Washington State will be on sale through ERPC. Sharman Green is again coordinating and will be giving us more information throughout the month of October. This is a FUNDRAISER – so get your friends and family to participate!  

Tanzania Mission Trip

Martha and Kent Petrie are off to Africa again for three weeks on another medical mission trip.  They will be working with the USAID Child Survival Project and the maternal and child health programs of Haydom Lutheran Hospital, helping with the training and support of midwives.  Please keep them and their co-workers in your prayers.

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.
Youth Groups: Young Life (high school) has started. This fall it will meet at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church (corner of Lake Creek Road and Route #6) on Sundays from 5:06 PM till 6:14 PM.   Wyldlife – for middle schoolers – will meet the first and third Fridays of the month.  The first meeting each month will be in the gym at Vail Christian High School.  The second meeting will be an adventure of some kind. Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for more information. Also, check their website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education:  Watch Directional Signals for more information. 

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  The October meeting will be on the 7th, at the home of Sherry Bunting in Wildridge.  The book is “Messy Spirituality” by Michael Yaconelli.  Let Sherry know if you are coming (845-6319).    Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share, a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis.  NOTE – this group is AGAIN donating a morning to Habitat.  On October 4th, we will have our regular meeting and then head to the work site in Edwards to build from 9 AM until noon. Lunch will be provided and you are welcome to work all day!!
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM. We will be meeting on Ella’s deck in Minturn throughout the summer.  We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Isaiah.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every week or once in a while. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A new Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)
Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Hospitality Needs Help!   

 Please fill in the blanks if you can.

October 3           _____________________ 

October 10         _____________________ 

October 17         _____________________ 

October 24         Michelle Courtney 

October 31        Ruth Powers

Questions:  call Nancy Wright at:  949-5885 or email at:  ngw@vail.net
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965  barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
Birthdays:

   August

Emma Jean Mader

10/1

Oran Palmeteer

10/3

Doris Beitling

10/5

Barb Spiker


10/14

Ella Burnett


10/16

FELLOWSHIP

 

Fellowship Team update - Thank you to all who joined in for round table dinners on September 18th!  A great time was had by all so look for the next "round" in January!

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Our program is a proud recipient of a grant from Vail Valley Cares which supports many worthy causes here in our valley.  As you clean out your closets and garages getting ready for winter, take your give- away items to the Thrifty Stores sponsored by Vail Valley Cares.  Proceeds from the sales in those stores fund the grants that are distributed to local causes.  We also received a grant from Eagle County Health and Human Services that generously went to purchase food for our program (as well as other hot meal programs here in our valley.)  We have a full freezer of meat thanks to that grant (anyone using the pantry freezer - be sure the door is shut tight when you close it).  And thanks to the Hortons for offering to supply dessert for our dinners on a regular basis, a huge and delicious help. Anyone out there looking for a volunteer opportunity?  We welcome new people any time their schedules allow.  Check the signup sheet on the clipboard in the foyer or contact Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, August Wittenburg, Sean and Jennie Koenig, Don MacLachlan, Pam DelBosco, or Martha Petrie if you want additional information.
MISSION: Foreign and Domestic!
DOOR: The Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Leader for domestic mission trips which we hope to do every other year. We plan to use Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  See the website at www.doornetwork.org. If you are interested please contact Craig Cormack at 970.926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com.
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302.)

Honduras Medical/Dental Mission Trip 

June 2011


We've got the dates. Now we need the team from Colorado!  Trip dates are June 17th - June 28th, 2011.  Cure International sponsors the trips and many people from our church and our community have gone on it in years past.  Contact Kent and Martha Petrie for more information and watch/listen for other announcements in church.  Deadline for applications will be around the first of the year and volunteers are taken based on how soon you sign up, relevant training you may have, and whether you have been before.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

For an update on the parking lot and landscaping projects, please see the front page.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  Six boxes have been mailed over the past two months to men and women in uniform in either Iraq or Afghanistan.  We are beginning to gear  up to sending items that are needed in the winter time, such as warm  sturdy socks for boots, hand and foot warmers, tea, coffee, hot  chocolate.  Donations of personal care items or store bought snacks are always welcome, as are batteries, games, recent DVDs, etc.  Boxes cost $12.50 to mail so helping with postage is another way to support this effort.  The quilting group sent 4 more quilts to Operation Quiet Comfort.  The quilts go to service men and women who have been wounded.  And lastly, personal notes are always needed to include in the boxes that we send.  Please contact Martha Petrie for more information (949-5175.)
MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. On the website you will also find links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.
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pastor to people, october  ‘10

In my spare time, I have taken to coaching young goalkeepers in the Vail Valley Soccer Club.  I have loved coaching this specialized position so much that over the years I have memorized training sessions.  I begin with the basics and last week was no different.  I began by asking the question:  “What is our #1 rule in goalkeeping”?  I will leave the correct answer to your imagination but one young person blurted out:  “always keep your eye on the ball”.  I quickly said, “not quite, anyone else?” before seeing that my young goalkeeper was looking at me quizzically.  Before I could field another answer he asked bluntly, “well, why not?”  I quickly realized that I had fallen victim to “old-timers” thinking.  “Old-timers” thinking can also be defined in Christian terms as the “Seven Last Words of the Church”.  Christ spoke seven phrases while dying on the cross - known as “the seven last words of Christ.”   Some assert the “seven last words of the church” before we die are “We’ve always done it that way before”.  

In effect, my young friend was right.  Indeed, “always keeping your eye on the ball” is one of the basic rules of goalkeeping and some might even say it is the number one rule.  More importantly, this young lad taught me a lesson about discipleship.  If we assert that Jesus Christ is a risen savior and thus alive and at work in the world…. and if we assert that the Holy Spirit is active in carrying out and choreographing the will of God in the world, then 

it is dangerous as the church to take the lead and assume that God will follow us.  In fact, our young goalkeeper gives us the cure to “in the box”, “Old-timers” disease:  “always keep your eye on…Christ”.  

In fact, this is our fundamental calling as individual Christians and as the church.  Our daily question needs to be:  “where are you leading me today, Lord?”  Our discernment as a church needs to be:  “how are you asking us to live out our calling, Lord”?  Both of these questions make us assert that we are not in charge of our lives but rather that we follow the One who is “the Way, the Truth and the Life”.  

As Presbyterians who were born out of the reformation of the church in the sixteenth century, our motto became:  “Reformed and always reforming according to the Word of God”.  I have been excited to watch where our Lord has led us at Eagle River Presbyterian Church over the last several months.  I am being challenged to ask the questions, “where are you leading us, Lord?” and “how are you calling us to reform ourselves?” so that we may follow you more faithfully.  

There are new Bible Studies emerging, new ministries taking shape, new members joining our journey and all the while we must ask firmly fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, to see where he leads. 

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







