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Rob and the quilt – a gift to the Presbytery of Zimbabwe

ZIMBABWE

Rob is off to Africa – Zimbabwe to be specific.  He will be gone for about two weeks as a part of a delegation from the Denver Presbytery.  Please read his letter on the back page to find out more about what he and the delegation will be seeing and doing.

PRESBYTERY

Rob has also just been elected to the office of Vice – Moderator of the Denver Presbytery for 2011.  That means that – barring some unforeseen event – he will be the Moderator in 2012.  The Moderator is the senior officer of the Presbytery. Fortunately the Presbytery has a 

very good staff to handle day to day issues and Rob says his new position – though more visible – will not take any more of his time than  his present Presbytery activities already do. We are proud of Rob and happy that his many talents are recognized beyond our small valley!

LOOKING AHEAD

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: The Johnson family has started collecting boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  The last day for collection will be Sunday, November 14th. The boxes, filled with small toys and other gifts, will be delivered by Samaritan’s Purse to children throughout the world. To learn more about the whole program, go to www.samaritanspurse.org.  If you have questions about the ERPC program, Call Jill Johnson at 688-1769.
HANGING OF THE GREENS: We will decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas season on Saturday, November 27th at 10AM.  People are needed to help.  Talk to Sharman Green (926-3896) if you have questions.

WREATHS: The last day to participate in the church fundraiser and place an order for Christmas wreaths/greenery will be after church on Sunday, November 7th. Come with cash or check and buy a great Maine wreath   

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET: With the first Sunday in Advent (November 28th) comes our annual Alternative Gift Market.  This is your chance to find the perfect gift for that person who already “has everything.”  Chances are he or she would rather provide food to a starving child, help build a Habitat house or support victims of domestic abuse in our valley, than get another “thing”.  We have several opportunities for you, including World Vision, Heifer Project International, Habitat for Humanity and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Each organization is connected in some way to ERPC and every dollar that you spend on a “gift” will go directly to that organization.  Please consider our Alternative Gift as you plan your Christmas shopping.

DEDICATION SUNDAY

Our annual pledge “season” officially ends on November 7, 2010 – which we call Dedication Sunday.   Please bring your pledge forms with you that day and  dedicate them to God that day.  If you have any questions about the pledging process or the ERPC budget, contact Morris Hatley at 949-0214.

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.
Youth Groups:  This fall Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church (corner of Lake Creek Road and Route #6) on Sundays from 5:06 PM till 6:14 PM.   Wyldlife – for middle schoolers – meets the first and third Fridays of the month.  The first meeting each month will be in the gym at Vail Christian High School.  The second meeting will be an adventure of some kind. Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for more information. Also, check their website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.  

Adult Sunday Education:  Watch Directional Signals for more information. 

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  The November meeting will be on the 4th, at the home of Ann Rosenwald in Singletree.  The book is Leaving Church, A Memoir of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor.  Let Ann know if you are coming (926-0508).    Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share, a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM and are back to meeting in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Isaiah.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every week or once in a while. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A new Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)
Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Hospitality needs help!  Thanks to those of you who have signed up in the past and to those who will sign up in the future. Please help us fill in the blanks.  If you need help making coffee, would like to be reimbursed for food expense, or would like help cleaning up afterwards or if you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to give us a call or send an email.  Thanks, Nancy Wright:  949-5885 or ngw@vail.net Gretchen Hatley:  949-0214 or glhatley@homail.com.
November 7th        ___________________________
November 14th                Jean Dennison
November 21st       ___________________________
November 28th       ___________________________ 
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965 barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
Birthdays:

November 

Sandi Agneberg      11/1      Terry Pierson
   11/5

Olivia Grayson
       11/10     Raleigh Addington    11/16

Dietmar Fritsch       11/21     Marsha Marshall       11/23

Camille Cooper       11/26     Roy Addington
   11/27

Barb Lukes
       11/27     Jean Chatterton
   11/30

FELLOWSHIP

 

As we approach the holiday season, we decided that our November get-together should be at Bowlmor in Eagle.  This means that no one has to plan anything to eat.  No one has to clean up afterwards.  Just come on out to the bowling alley for some fun on Sunday, November 14th at 4 pm.  We’ll have lanes reserved for at least 2 hours.  If you want anything to eat or drink, you are more than welcome to order something but you’ll pay for that on your own.  Fellowship committee will be assisting with the lane and shoe rental.  The entire church (all ages) is invited.   We need to know numbers by Sunday, November 7th to give the bowling alley a headcount.  Please rsvp to Kerry Stamp @ bstamp@centurytel.net or leave a message at 328-1175. 

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes: Looking for something easy to volunteer for this holiday season?  We can always use help on Wednesday evenings with set up, food prep, serving or clean-up.   People come to help as it fits their schedules, usually between 4:30 and when we finish by 7:30.  Check out the sign up sheet in the fellowship hall.   And thanks to those of you who have been donating food and coming to help on Wednesdays.  Many hands help to make this program successful.  

THANKSGIVING LOAVES AND FISHES DINNER:

We are looking forward with great anticipation to our November 24th Loaves and Fishes dinner.  We will again serve a traditional Thanksgiving dinner that evening.   This meal has become an exciting tradition. We usually have a great turnout of both community guests and church members. There are two signups in the church foyer for this dinner.  One is a list for those that anticipate coming to join us for dinner.  That helps us plan for the right amount of food we should prepare.  The other sign up is a list of prepared food we hope to have donated for the meal.   The homemade dishes that you have prepared over the years are one of the reasons the meal has been such a great success!   Contact Don MacLachlan for details and questions.  (dmaclachlan@destinationhotels.com  or 328-4299)
  

MISSION: 
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302.)

Honduras Medical/Dental Mission Trip 

June 2011

The trip dates are June 17th - June 28th, 2011. The trip is sponsored by Cure International and many people from our church and community have gone on it in the past.  Contact Kent or Martha Petrie for more information and watch for other announcements at ERPC.  The deadline for applications will be about the first of the year and volunteers will be chosen based on how soon you sign up, relevant training you may have, and whether you have been before.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  We are gearing  up to sending items that are needed in the winter time, such as warm sturdy socks for boots, hand and foot warmers, tea, coffee, hot  chocolate.  Donations of personal care items or store bought snacks are always welcome, as are batteries, games, recent DVDs, etc.  Boxes cost $12.50 to mail so helping with postage is another way to support this effort. As we send off boxes for the holiday season it is always good to have extra messages from people back here in the States..  Please consider sending a holiday card to someone in uniform overseas.  Just address to "Dear Soldier" and get it to Martha Petrie, she will be happy to slide it into one of the boxes.  For more information contact Martha at 949-5175.
MISCELLANEOUS

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. On the website you will also find links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.
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The quilt for the Habitat build in Paraguay

pastor to people, november  ‘10

The conversation around the Wilson family table is probably not unlike that around many family tables this time of year:  “what Halloween costume will I be wearing?” If I could dress up in one biblical costume this year and any year, I would choose Barnabas.  Although Barnabas does not get the press time that other big New Testament heroes receive, he was actually a key person in the life of the early church.  His name means “Encourager” and he was a man who lived into his name.  In fact, if it were not for Barnabas “coming along side” those in need of encouragement, we may never have even heard of a man named Paul.  When many early Christians still feared this man named Paul (once Saul), Barnabas literally came alongside of him and vouched for Paul’s conversion, new-found life in Christ, and his value to the early church.  Thank goodness for Barnabas.

Many of you have asked me during the last several weeks, “what will you be doing in Zimbabwe for two weeks in November”.  As I have tried to explain what our Denver Presbytery Delegation of which I will be a part seeks to accomplish in this two week adventure, I have responded in several ways:  

*We will be celebrating the 5 year anniversary of the ministry partnership between the Denver Presbytery and the Presbytery of Zimbabwe.

*We will be meeting many brothers and sisters in Christ from Zimbabwe, listening to their stories and discerning our partnerships path forward in the next 5 years.  

*We will be praying, worshiping, and listening together where our Lord is leading each of our churches.

But perhaps the best answer is that while in Zimbabwe, I, and our delegation, will get to dress as Barnabas!  We will be coming alongside these brothers and sisters in Christ who have experienced many difficulties and faced many struggles.  I look forward to dressing up as Barnabas and encouraging these brothers and sisters that their struggles are not theirs alone to bear but that we care, love and offer ourselves to them.  

I am also sure that I will get to meet many more Barnabas’ than I can even imagine.  The faith and endurance of these Zimbabwean brothers and sisters will be an encouragement to me and I will bear their encouragement back to you all.  Please pray for our Denver presbytery delegation during these two weeks.  Pray for our safety.  Pray for the Spirit’s leading in discerning the future direction of our mission partnership.  And pray thanksgivings to God that for these two weeks I finally get to wear the Halloween costume I’ve always wanted to:  Barnabas.  Pray that I wear that costume well!

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







