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 Our actors in practice!!

HOLY WEEK RECAP

Did you make it to our Holy Week services?  If not, you missed some wonderful times of worship:  Dick Gustafson and our actor apostles did, as usual, a wonderful job in presenting “The Last Supper”  at our Maundy Thursday service  (see above!!) The Tennenbrae service on Good Friday was small – but very special.  In the silence, the music, the readings and the reflections, we were all brought closer to the sufferings of Jesus. And of course, our triumphal Easter service let us participate in the joy of the resurrection:  Jesus lives!!

Thanks to all who made these services special: on Thursday: Dick Gustafson and the 13 (who included our own Rob Wilson as well as Ethan Moore, the pastor of Trinity Church);  on Friday: the bell choir with Laura Howard, Barb Wilson and Ruth Powers as readers and Rob Wilson with reflections.  And on Sunday, the choir with Marsha Marshall, all the donors for the flower, our greeters etc. etc.
A Fellowship Team Thank you:  A big thank you to our wonderful fellowship team for putting on another successful Easter brunch; to Ruth Powers and Carrie Devlin who made the yummy desserts, and to all who gave us a helping hand in setup and cleanup.  What a great opportunity to celebrate Christ's resurrection together!

MOTHER’S DAY AT ERPC

The men of ERPC will be honoring mothers – and women who have served as mothers - by hosting brunch after church on Sunday, May 8th.  Mothers, please take us up on this rare opportunity to serve you!  Men of ERPC: a signup sheet will be available in the church foyer as well as at men's Bible study; or, you can get your breakfast assignment by contacting Sean Koenig (koenig_sean@yahoo.com.)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Hard to believe – looking out the window, but summer will be here before you know it and with it, ERPC's Vacation Bible School.  The dates are Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 8th! 9:00-12:00...with optional daycare after 12:00 for those who need it! We will be surfin', rockin', headin' to the beach, and most of all learning about the Lord!  If you would like to volunteer for snack, skits, decor, games, or teaching, there will be signup sheets soon! Thank you, in advance, for helping with this ministry!

CHURCH WORK DAY

Mark your calendars for June 5th and come to church prepared to work afterwards.  Bring your tools and help weed.  Bring your strong arm and wash windows, clean closets and stairwells and whatever else needs to be done!  Lunch will be provided for all workers. Listen for Tom Powers’ announcements between now and then!

HIGHLANDS SUMMER CAMPS

Highlands Camp and Retreat Center, the Presbyterian camp in Allenspark, just south of Estes Park, has started accepting applications for this summer’s sessions. It has specific camps for elementary schoolers (starting with rising third graders) as well as middle and high school aged kids.  In the middle and high school camps, you can choose from a “regular” session to ones that specialize in adventure, horses, MAD (music, art and drama). There are also some intergenerational special sessions.  Highlands believes all kids should be able to have the camp experience so there are “camperships” to help with costs for those who can’t afford it.   The best way to learn more is their website: www.highlandscamp.org. 

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

3S: Youth Bible Study: The 3rd Sunday of each month is 3S: a Bible Study for kids ages 12 – 18.  We gather downstairs after the worship service for snacks, games, Bible reading and discussion.  The next 3S will be on May 15th.

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on Monday evenings.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the second and fourth Fridays of the month.  Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for information and check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx  for up-to-date information.  Remember: summer camp is not that far away!  Check the website for  info.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education: Beginning on May 1st,  Norma Horton is leading an eight week study entitled “Can You Hear Me Now?”  Its purpose is to enhance the believer's awareness of God's communication in the universe. A few of the weeks' topics are: God's General Revelation and His Specific Revelation; the Paradox of Hearing God; Is It You, God?; and the Constant Hum of God's Voice. The class meets on Sunday at 8:30AM  in the library.  Please join us!

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group: We meet the first Thursday of every month (except January and July).  On Thursday, May 5th we will meet at Christi Howell's home in Edwards for a Cinco de Mayo supper and discussion of C. S. Lewis' The Screwtape Letters, facilitated by Camille Cooper.  On Thursday, June 2nd Sherry Bunting will lead us in discussing Paulo Coelho's The Devil and Miss Prym in the home of Susan MacLachlan in Eagle. Please consider joining in this fun...and enlightening...activity!  For more information call or email Gretchen Hatley at 949-0214 or glhatley@hotmail.com.
Men’s Bible Study:   We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Jeremiah.   All women are welcome, every week or once in a while! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How you are greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contac are Sharman Green (sharmco@gmail.com or 926-3896.)  NOTE:  Sharman is looking for someone to take over this responsibility.  She’ll give you great support.  If you are the one: call her!!!

Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Much of our congregation enjoys this time after worship to visit and linger in fellowship. Now is the time for many more folks to look at their calendars and sign up for May, June, July and August.  Don't be afraid to commit ahead of time!  You will receive a reminder the week before your chosen Sunday and you can always reschedule if your schedule changes. Please contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or (970) 949 – 0214 if you have any questions about this ministry opportunity.  

Calling All Prayer Warriors:  Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee organizes folks to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes at 926-5965 or barb.lukes@gmail.com.
Birthdays:

May birthdays:

Dick Gustafson      5/9 
Karen Gilbert
         5/10

Karen Fritsch         5/10
Jim  Potter
         5/12

Linda Cormack      5/16
Diane Potter
         5/17

Paula Palmateer    5/20      
Ashley Ducharme       5/22

Mack Nichols         5/25     
Keith Davis
          5/26

Quin McCarroll       5/27     
Geoff Wright
          5/30

Brenda Lee
          5/31     
Cathy Meehan            5/31

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   Things have been hopping at the Wednesday dinners. Our numbers for 2010 are in. We served a total of 1,335 meals last year!  Fifty-three people from within the ERPC church family and their friends volunteered to get the dinners prepared and served every Wednesday. Additionally, we had several outside groups host dinners: St. Patrick's Parish,  the Avon Police Department, Sonnenalp, and Habitat for Humanity. Brad Stamp got a group of friends together to host. Thanks to all of you who are helping to make this program a success. We are in our eighth year and many hands have contributed.  If you want more information about this community ministry, please contact Sandy Smith, August Wittenberg, Jean Dennison, Don MacLachlan, Sean and Jennie Koenig, or Martha Petrie.

MISSION 
Zimbabwe: ERPC continues to support the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. It is even more important now that one of its founders, Ralph Pippett, has an inoperable brain tumor. If you are interested in becoming more involved, please contact Ruth Powers or Rob.

New Members: If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like information please contact August Wittenberg at august@saynomorepromotions.com or 328–0105.
Hope Sunday: A huge thank you to all who participated in Hope Sunday on April 10th. We had ten sponsorships of children around the world who are trapped in poverty. All ten of were chosen by members and friends of ERPC. If you are interested in sponsoring a child, there are brochures available in the fellowship area, or you can contact Sandy Smith. 

The Honduras Mission Trip is fast approaching! The Petries' basement is filling up with items for Honduras. The trip is from June 17th – 28th. We are all looking forward to running our medical/dental clinic in San Luis, Honduras.  We are still in need of film canisters and snack size zip-lock bags, ace wraps, Tums, calcium tablets, Advil, Tylenol, Aleve.  We do not need any more small soaps and shampoos - thanks to those of you who have helped to collect these - and we do not need pharmacy bottles. They just take up too much room. We take the zip lock bags instead.  We can always use monetary donations to help buy medical supplies/prescription medicines that we take down with us.  Donations can be made to ERPC. Write "Honduras" on the memo line.  If you need more information please contact Martha or Kent Petrie.  

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  The leader of this effort, Martha Petrie, says there will be a break until the end of the June mission trip.  She’ll start again after that. So if you are interested, you can still contact Martha. The  soldiers need mostly personal care items, snacks, and microwavable food. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  

New Walls!  If you are in the lower level of the church in the next month or two, you may see some construction going on. B&G is working with Habitat for Humanity on building permanent six-foot walls with doors in the entire lower level office area - a much nicer and more professional look.

BLOW OUT SALE

ERPC will no longer be selling Equal Exchange fair trade coffee as a church fundraiser. The remaining coffee will be sold for $5.00 per 12 ounce bag. There are only three Breakfast Blend whole bean packages left. If you are interested in purchasing coffee, please contact Sandy Smith.

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. There are also links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

The e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthpowers1@aol.com.) 
Special note of thanks:  After encountering Tom Powers in the church for the umpteenth time last week mid-week, Martha Petrie writes:

Behind the scenes we have a wonderful buildings and grounds team that keeps things humming at ERPC. Thanks to all these people, for donating their time and expertise to keeping everything in order at church.  I've been assured that Tom Powers really doesn't live at church!

pastor to people,  May  ‘11
Although I did not rise early on the day of the Royal Wedding, I found myself watching a re-run of the ceremony held at Westminster Abbey on April 29th.    While millions took note of the fashion of the royal couple and others on the guest list, I found myself intrigued by the liturgy, the hymns and then, of course the sermon. (I know, we pastors are a strange bunch!).  

I am a tough but generous critic of sermons.  When it comes to my own sermons I am much more the former.  I want to see the text  put into terms and images that can be applied daily.  I want to see the connecting points between the scripture, the life Christ calls us into and how the Holy Spirit is challenging us through a sermon.  Yet I am a generous critic of other people’s sermons because I realize the daunting task that any preacher has placed before them weekly:  to expound on God’s holy word and to put words to the seemingly wordless and transcendent mysteries of our faith.  As the sermon in the Royal Wedding approached  I found myself excited to hear what this Anglican priest would say and even found myself praying for him to have clarity of speech and thought since millions were listening in.  

In the role of ‘tough critic’, I was disappointed that the sermon did not seem to interact much with the scripture text.  There didn’t seem to be one organizing “focus statement”  brought  forth  from  the  text.   On  the  other hand, we received several gems which the priest 

delivered as an ecclesiastical wedding gift to the Royal couple:

 “Be who God meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire (St. Catherine of Siena)… marriage is intended to be a way in which man and woman help each other to become what God meant each one to be”        “Every wedding is a royal wedding…”

“William and Catherine, you have chosen to be married in the sight of a generous God who so loved the world, that He gave himself to us in the person of Jesus Christ”

But the greatest message I received from the sermon and the liturgy was one that was hidden thinly beneath the surface of the spoken words:  Christ so honors marriage that when looking for a metaphor to describe the church and his love for it (and us in the church), marriage is all that would suffice.  I was left thinking that each of us who follows Jesus Christ and seeks to be in the life of a fellowship (Eagle River Presbyterian Church), is therefore married to Christ.  I have duly informed Barb that I have another marriage partner…and so do each of you.  This is a marriage partner who is an expert at forming us into the person God meant us to be, a marriage partner who treats us as royalty and one whom we choose to love because he has so loved us that he gave himself to us.  May God also bless this marriage covenant with His church and with you as part of that church!

Blessings, Rob
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