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Spring and Summer!!  As I write this, I see winter outside my window. But it really is spring - and summer is coming.  Have faith!!  As we enter these seasons, there are lots of things going on at ERPC.  Read on!!

MOTHER’S DAY AT ERPC

The men of ERPC will be honoring mothers – and women who have served as mothers - by hosting brunch after church on Sunday, May 9th.  Mothers, please take us up on this rare opportunity to serve you!  Men of ERPC: a signup sheet will be available in the church foyer as well as at men's Bible study; or, you can get your breakfast assignment by contacting Sean Koenig (koenig_sean@yahoo.com or 470-9154)
COME SOAK YOUR SOLES AND YOUR SOULS!

Mark Sunday, May 16th on your calendar!  The Fellowship Team is planning an afternoon of soaking, swimming and sunning (we hope) at the Glenwood Springs pool.  We will leave ERPC immediately after worship and carpool to Glenwood.  You can bring your lunch or purchase food at the pool’s deli (open till 3:00).  Admission: adults: $13.25; children 3-12: $9.25; children 2 and under: free.  We can save $1.00 on each ticket if we have a group of twenty or more and all arrive to pay at the same time.  A sign-up sheet is on the table in the foyer.  Contact Jean Corcoran with any questions (corcoranjp@msn.com or 471-8005 or 476-2189.)

SHARE YOUR FLOWERING PLANTS

AND COME GARDEN!

The ERPC Gardening Committee would like you to share some of your perennials for the church garden.  Non-invasive varieties are especially desirable, and currently there is no need for daisies.  Call chairman Jim Spiker (926-6892) to discuss what you have to offer and how the committee can obtain them for planting on Saturday, May 15th.  And then come help plant on the morning of the 15th.  We’ll start working around 9 AM. Stay for as long as you want.  Bring your tools!

CHURCH WORK DAY

Mark your calendars for June 6th and come to church prepared to work afterwards.  Bring your tools and help weed.  Bring your strong arm and wash windows, clean closets and stairwells and whatever else needs to be done!  Lunch will be provided for all workers. Listen for Tom Powers’ announcements between now and then!

JAZZ IN SACRED SPACES

Mark your calendars and invite your friends:  on Wednesday, June 2nd, we have a real treat coming our way.  Bob Ravenscroft, renowned jazz pianist, will be at ERPC with his group for a jazz concert in the sanctuary.  The concert will be free to the public – but we will be asking for donations.  Proceeds will be used for the parking and landscaping projects. (Read more about them right below.)   Remember: Wednesday, June 2nd at 7:30 PM.  Let’s “sell out” the sanctuary!!

A NEW RUNWAY FOR ERPC!

Those of you who have been privileged to hear Rob’s sermons the past couple of weeks will recognize the title!  We have been hearing about the church as a runway – not a museum.  But this presupposes a church building and grounds that serve the purpose intended. ERPC does it well – but can be better!  As we have grown, parking has become a significant problem.  We also have great outdoor space that could be used to enhance our mission – but not in its present condition. So, in this time of low prices for paving and landscaping, we are looking to add close to 40 parking spaces and finish the area east of the church with irrigation, sod and perhaps some trees.  Information about this project has been given and sent out.  If you have not heard of it and would like to get more information – please see Brad Stamp or Tom Powers.

HIGHLANDS SUMMER CAMPS

Highlands Camp and Retreat Center, the Presbyterian camp in Allenspark, just south of Estes Park, has started accepting applications for this summer’s sessions. It has specific camps for elementary schoolers (starting with rising third graders) as well as middle and high school aged kids.  In the middle and high school camps, you can choose from a “regular” session to ones that specialize in adventure, horses, MAD (music, art and drama) and even one for middle schoolers called “night owls”!!  There are also some intergenerational special sessions.  Higlands believes all kids should be able to have the camp experience so there are “camperships” to help with costs for those who can’t afford it.   The best way to learn more is their website: www.highlandscamp.org. 

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. 

Vacation Bible School

Plans for our 2010 Summer Vacation Bible School are under way. It will be a joint effort with Calvary Chapel and will take place at ERPC.  The tentative dates are Monday, June 28th – Friday, July 2nd, from 8:30 AM till 1 PM. This will be a fun experience for children.  If you have any questions, contact Amy Alexander through the church office.

Youth Groups: Young Life has groups for high school and middle school throughout the Valley.  For the latest news and information on their activities, check vailvalley.younglife.org.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education:   Kent Petrie’s class ends May 2nd and there will be a break in adult education.  Watch Directional Signals for more information. 

BIBLE IN 90 DAYS

Would you like to take on the challenge of reading the Bible in 90 Days this summer?  A course can begin on Sunday, June 6th (skip July 4th) and finish on Sunday, September 12th...fourteen Sundays, twelve pages of reading every day!  If you are interested or would like more information (including references to people at ERPC who have gone on this journey) please contact Gretchen Hatley ASAP  (949-0214 or  glhatley@hotmail.com.)
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our May meeting is on the 6th at 6:30 PM at the home of Nancy Wright in Eagle Vail. The book is “Acedia & Me: A Marriage, Monks, and a Writer's Life” by Kathleen Norris.  Let Nancy know if you can come and what you would like to bring.  Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading in the book of Genesis

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM in the ERPC library.  We are reading through the Bible and are now into the book of Proverbs. (We finally finished the Psalms!!)  All women are welcome, whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

May 3nd:
Linda Hryckowian

May 9th:      Ella Burnett and Jean Corcoran

May 16th:    Brad & Kerry Stamp

May 23rd:     _____________________________

May 30th: 
 _____________________________

We need more greeters for our team.  This is a simple but very important service.  The way a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality means making coffee, providing snacks and juice to share and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it. Questions?  Contact Nancy Wright (949-5885 or  ngw@vail.net.)
May 2nd:    Linda Gilbert, Ruth Powers, the Rosenwalds

May 9th:      the men of ERPC

May 16th     _____________________________

May 23rd     _____________________________

May 30th     _____________________________

 
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises.  If you can be a part of this ministry please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965  barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
May Birthdays:

5/9
Dick Gustafson        5/10     Karen Gilbert

5/10
Karen Fritsch
       5/12    Jim Potter

5/16
Linda Cormack         5/17    Diane Potter

5/20
Paula Palmateer       5/25    Mac Nichols

5/26
Keith Davis               5/27    Quin McCarroll

5/30
Geoff Wright             5/31    Cathy Meehan

5/31
Brenda Lee

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Our weekly community dinner continues strong into the shoulder season.  We always welcome new volunteers.  Extra hands are needed anytime on Wednesdays between 4:30 and 7:30, setting up, preparing food, serving and cleaning up.  Check the signup sheet in the foyer or contact Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Sean or Jennie Koenig, Don MacLachlan, or Martha Petrie for more information. In 2009, we served a total of 1458 meals, up 12.5% from 2008, and 62 people from our church family volunteered to help.  Way to go!  Church-wide support for this program is the key to its success!  Thanks - and hope to see you some Wednesday night, whether coming to eat or helping to serve.

MISSION: Foreign and Domestic!
DOOR: The Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Leader for domestic mission trips which we hope to do every other year. We plan to use Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  See the website at www.doornetwork.org. If you are interested please contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 970.926.9036.

ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The Partnership focuses on providing school fees, uniforms, nutritional supplements and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in any way -  learning or doing)  please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)
Present need:  A container filled with “things” needed in Zimbabwe is almost ready to go. Quite often these are shipped for free through a U.S. government program.  That will not be available for some time and this container needs to go.  It will cost close to $10,000 to ship it commercially.  If anyone out there has a heart for Africa, this is a very practical way to show it.  Make a donation to ERPC – clearly marked “Zimbabwe”.  We will get it to the right place. Thanks.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Wanted:  Jim Spiker is looking for someone to take joint custody with him of the bushes and trees around ERPC.  This is a "hack job" for someone who loves the outdoors and can help with the trimming and pruning two or three times a year.  "On the job training" is available.  Fringe benefits include fresh air, plenty of sunshine, and a beautiful view.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  A small group of church members and friends continues to send 2-3 boxes every month to our men and women in uniform overseas.  We welcome donations of items or money to help with mailing anytime. Postage costs $12.50.  There is a shopping list of frequently requested items on the table in the foyer or you can check out the website we use for our contacts, AnySoldier.com.    Our quilting group also sent off 4 more quilts for wounded soldiers through a project sponsored by Operation Quiet Comfort.  If you want more information, please contact Martha Petrie.  As always, keep our men and women in uniform in your prayers.
MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Young Life Camps:  In addition to Highlands Camp mentioned on the front page, there are other good camp options such as the Young Life ones. For example, there is a friends and family camp at Frontier Ranch in Buena Vista on the weekend of August 13 – 15.  There is information about this available in the ERPC foyer.  Also the Valley Young Lifers will be going to Crooked Creek Ranch in Winter Park the week of June 27-July 3.   See their website (www.vailvalley.younglife.org) for additional information.
pastor to people,  may ‘10

“So what do you do with the rest of your week?” was the caption of a cartoon showing a little boy asking the question of a seasoned pastor.  Last month I attempted to give big picture look at how we pastors answer our young friend’s question.  As we saw, the calling of the pastor has changed over time from a “shepherding” and teaching vocation to more of a business model where the pastor is also expected to administrate and “oversee the operation” of the church.  

To be perfectly honest, the day-to-day life of the pastor that I try and fulfill is a hybrid between these two models.   In fact, before answering our young friend’s question, it is important to understand what size church a pastor is serving.  In large churches with multi-pastor staffs, the range of what a pastor does shrinks enormously.  Some churches may have a “preaching pastor” who spends 30 out of 40+ hours a week preparing his/her sermon!  This same large church may have a pastor of “Congregational Care” and an “Administrative Pastor”.  But for the solo pastor, the job description could read:  “Jack of all trades, and Master of none”!  

After I graduated from college with a degree in psychology, my second job was working as a case manager for chronically mentally ill adults.  I loved that job because I never quite knew what I’d be doing from day to day.  Some days found me in the ER with a schizophrenic client off his meds.    Other days I sat in on psychiatrists’ 

appointments; while on others I did such mundane tasks as helping a client rent an apartment or figure out their grocery budget.  A solo pastor is much the same:  I never know exactly what will come up in the course of the day.  There are of course things that must get done, such as writing and preparing a sermon, preparing the bulletin complete with hymns and liturgy that all flows with the sermon, following up with visitors to ERPC and making pastoral visits.  But there are a myriad of other tasks that come up in the course of the day that can range from the very pastoral to the very mundane.  From filling soda machines, to attending meetings of Boards on which I serve or with other pastors, to plunging toilets, to assisting a walk-in person in need of food or clothing, to chasing donkeys on the loose…one never knows what the day of a pastor holds.  The greatest challenge that I hold as a pastor is one that I share with many of you:  to stay daily connected in prayer, study and devotion to Jesus Christ.  It seems that the demands on all of us squeeze out the time for this and I have found in my calling that I need to intentionally set time aside for this most valuable discipline.  But by far the greatest honor and privilege of being a pastor is to share a place in your daily lives:  to pray for you, to be there with you in times of pain and grief, to celebrate with you at weddings, baptisms and confirmations, and to prayerfully prepare sermons to weekly nourish our faith…that is truly the part I love most! 

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







