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ERPC BEYOND THE EAGLE RIVER VALLEY!

On January 25th, Rob was installed as the Vice Moderator of the Denver Presbytery for 2011.  The Moderator – also shown here – is Elder Julia Henderson.  The Presbytery is comprised of 52 churches throughout the Denver area.  ERPC is the western-most church. Among other duties, the Moderator  is charged with running the meetings of the Presbytery.  After serving a year as vice-Moderator, Rob will become Moderator for 2012.  This position is an honor and we are happy that his talents are recognized in the wider church.  Congratulations, Rob!
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Rob is installed as Vice-Moderator of the Denver Presbytery

Honduras Mission Trip:  The June 2011 Honduras Mission trip is fast approaching! Six people from ERPC – and 2 of their family members -  will be heading to the small town of San Luis in Honduras on June 17th to participate in the bi-annual medical/dental mission sponsored by CURE International. You can help by providing certain needed items:  snack size zip-lock bags, film canisters with lids, ACE bandages, Tylenol, ibuprofen, prenatal vitamins, calcium tablets and antacids (Tums, Zantac, Pepcid AC, Prilosec OTC), dental floss, small soap bars and shampoos and reading glasses.  Financial donations are also welcome.  They are used to  purchase some medications and equipment. If you have any questions, contact Martha or Kent Petrie Please keep the six “ERPCers” in your prayers:  Barbara Wilson (and her mom Joyce Klava), Gunnar Wilson, Karen Gilbert, Linda Wohleber (and her daughter Robin), Martha and Kent Petrie.  Thanks so much for your support.  Look for the gold box in the foyer for collecting donated items.

Zimbabwe Mission Partnership: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center. Rob visited the center when he was in Zimbabwe last fall as a part of the delegation from the Denver Presbytery.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthpowers1@aol.com or 926-9302.)  NOTE: The ZMP has its website up and running.  It is found at www.zimpartnership.org..  Visit to read more about this ministry and see pictures of the children and staff.  And now we have a special opportunity to learn more about this country and this mission. On Sunday March 20th, Pastor Paul Neshangwe, from Zimbabwe,  will be with us for the day.  He will preach in the morning and in the evening we will have in informal session with Paul and Rob to learn more about the partnership with the Presbytery of Zimbabwe and about ways we can be involved specifically with the ZMP as it seeks to better the lives of hundreds of AIDS orphans. 
ERPC IN THE EAGLE RIVER VALLEY!

Annual Session Mission Fair - March 13th:  Looking for an opportunity to become more involved at ERPC?  Session will be holding its annual Mission Fair after church on March 13th. Elders will be presenting all of the committees that help ERPC "Journey together to know Christ's love and to make Christ known."  Be sure to stop and talk to each of them.
Kid’s Fly Fishing Camp:  A kid’s fly fishing and conservation camp will be held at ERPC this summer  (July10 – 15). There are openings for 12 kids.  Each one will have a mentor.  So if yu are interested in fishing and kids and would like to be a mentor – or know a kid who might like to be a part – contact Herb Luhman (SHLuhman@msn.com) or Bob Willoughby (bwiloby@comcast.net). In addition to learning about fly fishing, the kids will participate in a stream restoration project.

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

FROM AMY:   Hello Parents!

The children will be singing during church on March 13th ...which is also daylight savings.  If your little one would like to participate please have them at church by 9:00, so they can practice. Thank you so much for the extra effort, I really appreciate it!

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on Monday evenings.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the first and third Fridays of the month.  Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for information and check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx for up-to-date general    information.

Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education: The class meets each Sunday morning at 8:15 in the library. We just finished a challenging series on the book “The Hole in Our Gospel”, led by Rob.  On Sunday March 5th we start another series with Rob. It is something Rob has wanted to try for a long time and he is calling it a "Pulpit Roundtable".  He will give us the scripture passage or theme that he plans to use the following Sunday. As Rob says: “We will have a discussion regarding your thoughts, questions and insights about the passage/theme.  You may even get quoted in a sermon!”

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did! On March 3rd, we had a great time at the home of Dyann Linger, eating good food and discussing our book, Strength in What Remains.   Our April meeting will be on the 7th at the home of Barbara Kusske in Eagle Ranch.  Our book is “The Devil and Miss Prym” by Paulo Coelho. For more  information, contact Gretchen Hatley (949-0214 or glhatley@hotmail.com).  Also, let Gretchen know if you would like to be on the e-mail list.
Men’s Bible Study:   We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Jeremiah.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every week or once in a while. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How you are greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (sharmco@gmail.com or 926-3896.)
Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Believing in the importance of the congregation's hospitality ministry on Sundays after worship, the Session has set aside funds to defray some of the expenses of this work.  Anyone who volunteers to provide snacks for hospitality and would like to be reimbursed may submit a form and their receipts and receive up to $30 toward their costs.  In lieu of reimbursement, there are also Donation Receipt forms available.  Both forms will be in the Plexiglas pocket outside the church office door for your convenience.

 

The Fellowship committee extends many thanks to those who have so generously provided hospitality in the past and who have signed up for the future!  Please check your calendars for May and June!  We need people to sign up for those Sundays.

Calling All Prayer Warriors:  Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The following people have been on the Congregational Care list to provide meals to those in need during the past year.  We thank them for helping to make this ministry work so well.  

Mike and Pat Cole,  Jean Corcoran,  Lourdes Ferzacca,  Karen Gilbert,  Sharman Green,  Dawn Holmes, Christi Howell,  Jill Johnson,  Jennie Koenig,  Sarah Ladd,  Brenda Lee,  Sherry Luhman,  Barbara Lukes, Susan MacLachlan,  Marsha Marshall,  Molly McGalliard,  Louise Mc Gaughey,  Kate Mckay,  Martha Petrie,  Adelle Picking,  Ruth Powers,  Barb Richardson,  Ann Rosenwald,  Kris and Augie Wittenberg, Barb Wilson,  Shahna Windey and Nancy Wright.

If you or someone you know would like to become a part of this ministry, please contact Sherry Luhman, Susan MacLachlan, or Barbara Lukes. 
Birthdays:

MARCH

Shawn Smith
      3/1       Sean Koenig      3/12

Nina Smith
      3/12      Ken Sortland      3/19

Gunnar Wilson   3/22      Nancy Wright    3/26

Tim  Howell
      3/31

FELLOWSHIP: Full Moon Snowshoe Report!!

Although clouds delayed the appearance of the full moon, we enjoyed a beautiful, peaceful evening snowshoeing in the meadow near Ella's home in Minturn.  Gathering for exercise, shoveling and snowshoeing, food and fellowship (or at least food and fellowship!) were:  Dyann Linger, Joan Willoughby, Dick and Jean Dennsion, Geoff and Nancy Wright, Rob, Barbara and Lorien Wilson, Sandy Smith, Paul and Jean Corcoran, Phyllis Shinovich and of course our wonderful hostess, Ella Burnett.  There was also a delightful guest appearance from the local fox.

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   We Can Use Your Help!

Our numbers are up and Wednesday nights are hopping at ERPC!  We welcome any help - setting up, doing food prep, serving and clean up.  We start around 4:30 and are usually finished with clean up by 7:30.  If you have any time to help during that time frame please add your name to the sign up sheet in the foyer or contact Don MacLachlan, August Wittenberg, Sean or Jennie Koenig, Jean Dennison, Sandy Smith or Martha Petrie.  It  would be a great help  if someone organized a team of people - either from ERPC or from the community at large - who handled the whole meal for the night.  We have food in the pantry and freezer. Food can be donated or we can reimburse you.  Think about it.  It is a great way to minister to the community and our dinner guests are so appreciative.

MISSION 
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. See the front page for more information on this important work.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  We continue to send out 2 to 4 boxes a month, mostly to men and women in uniform in Afghanistan.  The need continues to be great, with soldiers needing mostly personal care items, snacks, and microwavable food.  One unit we are in contact with now has no water so washing up is done with baby-wipes!  There is a list of suggestions for items to donate on the table in the foyer.  We can also use help with postage which is a special $12.95 APO/FPO rate when the large flat rate boxes are used.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Martha Petrie.

New Members: If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like information, please plan on attending. Please contact August Wittenberg at 328 – 0105 or august@saynomorepromotions.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. There are also links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

The e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthpowers1@aol.com.) 

St. Baldrick's 2011 Fundraiser: March 12th 2pm

Team ERPC!

What would you look like bald?  You'd look like a hero for kids with cancer! Let's make a difference, Team ERPC!  There are multiple ways you can help support childhood cancer research.  For detailed information about being a “shavee”, to volunteer, or to make a donation  see http://www.stbaldricks.org.  Our goal is to raise $500!  Under the Participants tab you will see "Find a Participant or Team." This is where you look for Team ERPC.  Please join us in person at the Eagle Fire Station to support the kids  and the shavees on March 12th at 2pm.  See Pastor Rob or any of the team members for more information.

pastor to people, March  ‘11

“Why Lent”?  It was a simple question from a life- long Presbyterian who wanted to know why she was about to undergo the forty six day spiritual journey we call Lent.  You may be asking that same question as our church’s Ash Wednesday service approaches quickly.  

Lent is the six week (46 day) period that precedes the remembrance of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.  The word Lent comes from the Old Saxon word meaning “Spring.”  Since the date of Easter is determined by the date of the Spring equinox, it is appropriately named.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes on Easter Sunday.  Traditionally Lent has been used as a time of preparation, of contemplation and of seeking to know more of what it means to follow Jesus Christ to the cross and to the tomb.  By giving something up or taking something up during this period, the Christian is reminded daily of what it means to make this discipleship journey.  

But the question remains, “Why Lent”?  I believe the reason Lent should be practiced by every Christian is the emphasis that the early biblical writers placed on the last part of Jesus’ life.  If someone tells you the story of their life and they spend almost half the time focusing on one week, it cues you into what it is that formed them.  If you ask a person to tell you what they value in life and they spend half the time telling you about relationships that matter to them, you have gained an insight into what they value.  The same can be said of the Gospel writers.  The Gospel of Mark contains 16 chapters about the life of Jesus…6 of which focus on the last week of Jesus’ life.  The Gospel of John contains 21 chapters about Jesus’ 33 years and 9 of these chapters focus on the last week.  We should be cued in as followers of Christ to the importance of this last part of Jesus’ life for us today.  The practice of Lent does just that.  Lent focuses us where the Gospel writers would, on seeking out the meaning of Jesus suffering, death and resurrection for our lives today.

I hope that Lent, 2011 will do just that for all of us at Eagle River Presbyterian Church.  It begins with our Ash Wednesday service on March 9th at 7 PM, runs through the celebration of Holy Week -  which this year will include our Maundy Thursday drama and a Good Friday Tenebrae service - and concludes with our joyous Easter worship. Our focus will be on understanding the meaning of Jesus suffering, death and resurrection for us today.  

Our Lenten sermon series, entitled “Lent with J.R.R. Tolkien” will use Tolkien’s monumental work “The Lord of the Rings” to examine the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord.  My prayer is that your Lenten experience of 2011 will draw you closer to the teaching Christ,  the suffering Christ, the dying Christ and the risen Christ.  

Blessings, Rob
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