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HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Palm Sunday, March 28th:

Worship is at the regular time of 9:30 AM. Come and enjoy the choirs: children’s, bell and adult! 

NOTE: the children’s choir will rehearse at 9 AM that day. Please see Amy Alexander or Christi Howell for further information.
Holy Week:  Maundy Thursday, April 1st

At 6 PM we will enjoy a potluck meal together – followed by the celebration of Communion.

Holy Week: Easter Sunday, April 4th 

The service will be at the regular Sunday service time of 9:30 AM – but come early to get a seat. Come to worship our risen Lord – and bring your best voice to join the choir in “The Hallelujah Chorus”. 

Easter Lilies

If you would like to contribute to the Easter lily fund in honor or memory of a loved one, sign up in the foyer.  There is a $10 contribution for each Easter lily.  Print your information so it is easy to read! Names of honorees will appear in the Easter Sunday program. 

One Great Hour of Sharing

The 2010 One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be collected on Palm Sunday March 28th.  Jesus said, “Do you love me?  Feed my Sheep.” The gifts that we give are used by the Presbyterian Church (USA)  to benefit people around the world and is divided among three programs- Self-Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian Hunger Program.

Confirmation

There are six teenagers in our confirmation class who are studying the history of Christianity, the history of the Presbyterian church, and exploring their faith.  This will culminate in their confirmation on Easter Sunday.  They have been meeting before church for a couple of months.  (It is amazing what a teenager will do for a chocolate doughnut!)  Please keep them in your prayers for the next month as they prepare to join our church.

Annual Full Moon Snowshoe – a report!

The moon and the weather cooperated for a lovely evening for all who came to Ella Burnett’s in Minturn for the Moonlight Snowshoe on Friday, February 26th.  Even the elk made a cameo appearance for the group out on the trail.  We enjoyed refreshments and fellowship as we watched the Olympics after the snowshoe.

Haiti Report

As reported last month, ERPC donated over $2200 to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) program for Haiti relief. The total amount used for relief by PDA as of the middle of February is over $500,000. The donations have helped the organization’s ecumenical partners establish 15 food and water distribution stations, distribute 20,000 tents, and provide other needed services and supplies.

Chile Report (Raleigh)

As most of you know, our own Raleigh Addington had planned for some time to spend five months in Chile as an AFS exchange student.  Raleigh arrived in Chile about 16 hours before the earthquake hit.  Raleigh and all the other students are safe.  They had to spend a few extra days in Santiago – but on Wednesday Raleigh and two other students headed off to San Fernando by bus to their host families.  We thank God for Raleigh’s safety and will look forward to hearing more about his adventure!

St. Baldrick

In case you are wondering about our pastor’s shaved head (!!) let him tell you in his own words:   “Most of you know that I've always wanted to shave my head and after reading a recent article in the Vail Daily, I had a perfect reason to convince my wife to let me do so.  But after speaking to a parent in Eagle whose son had cancer (and is in remission!) and going to the St. Baldrick website and reading the many stories of kids and parents, I hope that I can also help raise funds for this good organization.  Please do not feel any pressure to give, but if you'd like to contribute you can do so by going to stbaldrick.org and clicking on the 'donate' button.  Then click 'donate by participant' and enter 'Rob Wilson', and click 'shavee'.  You will be directed to my page and can donate directly from there. You can also read more about St. Baldrick foundation, its formation and how they have become the second leading donor to children's cancer research in the country...second only to the US government.”
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon.  

DATE NIGHT!!

Friday, March 12th is “date night” for kids aged 3 – 10.  Parents:  drop off your children at 5:00 for pizza and fun. Pick them at 6:45. 

Youth Groups: Young Life Club (for HS'ers) meets at the Miller Ranch Community Center Monday nights from 7:16-8:29.  Every week students from VMS, BMHS, VCHS, and even EVHS come for a great time. WYLDLIFE (for Middle Schoolers) meets in the Vail Christian HS gym on Wednesday nights from 6:59-8:14.  The first Wednesday of each month we meet at Calvary Chapel.  Parents: To help your child get involved, Send Scott an e-mail and let him know your child’s name, grade and school as well as your preferred e-mail address to get updates.  This way you'll be informed and can help remind your son/daughter so that they don't miss out on the action. (Scott@vailvalley.younglife.org)  
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education:   Kent Petrie is leading a series entitled “Proverbs and Parables: God’s Wisdom for Living”.  It runs through May 2nd (with Easter off.) During the 10 weeks leading up to and after Easter, join Kent at 8:20 AM in the library for a cup of coffee and a fresh look at the words of Solomon and Jesus.  The same Holy Spirit who prompted King Solomon to tell “riddles” inspired Jesus to tell “stories.”  The consistency of God’s wisdom survives the ages and speaks to us today.

“The Bible in 90 Days” group also meets Sunday mornings through Easter at 8:30 AM.

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year. (NOTE: In April the first Thursday is Maundy Thursday, so we have put it off one week.)  Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our April meeting is on Thursday the 8th at 6:30 PM at the home of Susan Watt in Eagle Ranch. The book is “Disappointment With God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud” by Philip Yancey.   Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading the book of Mark.

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 am in the church library.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of the Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Elders to Serve Communion:  If you have ever been ordained an elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), have an interest in serving communion to our congregation, and have never been contacted before, that means we don't know about you!  Please contact Gretchen Hatley at 949 0214 or  glhatley@hotmail.com.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

March 7th
   Sean and Jennie Koenig

March 14th     ________________________

March 21st     ________________________

March 28th     ________________________

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs Help!! 

Hospitality means making coffee, providing snacks and juice to share and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it.     Questions?  Call Nancy Wright at 949-5885 or email:  ngw@vail.net.
March 7th     Sean and Jennie Koenig

March 14th    ________________________

March 21st     ________________________

March 28th     ________________________

 
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Do you have a daily prayer practice? Consider becoming a link on the ERPC prayer chain. The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.

This month pray for the people of Chile, especially Liz Sortland’s extended family, Ruth Powers’ sister and brother-in-law and Raleigh Addington.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee sometimes provides meals for church members and friends in case of surgery, new baby, illness, etc. We would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could volunteer to do this when the need arises and at your convenience.  If you could be a part of this ministry please call Barbara Lukes (970-926-5965) or Email barb.lukes@gmail.com. Thanks!

March Birthdays:


Shawn Smith
3/1 
Sean Koenig
    3/12

Nina Smith
3/12
  Ken Sortland    3/19

Gunnar Wilson       3/22      Nancy Wright   3/26

Tim Howell
3/31

Your Memories at Work

The Memorial Team is looking for ideas to put our memorial funds to good use in the furtherance of God’s work at ERPC. If you have an idea, talk to one of the team members or submit an application – which you can get in the ERPC office or by e-mailing Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.  For more information about the fund, contact any of the team members: Jean Dennison, Brenda Lee, Suszanne Mueller, Ruth Powers, Kathy Scanlan, Rob Wilson.

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Good meals have been prepared and served by many people since the start of the year.  This past Wednesday a team from the Sonnenalp hosted the dinner and next week St. Patrick's confirmation class will host.  If you are interested in gathering a team of people to do the dinner one night, or if you know an outside group that would be interested in hosting, please spread the word.  Brad Stamp and the Wittenburgs from our own church family have each hosted a night too which is a great help.  Thanks so much for jumping in.  Don MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Sean and Jenny Koenig, and Martha Petrie continue to take their turns hosting the dinner.  We
hope you can find a Wednesday night to come and check us out sometime. There are so many ways to participate.

MISSION: Foreign and Domestic!
DOOR: The ERPC Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Leader for domestic mission trips which we hope to do every other year. We plan to use Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  See the website at www.doornetwork.org. I you are interested in being a Team Leader please contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 970.926.9036.

ZIMBABWE:  As noted in last month’s newsletter, we hope to increase our knowledge of and connection to the country of Zimbabwe.  Ruth Powers will be the contact person. You will read more in these pages and hear more at church.  If you are interested in any way – both learning and doing – please let Ruth know at 926-9302 or by e-mail at ruthlpowers@aol.com.
SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support: We can really use handwritten notes or drawings from children.  We put one personal note in each box, but would love to be able to slip more in with each mailing.  Notes can be simple: “thanks”, “be safe”, “God bless”,” take care”.  Notes can just be addressed to "Any Soldier."  Three care packages were sent to Iraq in February. If you are interested in donating items, please leave them in a bag marked "soldier support" on the kitchen counter at church or contact Martha Petrie.  A list of suggestions is on the table in the foyer.  Help with the cost of postage is also appreciated. The APO flat rate boxes cost $12.50.  The quilting group completed 4 quilts for Operation Quiet Comfort in February and those are on their way to soldiers who have been wounded.  Thanks to those of you who have been helping with these ministries.

MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com 

Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Habitat for Humanity and the Nichols:  ERPC has been a strong supporter of the local Habitat chapter for many years.  Some members serve on the Board and others are volunteers.  In February, another duplex at the Fox Hollow site was dedicated and our quilting group arrived with 8 quilts in hand – one for each family AND one for each child in the families!   On Saturday, March 13th, the annual Habitat fund raiser, The Carpenter’s Ball, will be held at the Ritz Carlton. This year Habitat is honoring three couples who have been significant contributors to the organization over the years.  One is our own Mack and Nancy Nichols. Many of us know of the quiet, generous spirits of Mack and Nancy. We are happy to know of this well-deserved recognition and are thankful for their presence at ERPC.

pastor to people, march ‘10

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  I Peter 3:15-16

In doing as much research as time allows for our current sermon series entitled “Cross Examinations”, I have come across scholar after scholar who challenge me as a pastor:  equip yourself and your congregation with the evidence of their faith. I hope this article can begin equipping you for a journey of faith and reason.

Author Os Guinness wrote a book which seems to capture our current conundrum in American Christianity:  “Fit Bodies, Fat Minds”.  He is correct in assuming that most Americans know more about taking care of their bodies than nurturing a deep spiritual life.  The church (and thus pastors) often contributes to this malnutrition of the spirit by not allowing genuine questions and investigation of our Christian faith.  It is not surprising that well written books from the margins of scholarship with radical claims on the far right or far left of Christianity go unquestioned by most Christians.  Best-selling books such as the “Left Behind Series”, the “Da Vinci Code” and “Misquoting Jesus” cause a flurry of corrective books by well-respected scholars - which unfortunately do not become best-sellers.  

So who are the authors and what are their books that strive to honestly investigate questions of faith?  What are 

the works that I recommend be in your library?  I, of course, begin by recommending the classics.  I realize that this can be a hard sell in a culture that assumes “modern is better”.  But as C.S. Lewis reminded us (and I paraphrase), if you are going on a journey, the best thing to do is to grab a map.  A map is, in essence, the collective wisdom of our forefathers and foremothers who have travelled before us and recorded the landscape for our benefit.  Thus writings of the early church fathers (which can be found in our church library) like Augustine, Luther and Calvin can all help in the journey.

There are modern authors who seem to authentically investigate questions on the Christian journey. I recommend that you begin with Lee Strobel.  The two books of his that I most recommend to you are “The Case for Christ” and the “Case for the Real Jesus”.  In reading through those books you will become conversant in not only in the language of scholars, but with the leading scholars of our time.  Strobel provides lengthy reading lists at the end of each of his books which can serve as a springboard to your journey.  A few of the scholars that Strobel interviews and whose writings I recommend to you are:  Bruce Metzger, N.T. Wright, Raymond Brown, F.F. Bruce, William Lane Craig and Ben Witherington III.  

As you travel this journey of heart and mind, I look forward to being a travel companion.  I am always available for a good cup of coffee and questions of faith.  

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







