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MOTHER’S DAY AT ERPC
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The men provided a great spread on Mother’s Day.  Here Jennie and Gretchen check out the cake!

JAZZ IN SACRED SPACES

On Wednesday, June 2nd, we were honored to have the jazz group, Inner Journeys, perform in the sanctuary.  Bob Ravenscroft (keyboard), Rob Moore (drums) and (Dwight Kilian (bass) Gave us a stimulating evening of jazz classics.  The concert was free  - with a voluntary donation basket available!  The proceeds will go toward the parking lot and landscaping projects for ERPC.  The group, which is a part of “Music Serving the Word Ministries”, also lead us in an inspired worship service on Sunday morning.

HIGHLANDS SUMMER CAMPS

Highlands Camp and Retreat Center, the Presbyterian camp in Allenspark, just south of Estes Park, has started accepting applications for this summer’s sessions. It has specific camps for elementary schoolers (starting with rising third graders) as well as middle and high school aged kids.  In the middle and high school camps, you can choose from a “regular” session to ones that specialize in adventure, horses, MAD (music, art and drama) and even one for middle schoolers called “night owls”!!  There are also some intergenerational special sessions.  Highlands believes all kids should be able to have the camp experience so there are “camperships” to help with costs for those who can’t afford it.   The best way to learn more is their website: www.highlandscamp.org. 

CHURCH WORK DAY
Sunday June 6th was church work day.  Thanks to all of you who rolled up your sleeves after the worship service to get our place of worship and service into great shape! And special thanks to the hospitality team who provided a good lunch for the hard workers!

MANY THANKS – from Terry Pierson - to all those who came, after working at the church work day, to help with sandbags at her house on the river in Minturn.   She is fine, as is her house!

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for fellowship opportunities this spring and summer?  Check these out: 

June 18th:  

family movie night at ERPC

June 26th: 

round table dinner

July ___  :

Eagle ShowDown Town Concert 

July 18th/September 19th:
King Tut Exhibit

August:

Hot Summer Night concert in Vail. 

Read your newsletter and Directional Signals for updates, and information!

KING TUT EXHIBIT IN DENVER

Ann Rosenwald and Kerry Stamp are coordinating a visit for ERPC members and friends to the Denver Art Museum to see the King Tut exhibit.  We have two dates: July 18th and September 19th. On both dates we will be allowed in at 2:30 PM.  If you are interested in the tickets for the July date, you will need to commit to Ann or Kerry by June 13th, so that the correct tickets can be purchased.  For more information, please talk to Kerry as Ann is away until June 12th.  Our group can be as large as ten.

THE PARKING LOT AND LANDSCAPING PROJECT

Buildings and Grounds has made good progress in obtaining bids on both the parking lot expansion and the east lawn/berm landscaping projects. The congregational survey results have been overwhelmingly positive.  Session has authorized a capital campaign to assist in funding these projects.  It will last through the end of this month.  A letter is attached to this newsletter, explaining the project and asking those who are able and willing to make a one-time pledge for it.     

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon.

3S: A Youth Bible Study:  Kids ages 12 – 18 will meet the third Sunday of each month downstairs after church for study, discussion and snacks.  For more information, talk to Monica McCarroll.

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School! July 26th - July 29th, 9:00-12:00!  Kindergarten - 5th grades.  Our leader AMY writes:  “Please bring your friends. ROY G BIV has been captured and must be found if we are ever to have color back in our lives!  In four days we will look to God's Word to find not only color but the Light of the World that brings about color.  Join us for VBS and help find ROY!!!”

Youth Groups: Young Life has groups for high school and middle school throughout the Valley.  For the latest news and information on their activities, check vailvalley.younglife.org.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education:  Watch Directional Signals for more information. 

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our June meeting occurred before this newsletter came out.  Thanks to Susan MacLachlan for hosting us.  The July meeting will be on the second Thursday – July 8th, at the home of Kathy Scanlan in Lake Creek.  The book is “Margin: Restoring Emotional, Physical, Financial and Time Reserves to Overloaded Lives” by Richard A. Swenson, M.D.  Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading in the book of Genesis

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM. Starting on Monday, June 14th, we will be meeting on Ella’s deck in Minturn.  We are reading through the Bible 

and are now well into the book of Proverbs.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed for EVERY Sunday from June 13th on!!  Please sign on the sheet provided in the foyer.   We need more greeters for our team.  This is a simple but very important service.  The way a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Participants needed for EVERY Sunday after June 6th. Please sign up!!   Hospitality means making coffee, providing snacks and juice to share and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it. Questions?  Contact Nancy Wright (949-5885 or  ngw@vail.net.)
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises.  If you can be a part of this ministry please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965  barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
June and July Birthdays:

June

Harry Ducharme  6/13 
  Sayer Addington
6/16

Barb Minervini
    6/18 
  Colleen Davis

6/26

Rick Beitling
    6/27 
  Emma Stamp

6/29

Ruth Powers
    6/30


July

  Monica McCarroll  7/8
    Addison Smith
7/9

Gretchen Hatley    7/10    Kathy Scanlan
7/13

Christi Howell
      7/18    Rich Grayson

7/26

George Grayson    7/29

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Summer is a great time to try something new.  Join us for dinner some Wednesday between 6:00 and 7:00 and enjoy a good meal, or put your hands and heart to work and help with set up, food  prep,  serving  or  clean up.  There are many ways to support this program so that it suits your schedule. We've been serving an average of 28 dinner guests every week, which shows how much this program is needed and how much the word is spreading about what we are doing. For more information contact Don MacLachlan, Jean Dennison, Sandy Smith, Sean or Jennie Koenig, August Wittenburg or Martha Petrie. Thanks to those who have helped with this program - we couldn't do it without you.

MISSION: Foreign and Domestic!
DOOR: The Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Leader for domestic mission trips which we hope to do every other year. We plan to use Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  See the website at www.doornetwork.org. If you are interested please contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 970.926.9036.

ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302.)

Present need:  A container filled with “things” needed in Zimbabwe is almost ready to go. Free shipping through a U.S. government program is not available right now.  It will cost close to $10,000 for commercial shipping. If anyone has a heart for Africa, this is a very practical way to show it.  Make a donation to ERPC – clearly marked “Zimbabwe.”  We will get it to the right place.

Thanks!
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Wanted:  Jim Spiker is looking for someone to take joint custody with him of the bushes and trees around ERPC.  This is a "hack job" for someone who loves the outdoors and can help with the trimming and pruning two or three times a year.   Fringe benefits include fresh air, plenty of sunshine, and a beautiful view.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  There is a small group of people at ERPC who make donations of goods or cash to help get items for care packages we send to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. In May we were able to send three.  We use the USPS large flat rate boxes to ship at a special APO/FPO rate of $12.50 each.  Thanks to those of you who have been helping with this project.  We welcome donations anytime.  The quilting group also sent four more quilts to be given to military men and women who have been wounded and are getting medical care.  This is part of Operation Quiet Comfort, a national program based in Michigan.  If you are interested in helping with either of these projects, please contact Martha Petrie.

MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: May 23, 2010
Youth Ministries:  A class for middle and high-schoolers has begun.   Vacation Bible School is approved to be held the last week of July. 

Building & Grounds:  Modifications were approved to the proposed parking plan and approval was given to a capital funding campaign.  Brad Stamp will prepare a capital fund letter to be sent to members and friends of ERPC. 

Pastor’s Report:    Rob’s absence for Sunday, May 30, 2010 was noted.  Several baptisms were approved and discussion was held on Baptismal Theology and Polity.  Approvals were granted for the Jazz in Sacred Spaces concert and the “Music Serving the Word” worship service.  

If you have questions or are interest in any of these areas, please contact Pastor Rob Wilson or any Session Member. 

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Young Life Camps:  In addition to Highlands Camp mentioned on the front page, there are other good camp options such as the Young Life ones. For example, there is a friends and family camp at Frontier Ranch in Buena Vista on the weekend of August 13 – 15.  There is information about this available in the ERPC foyer.  Also the Valley Young Lifers will be going to Crooked Creek Ranch in Winter Park the week of June 27-July 3.   See their website (www.vailvalley.younglife.org) for additional information.
pastor to people,  june  ‘10

As summer has finally dawned upon us, we find ourselves anticipating long planned trips and vacations.  While recently attending my sister-in-law’s wedding I began to notice a curious thing about vacations.  Although we plan for them, look forward to them and work hard to get ready for them, there is a moment in every vacation when one begins to yearn again for home.  Sometimes this yearning does not kick in until we are driving home or about to walk in the door, but for many this yearning begins when we are still far away from the place we call our home.  

In Matthew 13, Jesus, who is the incarnate Word who has become flesh to dwell amongst us (on vacation if you will), begins to speak with haunting familiarity about the place he calls home, the Kingdom of God.  And like a person from the Vail Valley trying to explain to a person from the third world what our home is like, Jesus must resort to the parable:  “It is like this…”    But one parable won’t do and he begins to layer one atop the other.    As he does, we soon begin to yearn with him for home.  We begin to get the sense that indeed this present world and all of its values is not, cannot, and will not be our ultimate home.  We are sojourners through this life with an unsettled restlessness for home constantly nagging at our hearts and minds.  The prayer that our Lord taught us even suggests it:  “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  As quaint as it sounds, heaven is indeed our intended home and Jesus wants to convey to us that there is nothing quaint about heaven.  It is a place that is beyond human words, even parables.  Like a child trying to view a parade through the quick glances between taller and bigger onlookers, we only see glimpses and flashes.  

I like to say at the beginning of worship services, “Welcome Home.”  Our church was not only built to intentionally look and feel like a home, but we also strive to be a spiritual home that honors and serves our Lord well.  But our church home and all of our ministries are but a peek into the grand parade of heaven, our real home.  Jesus says in one of his most powerful promises:  “I go to prepare a place for you…and I will come and bring you there myself.”  

And so as we all go on well deserved vacations, camping trips, outings and summer, take note of that moment when you first begin to yearn for home.  It is actually a holy moment.  It suggests a deeper truth which points us back to Jesus’ promise which was fulfilled by the cross and empty tomb.   And it points us back to 455 Nottingham Ranch Road in Avon where every week (and on many weekdays) there is a spiritual community that yearns to welcome you home as well. 

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







