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We are all THANKFUL!

When I asked for contributions for this newsletter, I received information from a number of ERPC newsletter contributors.  The theme was “THANKS!!”
Services:  A big thank you to all who helped out with this year’s Advent and Christmas worship services. The music was wonderful. Thanks choirs, soloists, guitar players and, especially, conductors (Marsha, Laura, Christi)! There was something for everyone, from the Blue Christmas service to the Christmas Eve line-up: the children’s service, the candlelight service, and the late, quiet communion service. Thanks also for your participation in the Christmas Eve offering.  We have sent half of that offering ($1055) to the Salvation Army.

Christmas Party: Jenny Koenig wrote:  ERPC's Christmas party on December 19th went off wonderfully again.  Thank you to all that brought a dessert to share and stayed after to celebrate this wondrous season together.  Thanks to Jenny and Barb Wilson for organizing this.

Wreath/Centerpiece Fundraiser: Thanks to all of you who purchased your Christmas wreaths and center pieces through the church.  Sharman Green makes this happen every year. She also chairs the decorating (and de-decorating!!) of the church each year. A very big thank you to her and all who helped! We are sending the profits, $900, to the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership – assisting in providing for AIDs orphans. 
 

Adopt-A-Family:   Again this year Sherry Luhman led us in adopting a number of families for Christmas through the Salvation Army. In the past two years, Sherry has increased our participation significantly. Thanks to her and to all of you who were involved. 

Christmas Joy Offering:   Thanks for participating in this offering for retired ministers and for Presbyterian racial and ethnic colleges.

Alternative Gift Market: Thanks to Sandy Smith and Ann Rosenwald for making this effort again this year.  We have sent $445 to Habitat for Humanity, $150 to Developmental Services, $325 to Cure International, $375 to World Vision, and $45 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  The total for Alternative Gifts was $1340. 

From Amy Alexander: “I just want to thank everyone who participated in and helped with the Christmas Eve program: Mack Cooper and Raleigh Addington for being  willing to step up and take a leading role...you guys were awesome!  Marsha for using her amazing gifts to bless us and Sandi, too!!! Thanks, Christi Howell, for helping with the costumes and serving so beautifully! For the adult choir members that added so much with their gorgeous voices! I especially want to thank the sweet kiddos and their families...love you all! Happy New Year in Jesus!”

Starting 2011

SESSION:  We will install two new elders this year. August Wittenberg will take charge of Mission.  Ann Valenti will represent Worship. All will participate in all the leadership areas for which Session is responsible. Our two retiring elders, Jan Passchier and Craig Cormack deserve a BIG “thank you” for all their work.   
NEW MEMBERS IN 2010:  In 2010 we added 26 new members, by affirmation or by confirmation.  We look forward to getting to know all of them even better in the coming year and to adding even more!

Shawn Bruckman

Michael and Pat  Cole

Mary Jo Froberg

Dawn and Frank Holmes

Norma and Randall Horton

Alex and Pat Huck

Dyann and George Linder

Herb and Sherry Luhman

Jan and Larry Rigdon

Jean Trimmell

Steve and Ann Whitten

Joan Willoughby

By Confirmation

Remsen Allard

Mack Cooper

Erik Sortland

Stefan Sortland

Ali Feeney

Gunnar Wilson

Bible in 90 Days: This course will be offered again if there is enough interest.  So far, just one person has indicated interest. So any other interested persons need to contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com as soon as possible.

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on Sundays from 5:06 PM till 6:14 PM.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the first and third Fridays of the month.  The first meeting is at Vail Christian High School; the second  is an adventure of some kind. Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for information. Check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education:  A new class starts on January 9th, meeting Sunday morning at 8:30 AM in the library.  Rob will be leading us through a study on the book “The Hole in Our Gospel,”  the story of how the CEO of Lenox (china, tableware, and giftware) faced his struggle to obey God and his call for Christians to change the world by actively living out their faith. See Rob’s letter on the last page for more information and let him know if you are interested in attending.

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  No meeting in January!  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  We next meet on February 3rd at the home of Martha Petrie.  Our book is:  Celebration of Discipline, by Richard Foster.  Watch for reminders closer to the date.   Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share, a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM and are back to meeting in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Isaiah.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every week or once in a while. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)
Sunday Morning Hospitality

On January 9th Jean Corcoran will give a "minute for mission" about the importance of our after church hospitality.  There will be a sign up easel for ALL 52 Sundays of 2011! The Fellowship Committee hopes that many of you will take advantage of this opportunity to pick special occasions or favorite seasons and favorite people to pair up for this "ministry" at ERPC.  Don't worry - there will be reminders and always the ability to switch with someone. Thanks to all of those who have faithfully helped with hospitality throughout 2010.  Nancy Wright:  949-5885 or ngw@vail.net  or Gretchen Hatley:  949-0214 or glhatley@homail.com remain the contacts for this important service.

Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee organizes folks to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965 barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
Birthdays:

JANUARY

Liz Sortland
1/5
   Bayli McSpadden
1/5

Barbara Wilson     1/8
   Terry Scanlan

1/8

Bud Passchier
     1/12
   Kent Petrie

1/18

Stacy Addington  1/19
   Cindy Allard

1/21

Jim Spiker
     1/22
   Tim Bettenhausen
1/25

Martha Petrie
     1/26

FELLOWSHIP

 

2010 was a great year for fellowship activities!  Thank you to ERPC's fantastic Fellowship Team and everyone who joined in the fun!

 

Back by Popular Demand: Round Table Dinners

The date will be Sunday, January 23rd.  Participants can sign up to host or just attend.  Hosts are usually responsible for the main course.  Participants bring all the rest! Look for a signup sheet in the coming weeks.  Contact Barb Wilson with any questions.

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   Our weekly community dinner program is into its eighth year of operation.  We are always looking for volunteers so if you have time on a Wednesday evening, consider helping out sometime when it is convenient for you.  Or if you want to wrangle up a few of your friends sign up a whole team to run the dinner for a night.  Check out the signup sheet on the clipboard in the fellowship hall or contact Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Don MacLachlan, Sean or Jennie Koenig, August Wittenburg, or Martha Petrie.

MISSION 
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302.)  NOTE: The ZMP has its website up and running.  It is found at www.zimpartnership.org.  Visit to read more about this ministry and see pictures of the children and staff.

Honduras Medical/Dental Mission Trip

June 2011

The trip dates are June 17th - 28th, 2011. The trip is sponsored by Cure International. Many people from our church and community have gone in the past.  Contact Kent or Martha Petrie for more information and watch for other announcements at ERPC.  The deadline for applications will be about the first of the year and volunteers will be chosen based on how soon you sign up, relevant training you may have, and whether you have been before.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  Thanks to so many of you who helped with this project over the holidays.  Between Thanksgiving week and the end of the year we filled and mailed 15 boxes!  The boxes were filled with all sorts of personal care items, snacks, and school supplies and toothbrushes for an orphanage.  It was a mighty effort and the soldiers are so appreciative.  We will continue to send a couple of care packages every month.  If you are interested in being part of this please contact Martha Petrie.  And may peace finally come in 2011!

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Our new parking lot got quite a work out this Christmas season.  In fact, it was full on a number of occasions!  Thanks to all who made it possible.

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. On the website you will also find links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR DOORS

Annual Women’s Winter Retreat

Uniting Women of Faith Throughout the Vail Valley

The winter retreat for women held annually in the Valley will be on Thursday, February 17th from 1 to 4 PM and Friday, February 18th from 8:30 Am to 3 PM. The guest Speaker will be Gwynne L. John. Her topic is: “Staying Right-side-up in an Upside-down World.” To register contact: Kathy Iverson at kiverson@slifer.net.  The registration fee is $75.  There are sponsorships available. Make checks payable to: Ladies Retreat and mail to: Kathy Iverson, P.O. Box 114, Edwards, CO 81632 or give the check to Susan Watt.

pastor to people, January ‘11

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Several months ago I preached a sermon based on Richard Stearns book, “The Hole in Our Gospel”, which produced quite a bit of interest among our friends and members.  Stearns mixes together his personal story of being called from being the CEO of Lenox (fine dining ware) to the CEO of World Vision, a Christian aid agency that addresses poverty issues on an international level.  In his book, Stearns tells of some seminary students who sought to make a point about what God asks of us in terms of our monetary giving.  With scissors, they cut out all the scripture passages that referenced money and the person of faith’s responsibility for poverty issues.  What was left was a “Gospel” (good news) with a hole in it…a lot of holes in fact. 

The gaping hole that was left by this exercise prevents present day Christians from embracing the “whole” gospel which is for all people of all nations.  Beginning January 9th and running for 8 weeks, I will lead an Adult Sunday School class on Sunday mornings on this topic.  If we are to really affirm 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we must pay careful attention to the first word of this often cited passage:  All.  In  these 8 weeks, we will  attempt to 

assess,  study  and move  into action  as it relates  to the 

“Hole in our Gospel.”  I invite you to take part in this study (please contact me at erpcpastor@yahoo if you are interested in participating so that I can order the materials needed).  If you would like to preview these materials, please go to www.thegospelquest.com.  

As the New Year opens, it is worth reflecting upon what other “holes” are in our personal gospels.  I have discovered that each of us, myself included, have a Bible much like those seminary students.  We seek to cut out parts of it that we do not want to hear, grapple with and follow through on as disciples.  If 2 Timothy 3:16-17 is correct, then we must grapple with our own hole-filled and exclusive scriptures and pay careful attention to what we seek to cut out.   Be warned:  such an exercise is challenging and not for the timid.  

At Eagle River Presbyterian Church, we always seek to explore the whole gospel and apply it to our lives.  This may mean that we first need to spend time reading the “whole gospel.”  Thus your goal may be to participate sometime in 2011 in our “Bible in 90 Days” Class where you do what most Christians in America have not … actually read the entire Bible (please contact Gretchen Hatley or me if interested).  

My prayer for all of us this 2011 is that we will come to hear, be challenged by and be transformed by the “whole gospel” message.  

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







