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Looking Backward ... and  Forward.

We are all Thankful!

When I asked for contributions for this newsletter, I received information from a number of ERPC newsletter contributors.  The theme of so many of them was “THANKS!!”
Services:  A big thank you to all who helped out with this year’s Advent and Christmas worship services. The music was wonderful. Thanks choirs, soloists, guitar players and, especially, conductors (Marsha, Laura, Christie)! There was something for everyone, from the Blue Christmas service to the Christmas Eve line-up: the children’s service, the candlelight service, and the late, quiet communion service. The living nativity was also a great success – including the escaping donkey!  (See Rob’s letter on the back page.)  Thanks to all. 

Christmas Party: Jenny Koenig wrote:  Thank you to all who brought yummy desserts, appetizers, and the ham for our Christmas party at the church!  A joyous and tummy filling time was had by all and we are already looking forward to next year's!  Thanks to Jenny and Barb Wilson for organizing this.
Wreath/Centerpiece Fundraiser: Thanks to all of you who purchased your Christmas wreaths and center pieces through the church.  Sharman Green makes this happen every year. She also chairs the decorating (and de-decorating!!) of the church each year. A very big thank you to her and all who helped!

 

Adopt-A-Family:   Sherry Luhman, who coordinated our efforts this year wrote:  A very warm thank-you to the members and friends of ERPC for contributing to the Spirit of Christmas and gift giving to the Adopt-A-Family program of The Salvation Army.  We joyously provided gifts and Christ's love to 17 families.  Each of you who participated in this worthwhile program is very much appreciated.   We thank Sherry for her efforts which took us from 2 to 17 families!! 
Christmas Joy Offering:   Thanks for participating in this offering for retired ministers and for Presbyterian racial and ethnic colleges.
Alternative Gift Market: Thanks to Sandy Smith and Ann Rosenwald for making this effort again this year.  Sandy wrote: Once again ERPCers have shown their generosity in this season of giving. The Alternative Christmas Gift Market collected $1,612.00 for seven 
nonprofit organizations, 3 local and 4 international. This is a new record! Thank you to all who participated.
Bell Ringers:  Thanks to Mike Wodlinger for organizing bell ringers for the Salvation Army at the Edwards Market and to the intrepid souls who did their part as ringers!!

Children’s Programs:  Monica McCarroll, our elder who coordinates the children’s’ education and other programs wrote: If anyone wasn't sure about the strength of our kids’ program, all they would have to have done is to show up at our early service on Christmas Eve--but they would have had to show up early to get a good seat!  Over 180 people attended our children's service!  First and foremost I want to thank Amy Alexander.  Our children have been incredibly blessed by her leadership and her gift for teaching the gospel.  There is nothing like hearing a 3 year old say, "So, Jesus is the bridge to heaven."  But what Amy does would not be possible without the help of all of our volunteers.  Shawn Bruckman has stepped into a leadership role and been incredibly helpful with the preschool, elementary and confirmation classes.  We also have help every week from volunteers:  Jen and Tim Bettenhausen, Camille Cooper, Michelle Courtney, Joan Deck, Emily Farquhar, Karen Gilbert, Christie Howell, Jill Johnson, Sarah Ladd, Barb Lukes, Hillary McSpadden, Allana Smith, Kerry Stamp and Barb Wilson.  I offer you all my heartfelt thanks.  We thank Monica who works so hard at his.
Session:  We will install of two new elders this year. Jack Lee will take charge of Congregational Care.  Brad Stamp will represent Buildings and Grounds. Monica McCarroll, who has been on Session for two years and is responsible for our Children’s programs, was elected to serve another term in the same position. We are all grateful to Monica for her willingness to continue at this demanding job!!  All will participate in all the leadership areas for which Session is responsible. Our two retiring elders, Jean Dennison and Jim Potter deserve, and get, a BIG “thank you” for all their work over the past 3 years.   
Small Groups: We are thankful for their efforts in 2009 and look forward to a great 2010! If you are interested in one, contact the person listed below:

Quilting    
 Barb Kusske              
Soldier Support           
 Martha Petrie                                 
Empty Nesters Dinner Group  
 Nancy Wright                   
Dinner Group (with kids!)
 Karen Gilbert                   
Cycling/Snowshoeing Club
 Rob Wilson                       
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 will meet downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon.  
Youth Groups: wyldlife will take place every Wednesday from 6:59 PM till 8:14 PM at the VCHS gym. If you are interested, contact Scott Leonard at 376-70071 or scott@vailvalley.younglife.org.  For more information about Young Life in the Valley, check their website at www.vailvalley.younglife.org.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education: The adult education class is the weekly meeting for the “Read the Bible in 90 Days” group – the THIRD one of its kind!  You are welcome to join the discussion each Sunday at 8:20 AM – even if you are not reading the Bible in 90 days!

Read the Bible in 90 Days!

Would you like to celebrate Easter 2010 by completing reading the entire Bible? The third session of this Bible study will begin on Sunday, January 3rd and conclude on Easter, April 6th.  If you are interested in this challenging and rewarding endeavor, please contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or 949-0214.  

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our January meeting is Thursday the 7th at 6:30 PM at the home of Ruth Powers in Edwards. The book is “A Glimpse of Grace: A True Story” by Mary Forsythe.   Let Ruth know if you are coming and what you can bring for dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading the book of Mark.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are gathering at 9:15 am in the church library.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of the Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

January 10th    ________________________
January 17th    ________________________

January 24th    ________________________

January 31st    ________________________

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs Help!!
Welcome to a new decade:  Twenty Ten!!  No one is signed up for January so please help fill in the blanks!

 
January 10th     ________________________
January 17th     ________________________

January 24th     ________________________

January 31st     ________________________

 
Hospitality means making coffee before church, providing snacks and juice to share by setting up the round table in the middle of the foyer, and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it.     Questions?  Call Nancy Wright at 949-5885 or email:  ngw@vail.net.
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Do you have a daily prayer practice? Consider becoming a link on the ERPC prayer chain. The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16. Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.
FELLOWSHIP

Look for information on our “annual” all-church snowshoe at Ella’s.  Looks like it will be in February.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Looking for a way to get involved?  The Congregational Care team is looking for volunteers to help with organizing meals, support and care for church family and friends and putting together programs like small groups and prayer partners.  Minimal time involved and it is a great opportunity to give back to our church.  Please contact Karen Gilbert at 331-1482 for more information.

January Birthdays:
Liz Sortland   
 1/5 
 Stacy Addington
1/19

Bayli McSpadden  1/6    
 Cindy Allard
    1/21


Barb Wilson
           1/8        Jim Spiker
    1/22

Terry Scanlan        1/8        Tim Bettenhausen   1/25
Bud Passchier       1/12      Martha Petrie           1/26

Kent Petrie
           1/18

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Martha Petrie wrote: A big thank you to those from our church family who helped with the dinners in 2009.  We broke records with the number of people served and the number of people who volunteered this past year.  We are entering our seventh year!  Now more than ever our community needs a hot meal program.  We hope as we enter the new year that you will consider volunteering as your schedule allows and helping us with a meal sometime.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the foyer, listen for announcements in church, or contact Don  MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Sean and Jennie Koenig, Jean Dennison or  Martha Petrie.  A special thanks to the Vail Police Department and Moses Gonzales for the City Market cards they donated to our program as part of their annual food drive.

New Member Class: The next new member class will be held on Sunday, January 24th, right after coffee hour.  This class is for everyone with an interest in ERPC – both those wanting to become members and those simply seeking additional information.  Please contact Craig Cormack at 926-9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com.
Adult Baptism:   Recently ERPC celebrated several adult baptisms. If you have never been baptized and would like to be, please contact Rob by phone or e-mail.

Hispanic Ministry Outreach: ERPC is in the process of investigating a Hispanic ministry outreach.  If you feel a call to help research, investigate, pray about or be involved in this ministry, please contact Rob.
MISSION
Mission Opportunities:  Babies at Haydom Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania thank ERPC! We've already shipped off 4 big boxes loaded with baby supplies for the newborn intensive care unit and the orphanage at Haydom  Hospital.  These will be included in a larger container shipment of supplies that will be shipped to the hospital in 2010.  If any of you have items you wish to donate, please get them to Martha or Kent Petrie as soon as possible to be included in the next boxes they are packing.  Thank you to all who helped gather these supplies. Each item will be greatly appreciated and used by the hospital staff in  Haydom.  Asante sana.
SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  We filled and shipped 5 boxes in December, going to both Iraq and Afghanistan loaded with needed items and Christmas cheer.  Thanks to the Women's Book Group for the notes they wrote. It is always special to be able to include handwritten notes from individuals.  If you are interested in helping with these care packages - we try to ship out at least 2 every month - donated items or cash are helpful.  There is a list of suggested items on the table in the foyer.  If you wish to be included on the e-mail list of people who regularly help with this outreach ministry, contact Martha Petrie.
MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Koenig about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  It's an easy way to get the word out about what’s going on at ERPC!
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Winter Teen Night:  Teen Night at the Avon recreation Center will take place on the third Friday of the next three months (January through March.)  On each of these Fridays teens aged 13 through 15 are invited to the Rec Center from 6 PM until 8:45 PM.  Each Friday night will have a different theme and kids will play games, swim and “hang out!”   The cost for each night is $5.00 and pre-registration is preferred.  For more information, contact the Avon Recreation Center at 748 – 4060.

New Church Development:  The Presbytery of Denver, to which ERPC belongs, participates in God’s work of “doing a new thing.” Currently the Presbytery supports eight new church developments, fellowships and projects with both financial resources and personal involvement and leadership.  The newest proposed church development is “Aurora Southlands”. The New Church Development Committee is reviewing applications from more than 60 people interested in the position of “organizing pastor.”  Please pray for the Committee as it continues this work and for all of the new church developments in our Presbytery.
pastor to people, january ‘10
Who would have ever thought that a burro and a donkey would land ERPC in national and international news!  How ironic that our major goal as a church during the Christmas season (to proclaim the good news of the birth of the Messiah) would receive its platform in such a humble and unexpected way.  In fact, it reminds me of how the giving of God’s son first occurred.

Our news story began with the Vail Daily and 6 hours later was across the globe on AP.  In it I referred to a letter  I sent to our “parishioners”.  The actual letter was to a group from the Denver Presbytery that I help lead. We had been dealing with a stressful situation. To provide relief and put it all in perspective, I wrote the following:  

“I wanted to share a draining but enlightening distraction I had today that I hope cheers you all.  Our church puts on a "Living Nativity" which features our weekly community dinner but with the whole cast of characters present (kids in costume), outside in the snow, shivering in a manger, with our choir leading carols and hot chocolate warming everyone.  A local rancher donated a donkey and a burro this year and other animals are on their way.  

My wife had driven my little shepherds and wisemen to a TV station to do a promo for the event. The donkey and the burro stayed the night at the church in a fenced in area.  With an already full 'to-do' list, I received a call that my wife had locked the keys in her car. That was followed by a call that our burro and donkey had broken loose!  
Now imagine a pastor, his wife and kids and a few helpers from the church running miles (literally!) down some railroad tracks in snow...chasing a burro and a donkey.  Eventually with the help of three policemen, a parishioner and I got hold of the animals.  My family had already returned to the church and in the quiet walk back to the church (more miles!) and with snow falling all around...I had time to ponder how Mary and Joseph must have felt on their long journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  I thus renamed the two animals "Mary and Joseph".  I pondered all the weight that must have already been upon Joseph and Mary and how they must have asked time and time again, "what is God up to with us".  I pondered whether, amidst the pressure, Joseph ever had to run down the family burro with Mary yelling out instructions!  All of these little distractions with so much going on already.  But finally, in a humble manger, God was “with them”.  The word became flesh and was dwelling in their midst.  

It will be a draining few days for us all but in the midst of the distractions I hope that God will find all of us in a still, quiet moment (whether walking upon a railroad track or stuck in a traffic jam), and that we will be able to sense "God being with us" amidst the busy-ness.

Merry Christmas and May God be with us in 2010,  during this “wonderful” and yet “challenging” time of year.  


Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







