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Lent Arrives This Month 

This year Lent begins on February 17th, just around the corner.  It is never too early to start thinking about this most holy season of the Christian year.  Get a good start by attending the Ash Wednesday service at ERPC.  Watch Directional Signals for more information and read Rob’s good letter on the back page for a spiritual perspective.  

New Members

A new year brings new things – including some new members for ERPC.  On Sunday, January 31st, we welcomed six new members: Shawn Bruckman, Mary Jo  Froberg, Dyann and George Linger  and Sherry and Herb Luhman.  Three more – Richard Froberg and Joan and Robert Willoughby – had intended to join the same day, but were not able to be at the service.  We will happily make their membership official as soon as possible!  Please make each of these new members feel welcome - and find some great ways for them to be more involved in the life of ERPC!!

Thanks from Ella

As most of you know, our favorite Minturn–ite (or is it “Minturn-er”?), Ella Burnett, fell and broke her hip about a month ago.  Ella reports that she is doing well, getting around her house, going to therapy etc.  She wants to express her great thanks for the care of her ERPC family.  For the prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, flowers and – especially the meals! – she sends all her most sincere thanks.  Hopefully she’ll be with us in person very soon!  

And speaking of Ella, read on:
Annual Full Moon Snowshoe

 
What:  “All church” snowshoe

Where: Ella's home in Minturn - 447 Meadow Road 

(Turn right onto Nelson Ave. from Main Street. Keep going straight up the hill.  This road becomes Meadow Road at the gate.  Ella’s house is the first one on the right at the top of the hill.)

When: Friday, February 26th at 6:30pm

 
Grab your shoes, snowshoes that is, for our annual Full Moon Snowshoe at Ella Burnett's home in Minturn!  Join us on February 26th at 6:30pm  - and bring a snack to share  along  with  those  snowshoes.   Hot drinks  will be 

provided.  Although there is parking at Ella's, car pooling with someone that has a 4 wheel drive vehicle would be a good idea!   Don't forget your headlamps and poles if you need them.  Please contact Jennie Koenig with any questions:  970-328-1993.

Haiti

We are happy to announce that ERPC has collected over $2100 for disaster relief in Haiti. Our gifts will be contributed to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (“PDA”).  If anyone wants to give more, just make out a check to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance or ERPC and mark the check for “Haiti”.  

PDA is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) The core budget, including staff and administrative costs, is funded through the One Great Hour of Sharing, and its program work is additionally funded through designated gifts.  Our gifts will be designated for Haiti relief.  PDA has provided the people of Bel Air left homeless by the Haiti earthquake with tents, water, psychosocial care and other support.  If you would like to find out more about PDA, you can do so at the web site of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): www.pcusa.org. 

Partnership With Zimbabwe

While Rob was on vacation last summer, we were privileged to have as a visiting pastor, Rev. Paul  Neshangwe, from Zimbabwe, a country which faces significant problems in all areas of life: health, employment, food, security etc.   All who listened to Paul and who met his family were most impressed.   A number of people have asked that we invite the Neshangwe family back to ERPC to tell us more about their life and the life of the church in Zimbabwe.  We hope to do that later this year. In addition, the Denver Presbytery, of which ERPC is a part, has a special relationship with the Presbyterian Church in Zimbabwe.  A group of Denver Presbytery churches has formed the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership to work together to enhance the public health, education and spiritual development of the people of Zimbabwe, primarily in the Nyamashato, Murewa, Concessions regions and Harare (the capital city).  We are looking into the possibility of becoming a member of this partnership.  If you would be interested in knowing more about the possibilities of involvement with the Presbyterian Church in Zimbabwe, contact Ruth Powers at 926 – 9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meet downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon.  

Youth Groups: wyldlife will take place every Wednesday from 6:59 PM till 8:14 PM at the VCHS gym. If you are interested, contact Scott Leonard at 376-70071 or scott@vailvalley.younglife.org.  For more information about Young Life in the Valley, check their website at www.vailvalley.younglife.org.

Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education: By the end of this month, there will be TWO options for Sunday adult education, both meet at 8:20 AM. Ongoing is the weekly meeting for the “Read the Bible in 90 Days” group. You are welcome to join the discussion each Sunday– even if you are not reading the Bible in 90 days! The new study is described below:

New Adult Sunday School Class

Starting on February 28th, Kent Petrie will be leading a series entitled “Proverbs and Parables: God’s Wisdom for Living”.  It runs through May 2nd (with Easter off.) During the 10 weeks leading up to and after Easter, join us at 8:20 AM in the library for a cup of coffee and a fresh look at the words of Solomon and Jesus.  The same Holy Spirit who prompted King Solomon to tell “riddles” inspired Jesus to tell “stories.”  The consistency of God’s wisdom survives the ages and speaks to us today.

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our March meeting is Thursday the 4th at 6:30 PM at a place to be determined (watch Directional Signals for details.) The book is “Broken on the Back Row: A Journey Through Grace and Forgiveness” by Sandi Patty.   Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading the book of Mark.

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 am in the church library.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of the Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Elders to Serve Communion:  If you have ever been ordained an elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), have an interest in serving communion to our congregation, and have never been contacted before, that means we don't know about you!  Please contact Gretchen Hatley at 949 0214 or  glhatley@hotmail.com.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

February 7th     Craig and Linda Cormack

February 14th     ________________________

February 21st     ________________________

February 28th     ________________________

March 7th
       Sean and Jennie Koenig

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs Help!! 

Hospitality means making coffee, providing snacks and juice to share and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it.     Questions?  Call Nancy Wright at 949-5885 or email:  ngw@vail.net.
February 7th      ________________________

February 14th    Ruth and Tom Powers

February 21st     ________________________

February 28th     ________________________

 
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Do you have a daily prayer practice? Consider becoming a link on the ERPC prayer chain. The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16. Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.

FELLOWSHIP

See the front page for information on our “annual” all-church snowshoe at Ella’s.  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee sometimes provides meals for church members and friends in case of surgery, new baby, illness, etc. We would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could volunteer to do this when the need arises and at your convenience.  If you could be a part of this ministry please call Barbara Lukes (970-926-5965) or Email barb.lukes@gmail.com. Thanks!

February Birthdays:


Annika Bettenhausen  2/1     Mike Meehan 
2/23
Luke Wilson  
          2/5     Ann Rosenwald  
2/25

Audrey Howell            2/8     Ed Lukes 

2/27
Hunter Gilbert   
         2/16   Chuck Bunting 
2/28
Dick Dennison  
         2/21

Your Memories at Work

The Memorial Team is looking for ideas to put our memorial funds to good use in the furtherance of God’s work at ERPC. If you have an idea, talk to one of the team members or submit an application – which you can get in the ERPC office or by e-mailing Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.  For more information about the fund, contact any of the team members: Jean Dennison, Brenda Lee, Suszanne Mueller, Ruth Powers, Kathy Scanlan,  Rob Wilson.

EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  We are off and running into our seventh year of Loaves and Fishes Cafe, the free dinner we host every Wednesday night for anyone in our community.  If you are interested in volunteering to help with set up, food prep, serving, clean up, or providing food, please contact Jean Dennison, Sandy Smith, Don MacLachlan, Sean or Jennie Koenig, or Martha Petrie. Drum roll please: we set some records in 2009!  We served a total of 1,458 meals - our largest total ever - and 62 people from ERPC volunteered sometime during the course of the year to help; again, our largest total ever. Thanks to all who helped in 2009. We hope to see many of you supporting this ministry outreach in 2010.

Adult Baptism:   Recently ERPC celebrated several adult baptisms. If you have never been baptized and would like to be, please contact Rob by phone or e-mail..

Hispanic Ministry Outreach: ERPC is in the process of investigating a Hispanic ministry outreach.  If you feel a call to help research, investigate, pray about or be involved in this ministry, please contact Rob.

MISSION: HELP WANTED: Mission Trip Team Leader
The ERPC Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Team Leader for our domestic mission trips. As we start expanding our mission work, we plan on doing the trips every other year. We have decided to use the Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection organization (DOOR).  To find out more the DOOR mission work please go to www.doornetwork.org for details. After reviewing, if you are interested in being a Team Leader please contact Craig Cormack at 970.926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com. 

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  A small group of us at ERPC send of 2-3 care packages a month to men and women in uniform deployed overseas.  We are continually collecting personal care and snack items to send.  There is a list of suggested items to donate on the table in the foyer.  We can always use help with postage expenses. The special large flat rate APO boxes the US Post Office has cost $12.50 to send.  If you want further information please contact Martha Petrie.  Thanks to each of you who have been helping with this project. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.

The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Winter Teen Night:  Teen Night at the Avon recreation Center will take place on the third Friday of the next three months (January through March.)  On each of these Fridays teens aged 13 through 15 are invited to the Rec Center from 6 PM until 8:45 PM.  Each Friday night will have a different theme and kids will play games, swim and “hang out!”   The cost for each night is $5.00 and pre-registration is preferred.  For more information, contact the Avon Recreation Center at 748 – 4060.

pastor to people, february ‘10

While travelling in the Holy Land last March, we modeled our trip on the life of Christ.  The first part of our trip was spent near the Sea of Galilee.  Much of this area remains untouched by development and we marveled to see the beauty of the green hillsides and flowers in bloom.  It is no wonder that Jesus chose this area to spend most of his life with his disciples.  It is no wonder that Jesus used so many parables based on nature.  This region continues to be a place of beauty and refreshment even today.  It was easy to imagine Jesus going off on a mountainside to pray or to visualize twelve disciples huddled around their teacher along the Sea of Galilee.  

And just when we were getting settled into the routine of small town, rural life in the Middle East we, like Jesus did centuries before, “turned our faces towards Jerusalem”.  The transition was abrupt. The noises, smells and sounds were all different.  Not only did we enter a busy, modern city, we entered a city where the geo-political tensions and divides were almost palpable.  Even if one tried to imagine that these tensions were not there, the high concrete walls, the military checkpoints, the barbed wire barricades and the presence of armed soldiers quickly shocked one back into the reality that is Jerusalem.  

As I have followed Christ in my life, I have discovered that Jesus’ transition from Galilee to Jerusalem is more than a living metaphor but also a spiritual reality.  Sometimes we feel like life is cruising along and all is well.  These are the Sea of Galilee days.  And then there is an abrupt turning of the tables and we find ourselves in the tension of Jerusalem.  Relationships break down; loved ones are hospitalized or  travel through the valley of the shadow of death; a financial crisis creates fear.  Sometimes this transition is internal:  We fall into a subtle, or not so subtle, depression; experience a great disappointment; experience a ‘dry season’ as a Christian or have a health crisis.  We have traveled from Galilee to Jerusalem.  

In the Christian life, this is why we have Lent.  Lent is a 40 day period of preparation where we intentionally turn our faces toward our “Jerusalems”.  In Lent, we are asked to go deep within ourselves, examine our lives, take inventory and ask what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ in the 21st century.  There is a subtle tension in Lent where our discipleship is tested and becomes more serious, like traveling from Galilee to Jerusalem.  We talk in church about serious issues Jesus experienced and we continue to share:  the betrayal of a fellow disciple, a three-fold denial of a friend, a power struggle in a group of friends, an unjust arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, and the horror of a brutal death upon a cross.  

I invite you to transition your life from Galilee to Jerusalem starting on February 17th, Ash Wednesday, when we will begin Lent at 7:00 pm in our sanctuary.  


Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







