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CHRISTMAS IS HERE

This busy time of the year is also busy at ERPC.  There are several special services and activities.  Mark your calendars and participate with your church family as much as you can! The choir will be singing and the bell choir ringing almost every Sunday!!

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Thursday, December 9th at 6:30 PM: This is a quiet and contemplative service for those who are suffering at this particular time of year.  If you or a friend are feeling lost, lonely or sad, please come or bring that friend and gather with us to receive the support of fellow Christians. Communion will be served and the bell choir will perform.

CHRISTMAS EVE: 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
4:30 – 5:00 PM:
Living Nativity
5:00 PM: 

Children and Family Service

6:15 - 7:00 PM:
Living Nativity
7:00 PM: 

Traditional Candlelight Service

9:00 PM:

Contemplative Communion Service

The nursery will be available from 4:30 until 8:00 PM.

THE LIVING NATIVITY   
Calling all Angels, Shepherds, Sheep and Wise Men: your presence is requested for the ERPC Living Nativity, on Thursday, December 23rd from 5:00 to 6:00 PM and on Friday, December 24th from 4:30 to 5:00 PM and again from 6:15 to 7:00 PM.  Sign-up sheets are available in the Church foyer.  Please direct any questions to Christi Howell 926-5294.  Thank you.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

The Christmas Joy offering, a denominational offering for the Presbyterian Church (USA), will be collected on Sunday, December 12th. This offering goes to two different areas of service of the PC(USA): racial and ethnic education  and the retired/disabled ministers fund.

 ADOPT A FAMILY

We are looking for individuals, couples and families to be matched with a family for the Adopt-a-Family program of The Salvation Army – providing Christmas gifts for needy families.  Several individuals could "share" a family.  The gifts should be delivered by the weekend before Christmas to The Salvation Army office or directly to the family any time before Christmas.  Please contact Sherry Luhman at 926-6587 or shluhman@msn.com for more information.

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET

Our annual Alternative Gift Market is your chance to find the perfect gift for that person who already “has everything.”  Chances are he or she would rather provide food to a starving child, help build a Habitat house or support victims of domestic abuse in our valley, than get another “thing”.  We have several opportunities for you, including World Vision, Heifer Project International, Habitat for Humanity and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Each organization is connected in some way to ERPC and every dollar that you spend on a “gift” will go directly to that organization.  Please consider an Alternative Gift as you plan your Christmas shopping.

THANKS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: Thanks to the Johnson family for all their hard work and to everyone who participated.
HANGING OF THE GREENS: The church looks wonderful. Thanks to Sharman Green and her team who “hung the greens” after Thanksgiving. 

THANKSGIVING LOAVES AND FISHES DINNER: Again this celebration was a great success. There were 74 people at the dinner.  Special thanks to Don Maclachlan for organizing everything and to the 30 people who provided homemade food for the dinner.

CHOIRS:  Thanks ahead of time to the providers of music for our Christmas season, in particular our mixed voice choir and out bell choir.  And a special thanks to Marsha Marshall and Laura Howard who lead these talented groups!
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on Sundays from 5:06 PM till 6:14 PM.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the first and third Fridays of the month.  The first meeting is at Vail Christian High School; the second  is an adventure of some kind. Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for information. Check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx.

Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery.  
Adult Sunday Education:  Watch Directional Signals for more information. 

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our December meeting was at Norma Horton’s home in Wildridge.  There is no January meeting, so we next meet on February 3rd at the home of Martha Petrie.  Our book is:  Celebration of Discipline, by Richard Foster.  Watch for reminders closer to the date.   Also, let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share, a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM and are back to meeting in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Isaiah.   All women are welcome, whether you can come every week or once in a while. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Thanks to all of those who have faithfully helped with hospitality and to those of you who will help in the future.  2010 is taken care of but there is lots of room for 2011!!  Questions?   Nancy Wright:  949-5885 or ngw@vail.net  or Gretchen Hatley:  949-0214 or  glhatley@homail.com.
December 5th:       Smiths/Holmes

December 12th:     Barbara and Bruce Kusske

December 19th:     Jean Dennison

December 26th:     Ruth and Tom Powers

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How a newcomer is greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contact Sharman Green (926-3896 or sharmco@gmail.com.)
There is a special need for help on Christmas Eve.  Talk to Sharman.

Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes (926-5965 barb.lukes@gmail.com.)
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Jack Lee
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Deb Tennant
 12/20
Stefan Sortland

12/22 Skip Picking
 12/28
Macy Gilbert

12/30

FELLOWSHIP

 

The Fellowship committee is hosting a buffet on the 19th after the worship service.  Watch Directional Signals for more information.

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   Hard to believe but we are starting our eighth year of hosting this dinner - WOW!  Sandy Smith, Sean and Jennie Koenig, August Wittenburg, Jean Dennison, Martha Petrie and Don MacLachlan are the church members who have been taking turns planning the dinners most weeks.  If you are interested in planning a dinner or corralling a group of friends to work at the dinner one night, please check out the sign-up sheet in the foyer or contact one of the persons listed above.  We welcome all helpers!  
MISSION 
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth Powers know (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302.)  NOTE: The ZMP has its website up and running.  It is found at www.zimpartnership.org.  Visit to read more about this ministry and see pictures of the children and staff.
TANZANIA: When Martha and Kent were in Tanzania in 2009 and 2010, they worked with single mothers, students, and HIV positive men and women, helping them acquire skills that would allow them to set up cottage industries from their homes.  They have learned how to knit, crochet, and make banana bread. Martha is gathering some items that will help them continue with these endeavors - knitting needles, crochet hooks, whisks, scrapers, wooden spoons.  If any of you could help with any of these things please let Martha know.  She will be collecting them until December 12th.


Honduras Medical/Dental Mission Trip

June 2011

The trip dates are June 17th - 28th, 2011. The trip is sponsored by Cure International. Many people from our church and community have gone in the past.  Contact Kent or Martha Petrie for more information and watch for other announcements at ERPC.  The deadline for applications will be about the first of the year and volunteers will be chosen based on how soon you sign up, relevant training you may have, and whether you have been before.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  We have been busy getting care packages sent out for the Christmas season.  So far we have mailed 9 boxes. We hope to get 5 or 6 more packed and shipped in the next week.  If you are interested in helping, either donating items or providing funds for buying items or shipping, please contact Martha Petrie.  Thanks to those of you who have donated. That helped get this off to a good start for the season.  The troops really appreciate it! 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

B and G has plans for 2011 – subject to funding, of course! – more trees on the new berm, a storage shed to be built around the electric meters in the new parking lot and more plantings at the edge of the building in the rear.  Meanwhile, enjoy the parking lot!!

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. On the website you will also find links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR DOORS

The Vail Academy Annual Christmas Musical

The Vail Academy is currently preparing for their annual Christmas Musical.  This year’s performance is called Miracle at Midnight set in the small town of Bethlehem during the elections.  The St. Claire of Assisi Catholic School Choir as well as the Alpine Wind Ensemble will also perform on this special night. Everyone in the community is welcome to attend: Friday, December 17th, at 6:30 pm at the Vilar Performing Arts Center.   Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased through the Vilar ticket office at www.vilarpac.org  or 970-845-tixs. For more information, please contact The Vail Academy administrative office at 970-845-0783.  

Amahl and the Night Visitors

The Central Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir will present this beautiful Christmas opera at 7 PM on Sunday, December 19th in Central’s sanctuary (Central Presbyterian Church, 1660 Sherman Street, Denver) Pre-order tickets and save!  $8.00 for adults and $5.00 for children ($10 at the door).  For more information, visit www.centraldenver.com or call the church office at (303) 839 – 5500.
pastor to people, december ‘10

Since returning from Zimbabwe last month, I have been asked many times whether I have “recovered” from the trip.  The answer is twofold and complex:  Physically, yes.  Spiritually, no.   I hope that I am still processing all that I saw, heard, felt and experienced for years to come.   Returning during the season of Advent, I began to read the Christmas story.  And there I discovered two words that seem to capture my spiritual processing:  “But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).  

 “Treasuring” and “Pondering” are the two descriptive words used to define a young, very faithful, and awe-inspired Mary whom God had called for extra-ordinary service.  Could she have known nine months prior when she uttered those faithful words:  “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word” (Luke 1:38) where this divinely inspired journey would lead?  In fact, any time that we follow Jesus’ invitation and commands with a response of “Here I am”, we will be led on an adventure that invites us to “treasure” and “ponder” for years to come.  

I have been left to “treasure” the commitment that Denver Presbytery has made in our partnership with the Presbytery of Zimbabwe; to “treasure” new relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ; to “treasure” the wisdom that these faithful Christians have to share with us  as  they  follow   Jesus  under   much  more    difficult 

circumstances than we; to “treasure” how something as simple as a soccer ball can break down barriers of age, race, language and nationality within minutes; to “treasure” the hospitality of our African brothers and sisters. I have been left treasuring with Mary.

And yet I have also been left to “ponder”.  Along with the other delegates who shared in “listening sessions” in each region of Zimbabwe, I am left to “ponder” where and how the voice of Jesus is calling us to partner together as presbyteries; to “ponder” how children separated from parents and home in orphanages can have such bright, glowing smiles; to “ponder” what it would be like to live daily with power outages, water outages and politics that leave little hope for any change; to “ponder” the faithful challenge of Zimbabwe pastors and evangelists who preach at multiple posts on a Sunday (one evangelist walked 10 k from one church to the other…and then back).  I have been left pondering with Mary. 

Mary and I have one further thing in common:  our “treasuring” and our “pondering” leave us in total awe of God and how God continues to work out his plan in our world.   We should all sit in awe of a God who brought about our salvation through such risky and yet humble means.  He continues to work in this way in our lives too.  So I invite you too during this season of Advent to spend time “treasuring” and “pondering” how God is working in your life, in our church family, in our presbytery and all the way in Zimbabwe.  I hope I never recover from that!

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







