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Holy Week Calendar

Palm Sunday, April 17th


Worship


9:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 21st


Last Supper Drama 
 
7:00 p.m.


   with communion

Good Friday, April 22nd          

 
Tenebrae Service

7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 24th 


Worship


9:30 a.m.


Brunch 
            

11:00 a.m. 

Palm Sunday

Our choirs will be singing, including the children. Amy asks that the kids arrive by 8:50 AM and says “Thanks!”

The Last Supper: Maundy Thursday

Continuing what is becoming a bi-annual ERPC tradition, there will be a dramatic enactment of the Last Supper – using the famous painting by Leonardo da Vinci as its inspiration – on Maundy Thursday.  Dick Gustafson, veteran of many valley productions and a part of the ERPC family, is directing and the actors are all members or friends of ERPC.    There will also be communion – so come expecting to be blessed.

Tenebrae Service: Good Friday

Tenebrae means “shadows” or “darkness” in Latin.  This service, new to ERPC this year, is one which is celebrated in many churches throughout Christendom.  It is a somber, meditative service, meant  to focus the participants on the sufferings of Christ. 

Easter Sunday

The service will be at the regular Sunday service time of 9:30 AM – but come early to get a seat. Come to worship our risen Lord – and bring your best voice to join the choir in “The Hallelujah Chorus”.  The Fellowship committee will be providing Easter brunch for all to enjoy after service.  Please come and celebrate His resurrection  with us!

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:   The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be taken on Sunday, April  10th.  The gifts that we give are used by the PC(USA)  to benefit people around the world and are divided among three programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People. Make checks payable to ERPC and note “One Great Hour of Sharing” on the check.

ZIMBABWE MISSION PARTNERSHIP:  On Sunday evening, March 26th, 35 of us gathered to hear more about the connection between the Denver Presbytery and the Presbytery of Zimbabwe.  Rev. Paul Neshangwe  gave us much to think about as he talked about the conditions in his country.  Rob reflected on his trip to Zimbabwe last November and Ruth Powers told us more about the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership. The ZMP provides school fees, uniforms, food and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center. If you are interested in learning or doing, let Ruth know (ruthpowers1@aol.com or 926-9302.)  NOTE: The ZMP has its website up and running: www.zimpartnership.org.  Any checks for the ZMP should be made out to ERPC and clearly marked “ZMP.”
HONDURAS MISSION TRIP - JUNE 17 – 28:  This bi-annual mission trip is coming soon.  We  continue to collect items to send on this medical/dental mission trip to San Luis, Honduras.  Snack-sizes zip loc bags and film canisters are two things needed most.  Other appreciated items are: need: antacids, calcium, Tylenol, Advil, prenatal vitamins, liquid medicine dispensers for children. Monetary donations are also cheerfully accepted  (checks made out to ERPC, with "Honduras mission" on the memo line) to help in the purchase of prescription meds and more specialized supplies such as ace bandages.  For more information contact Kent or Martha Petrie.  !Gracias por su ayuda!

HOPE SUNDAY:  God created each of us to make a difference in His name. Today, and every day, nearly 26,000 children around the world will die, most from causes such as hunger and treatable diseases. You can reach out to help prevent this tragedy for one child by sponsoring a child through World Vision. Come by the Hope Sunday table in the fellowship area after worship on April 10th to choose the photo of a child whose life you can change forever

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. NOTE:  Amy could use some volunteer help with Sunday School.  Please let her know if you can spare a Sunday morning.

Youth Groups:  Young Life (high school) meets at Gracious Savior Lutheran Church on Monday evenings.   Wyldlife (middle school) meets the second and fourth Fridays of the month.  Call Scott Leonard at 376-7971 for information and check the website: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/VailValley/default.aspx  for up-to-date information.  Remember: summer camp is not that far away!  Check the website for  info.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we have a toddler (downstairs) AND an infant (upstairs) nursery. 

Adult Sunday Education: The class meets each Sunday morning at 8:15 in the library. Join Rob for a “Pulpit Roundtable”.  We will explore the Scripture passage to be used the following week in the sermon. You may find yourself a sermon contributor!

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our April meeting will be on the 7th at the home of Barbara Kusske in Eagle Ranch.  Our book is “Calm My Anxious Heart”  by  Linda Dillow.  For more information, contact Gretchen Hatley (glhatley@hotmail.com   or 949-0214).  Also, let Gretchen know if you would like to be on the e-mail list.

Men’s Bible Study:   We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Genesis. 

Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 AM in the church library. We are reading through the Bible and are in the book of Jeremiah.   All women are welcome, every week or once in a while! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: A Bible Study for women is meeting in Eagle.  We meet on Tuesdays at 9 AM at Carrie Devlin's home (739 Bull Run). Contact Monica McCarroll (328–1054) or Carrie Devlin (328-4377) for more information.

EASTER LILIES

Purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a loved one. The sign-up sheet is in the foyer.  The cost is $10 for each lily.

WORSHIP

Greeter Schedule:  Greeters are needed. This is a simple but important service.  How you are greeted any Sunday leaves a lasting impression!!  Contac are Sharman Green (sharmco@gmail.com or 926-3896.)  NOTE:  Sharman is looking for someone to take over this responsibility.  She’ll give you great support.  If you are the one: call her!!!
Sunday Morning Hospitality:  Many thanks to the 24 families (or individuals) who, since January 9th, have provided hospitality refreshments (or have signed up to do so in the next few weeks)!  Much of our congregation enjoys this time after worship to visit and linger in fellowship. Now is the time for many more folks to look at their calendars and sign up for May, June, July and August.  Don't be afraid to commit ahead of time!  You will receive a reminder the week before your chosen Sunday and you can always reschedule if your schedule changes. Please contact Gretchen Hatley at glhatley@hotmail.com or (970) 949 – 0214 if you have any questions about this ministry opportunity.  

Calling All Prayer Warriors:  Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427.
THANKS FROM ELLA

Ella Burnett sends her thanks and best wishes to all who provided food, sent cards, visited and prayed for her during her recent back surgery.   We are all happy that she is doing well!

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Committee organizes folks to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participate when the need arises. Please contact Barbara Lukes at 926-5965 or barb.lukes@gmail.com.
Birthdays:

APRIL

4/2
Steve McFadden



4/10
Mia Cooper

4/12
Larry Agneberg

4/20
Becky McCauley

4/29
Lorien Wilson


4/29
Mariah Davis

EVANGELISM

Loaves and Fishes:   We Can Use Your Help!

Even though the ski season is coming to an end, we continue with this program.  It is year round and we can always use volunteers.  If you have time to help sometime between 4:30 and 7:30  on Wednesdays, sign up on the clipboard in the foyer.  We need people to help with food prep, set up of tables and chairs, serving and clean up.  If you are unable to come and help on Wednesday nights, then consider donating food.  We are as busy as ever these past few weeks, feeding anywhere from 25 to 35 people each week.  Thanks so much for your support!

MISSION 
ZIMBABWE: ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. See the front page for more information on this important work. If you are interested in becoming more involved, please contact Ruth Powers or Rob.

New Members: If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like information please contact August Wittenberg at august@saynomorepromotions.com or 328–0105.
SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support:  Our leader in this effort, Martha Petrie, says there will be a break until the end of the June mission trip.  She’ll start again after that. So if you are interested, you can still contact Martha. The  soldiers need mostly personal care items, snacks, and microwavable food. There is a list of suggestions for items to donate on the table in the foyer.  We can also use help with postage which is a special $12.95 APO/FPO rate when the large flat rate boxes are used.

BLOW-OUT SALE!!

ERPC will no longer be selling Equal Exchange fair trade coffee as a church fundraiser. The remaining coffee will be sold for $6.00 per 12 ounce bag. There is Breakfast Blend whole bean and drip grind and French Roast whole bean. If you are interested in purchasing coffee, please contact Sandy Smith.

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: Help is needed in the audio/visual room on Sundays. Managing the screens and making sure the sermons are recorded are the key elements.  No experience necessary!!  Let Rob know if you can help.

The ERPC Website:  We have a website that offers information about the church and its activities. There are also links to the Presbytery, a calendar of church events, some of Rob’s recorded sermons, the newsletter and more. Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  You can also contribute photos and news items.  Send them to: erpcoffice@yahoo.com.
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

The e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, send an e-mail to erpcofffice@yahoo.com or call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses and your phone number. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthpowers1@aol.com.) 

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

2011 Subaru Elephant Rock Cycling Festival.

Castle Rock, CO  June 5th


Ride the Elephant Rock with TEAM ZIMBABWE and help raise funds to provide daily meals, clothing, school fees and medical help for nearly 1,000 children, many orphaned by AIDS.  

 

Whether you are a 100-mile competitor, someone who just wants to get the family out for an easy 25-mile spin together, or a company that would like to have its name associated with a truly worthy cause, you can make a difference in the lives of these children by joining TEAM ZIMBABWE  as a rider or supporter.

  
Zimbabwe Mission Partnership web site (www.zimpartnership.org)   to find out more about TEAM ZIMBABWE and the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership, or contact Erin Nap at (303) 498.0362 or at rideteamzim@gmail.com. 

pastor to people,  April  ‘11

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared…”

In this season of Lent, we are making the journey with Jesus to the cross and with the women to the empty tomb on Easter morning.  I hope that you are finding Lent, our sermons and worship a meaningful part of your journey.

But in a few weeks, we will be joined by many people who know little of this Lenten journey.  They will walk through our doors because of a friend’s invitation, a deep impulse to go to church on Easter or perhaps simply because...well they actually don't know why.  Trusting that all reasons lay in the power of the Spirit, my deep prayer is that these visitors will encounter a living Savior who has loved them beyond their imagination.  My hope is that this will not be the last time that they walk through our church doors in the upcoming calendar year.  

On the first Easter morning, faithful women were drawn by the beckoning of the Spirit too.  These women were awarded the honor of being the first bearers of the good news delivered via angelic messenger:  “Why do you seek the living One amongst the dead?  He is not here, but He has risen”.  I often wonder what kind of people those women encountered on their holy walk at dawn before arriving at the tomb?  Did they meet jeering skeptics?...disappointed disciples of Jesus? ...mocking Romans?

Who our visitors will encounter on their holy walk to ERPC is actually up to you?  What role will you play?  Will you be a jeering skeptic, disappointed disciple or mocking Roman that doubts the commitment of these occasional or yearly visitors? 

I know many people (even a few pastors) who resent the presence of these visitors who only come once or twice a year.  I know of one man who never attended church again because years ago a minister poked fun at him and other yearly visitors in attendance on Easter morning.  But I have no such resentment or chastisement for these holy visitors.  I relish the opportunity to let the Spirit do its subtle work in people’s souls as we seek to welcome, preach, sing and fellowship in a way that is light and salt to every holy visitor.  Make no mistake, these holy visitors on Easter morning, like the first ones several centuries ago, will be watching with keen interest as they arrive.  

As Easter dawns in 2011, may the good news greet each of you:  “Why do you seek the living One amongst the dead?  He is not here, but He has risen”!  And may you meet other holy visitors, by word and deed, with the same enthusiasm of the angel at the tomb.  As our Lenten journeys come to this glorious end in a few weeks, please make it your last Lenten practice to begin praying for these holy visitors…and perhaps even inviting one or two.

Blessings, Rob

Journeying 

together to 

know 

Christ’s love 

and to make 

Christ 

known

witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of

 the Vail Valley

eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     







