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HOLY WEEK 
Palm Sunday:   We celebrated Palm Sunday last week. In addition to a moving sermon, we were thrilled by the terrific music of the bell choir, the adult choir and our kids – all of whom enjoyed a good breakfast provided by the Session.  Thanks!   Below: Marsha plays piano; Amy the guitar and the children sing their hearts out!
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Maundy Thursday:   Jean Corcoran writes:  “What a treat it was to be greeted and waited on by period-costumed ‘bus boys’ at the observance of the Last Supper on Thursday.  Kent Petrie and his entourage took us all back in time with their dramatic recall of the events of that evening, including the serving of the bread and wine for Communion.   Laura Howard and ERPC's bell choir played a wonderful medley, adding to the powerfully solemn atmosphere.  From just "one in the large crowd": thank you to all who participated and made the evening a memorable even.”
Easter Sunday: The service will be at the regular Sunday service time of 9:30 AM – but come early to get a seat. Come to worship our risen Lord – and bring your best voice to join the choir in “The Hallelujah Chorus”.  The service will also include a baptism and the confirmation of six of our teenagers.  Don’t miss it.
EASTER BRUNCH

Fellowship Committee is providing a post Easter service brunch on Easter Sunday.  Please come and join us in celebrating Christ's resurrection!
The Easter Lilies in the sanctuary are provided through congregational gifts in honor and memory of loved ones.  A full list can be found in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
One Great Hour of Sharing

The 2010 One Great Hour of Sharing offering has been taken.  But you can still contribute if you missed it.  The gifts that we give are used by the PC(USA)  to benefit people around the world and is divided among three programs- Self-Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. Make checks payable to ERPC and note “One Great Hour of Sharing” on the check.
Voice of the Martyrs

Voice of the Martyrs is a non-profit, inter-denominational Christian organization dedicated to assisting the persecuted church worldwide. VOM was founded in 1967 by Pastor Richard Wurmbrand, who was imprisoned 14 years in Communist Romania for his faith in Christ. His wife, Sabina, was imprisoned for 3 years. In the 1960s, Richard, Sabina, and their son, Mihai, were ransomed out of Romania and came to the United States. Through their travels, the Wurmbrands spread the message of the atrocities that Christians face in restricted nations. The Voice of the Martyrs continues in this mission around the world today.  (www.persecution.com)
Our own Linda Wohleber is an area representative for VOM here and in Northern Florida where Linda and her husband, Bob, have another home.  If a church or a group requests a speaker in her area, she will present the story of VOM.  The goal is to inform people about the persecution of Christians throughout the world, with the idea that people who know what is going on will write letters of encouragement to prisoners, be advocates to their governments, and most importantly, pray for them.

A recent example: Gao Zhisheng, a pastor in China, has been imprisoned for years and not been heard from in a long time. His family didn't know whether he was dead or alive. The Chinese authorities were presented with a petition with thousands of signatures from all over the world demanding that they tell the world what had happened to Gao. He was finally able to contact his family about a week ago. 
Linda presented the story of VOM to the Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study several weeks ago.  We all found it most interesting AND sobering.  We think of Christian martyrs as being something of the past.  But there are more people suffering for their faith today than at any time in history.  If you are interested in knowing more or having Linda talk to your group, please contact her at rmwohleber@hotmail.com or (850) 687–3322 (cell).
Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult

Youth Ministry:

Elementary/Preschool classes: Sunday School for all children from ages 3 - 10 meets downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents after the sermon. 
Vacation Bible School
Along with our Christian educator, Amy Alexander, the Christian Education Team is beginning to plan our 2010 Summer Vacation Bible School.  If you are interested in being a part of this important ministry to our children, please let Amy know.
Youth Groups: Young Life Club (for HS'ers) meets at the Miller Ranch Community Center Monday nights from 7:16-8:29.  Every week students from VMS, BMHS, VCHS, and even EVHS come for a great time. WYLDLIFE (for Middle Schoolers) meets in the Vail Christian HS gym on Wednesday nights from 6:59-8:14.  The first Wednesday of each month we meet at Calvary Chapel.  
Young Life Banquet
The second annual Young Life Banquet will be held in the Vail Christian High School auditorium at 6 PM on Saturday, April 24th. Tickets are $25. E-mail jc@cerovich.com for more information.
Nursery:  Nursery care is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. Since our church has been growing, we now have a toddler AND an infant nursery.  The toddlers are downstairs and infants upstairs.   

Adult Sunday Education:   Kent Petrie is leading a series entitled “Proverbs and Parables: God’s Wisdom for Living”.  It runs through May 2nd (with Easter off.) During these 10 weeks, join Kent at 8:20 AM in the library for a cup of coffee and a fresh look at the words of Solomon and Jesus.  The same Holy Spirit who prompted King Solomon to tell “riddles” inspired Jesus to tell “stories.”  The consistency of God’s wisdom survives the ages and speaks to us today.
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month all year (except this month when we are meeting on the 8th.)  Make this a part of your regular monthly schedule. You’ll be glad you did!  Our April meeting is at 6:30 PM at the home of Susan Watt in Eagle Ranch. The book is “Disappointment With God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud” by Philip Yancey.   Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)  

Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come with a breakfast item to share; a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading the book of Mark.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We gather at 9:15 am in the church library.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are almost through the book of the Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP

Elders to Serve Communion:  If you have ever been ordained an elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), have an interest in serving communion to our congregation, and have never been contacted before, that means we don't know about you!  Please contact Gretchen Hatley at 949 0214 or glhatley@hotmail.com.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

April 4th
 ________________________  
April 11th     ________________________
April 18th     ________________________

April 25th     ________________________
Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs Help!! 
Hospitality means making coffee, providing snacks and juice to share and cleaning up afterwards.  It is fun and everyone really enjoys and appreciates it.     Questions?  Call Nancy Wright at 949-5885 or email:  ngw@vail.net.
April 4th
Brunch provided
April 11th    ________________
April 18th    Ella Burnett and Jean Corcoran
April 25th     ________________________

 
Calling All Prayer Warriors

Consider becoming a link in the ERPC prayer chain. We lift in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.   Contact Sandy Smith, 476-6427 for more information.
FELLOWSHIP

The Fellowship Committee is meeting on April 18th at 11am in the church library.  Please bring your ideas and suggestions for 2010!
CONGREGATIONAL CARE


The Congregational Care Committee would be happy to provide meals to church families who need them during times of illness, birth, injury, surgery or other crises.  Please contact Barb Lukes, Sherry Luhman or Susan MacLachlan if you know of someone in need.   It doesn't have to be a “gourmet meal" or even home cooked, just something simple and edible.  Also, we would like to add to our e-mail list those of you who could participates when the need arises and at your convenience.  If you can be a part of this ministry please call or e-mail  Barbara Lukes  at barb.lukes@gmail.com or 970-926-5965.
March Birthdays:


Steve McSpadden
4/2
Mia Cooper
          4/10
Larry Agneberg
4/12
  Becky McCauley    4/20
Lorien Wilson         4/29       Mariah Davis          4/29
EVANGELISM
Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Good meals have been prepared and served by many people since the start of the year, including groups from the Sonnenalp and St. Patrick’s. If you are interested in gathering a team of people to do the dinner one night, or if you know an outside group that would be interested in hosting, please spread the word.  Thanks so much for jumping in.  Don MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Sean and Jenny Koenig, and Martha Petrie continue to take their turns hosting the dinner.  We hope you can find a Wednesday night to come and check us out sometime. There are so many ways to participate.
MISSION: Foreign and Domestic!
DOOR: The ERPC Mission Team is looking for someone to be the Leader for domestic mission trips which we hope to do every other year. We plan to use Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  See the website at www.doornetwork.org. If you are interested in being a Team Leader please contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 970.926.9036.
ZIMBABWE:  As noted in previous newsletters, we hope to increase our knowledge of and connection to the country of Zimbabwe. As a part of that, ERPC has joined the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership of the Denver Presbytery. Among other things, the Partnership focuses on providing school fees, uniforms, nutritional supplements and medical care for orphans enrolled in the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center.  Ruth Powers will be the ERPC contact person.   If you are interested in any way – both learning and doing – please let Ruth know at 926-9302 or by e-mail at ruthlpowers@aol.com.
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

We are investigating the feasibility of adding 40 parking spaces east of the existing parking lot as in the original building plans and completing the major berm and lawn work east of the church started in the fall. Keep watching!
Help Wanted:  Jim Spiker is looking for someone to take joint custody with him of the bushes and trees around ERPC.  This is a "hack job" for someone who loves the outdoors and can help with the trimming and pruning two or three times a year.  "On the job training" is available.  Fringe benefits include fresh air, plenty of sunshine, and a beautiful view.

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Soldier Support: We can really use handwritten notes or drawings from children.  We put one personal note in each box, but would love to be able to slip more in with each mailing.  Notes can be simple: “thanks”, “be safe”, “God bless”,” take care”.  Notes can just be addressed to "Any Soldier."  If you are interested in donating items, please leave them in a bag marked "soldier support" on the kitchen counter at church or contact Martha Petrie.  A list of suggestions is on the table in the foyer.  Help with the cost of postage is also appreciated. The APO flat rate boxes cost $12.50.  Thanks to those of you who have been helping with these ministries.
MISCELLANEOUS

Business Directory:  ERPC is starting a business directory. If you are a member or regular visitor, we would love to include your information. Drop your business card in the basket in the foyer, fill out one of the yellow forms or e-mail Jean Dennison at jean221@mac.com.
The ERPC Website:  Please contact Jenny Fancher in the church office about all church events. She will put them on the website calendar. Include a line or two about the event, when and where it is taking place, and a contact person (name, phone number, email address).  
Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  Rob:    erpcpastor@yahoo.com
Office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040. Leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 

Newsletter by E-Mail: If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail, please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS
Mountain Hospice:  Mountain Hospice in Edwards offers in-home nursing and volunteer care throughout the valley to people who are ill.   A training program for anyone interested in volunteering for hospice will begin in April.  If you would like more information, please contact Ruth Walker at 376 – 4114. 
pastor to people,  april ‘10
One of my favorite cartoons has a young boy, dressed in his Sunday best and sitting in his Pastor’s office obviously after worship services.  His feet are up on the Pastor’s desk, hands clasped behind his head with the caption reading:  “So Pastor, what do you do with the rest of your week?”  A man from my former church in Washington used to jest in that same vein, “So Rob, what is it like to only work on Sundays?”  

I thought that I would take next two months to answer that question. If you ever seriously wondered what the day in the life of a pastor is like, this is your chance!  This month, I’ll attempt to lay a framework and next month I’ll answer our young friend’s question.  

The Biblical answer to that question comes directly from Ephesians 4:11-12 where the Apostle Paul gives a great description of the many vocational callings to Christian ministry:  “It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists and some to be PASTORS AND TEACHERS, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ can be built up.”  Notice the words “pastors” and “teachers” appear in close proximity - which leads most scholars to assume that Paul means to connect the two in function.  The pastor is to have a teaching function within the church.  But the word “pastor” is actually a term borrowed from agrarian circles meaning “to shepherd”.  So  biblically  speaking,  a  pastor’s mandate is to “teach 
and shepherd God’s people” in a way that equips those people for service and builds up the Body of Christ.  

Before I can answer the young boy’s question, I need to make a confession on behalf of the American Protestant church.  Whatever it was to be a pastor before the mid-1900s in America, there was a seismic shift high on the Richter scale of change in the mid-1900s when it came to “pastoring”. The Protestant church began to adopt the model of the world surrounding it…the business world.  Author and theologian Eugene Peterson documents well and laments how this changed the role of the pastor.  The pastor became the mini-CEO.  Signs on pastor’s doors that used to read “Pastor’s Study” (one must study to teach and preach), were not so subtly replaced by signs that read “Pastor’s Office”.  The pastor became less a visitor to hospital rooms and it was expected that he/she would become a master of the Boardroom.  In other words, pastors found less time for visitation as they were expected to do more administration.  Or as our former Interim Dwight Blackstock told us all during my commissioning service:  “I’ve never had a church that asked me to spend more time in prayer!”
Before specifically answering our young man in the cartoon next month, let me simply say that I often find myself trying to balance between these two drastically different visions of what it means to be a pastor…and to be perfectly honest…I love the balancing act!

Blessings, Rob
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