The Fountain    a publication of eagle river presbyterian church  
MAY  2009
Holy Week Thanks
The worship committee would like to thank all who made the Holy Week services so wonderful:  Dick Gustafson and our actor apostles for the incredible “Last Supper”  Maundy Thursday service,  Marsha Marshall and the choir for the beautiful music, Christie Howell and the children's choir for their contribution to our Palm Sunday service,  Laura Howard and the bell choir for their special music and of course our very special thanks to Rob for the sermons that continually teach us what it means to follow  the Lord. Also, a special thanks to Rob for bringing - all the way from Israel - those tiny olive wood communion cups we got to take home as a remembrance of the Maundy Thursday service.

Israel Trip

A Holy Land Pilgrimage...etc...etc...etc… That is what Rob, Brad and Kerry Stamp, Kent and Martha Petrie shared with us last month during a Friday night fellowship and potluck gathering at the church.  Each shared their personal experiences about traveling through the Holy Land. We learned about “Bible man”, the area's history, geography, agriculture, beautiful mosaics, battles fought, life in the early centuries, and what it felt like to walk in Jesus' footsteps and to spiritually re-experience the gospel story. We were also deeply moved to learn they had all reaffirmed their baptisms in the Jordan River. Thanks to all of them you for sharing these experiences and thank you to those who brought delicious homemade meals. It was a great fellowship event! 
GET INVOLVED:  Looking for ways to be more involved in the life of ERPC this spring and summer?  Here are some options:

Buildings and Grounds: 
Spring Clean-up:  Sunday, June 7th will be the date for our annual spring clean-up. Come to church ready to work afterwards.  There will be both indoor and outdoor projects and lunch.  Mark your calendars! 
Gardening Committee: We’re going to get a head start on the Spring clean-up and meet on Saturday, May16th at 9 AM.  Bring your rakes, shovels, trowels etc.  Also, let Ruth Powers know if your want to be on the gardening e-mail list (RuthLPowers@aol.com). 
Small Groups: Imagine getting together with a group of people who have the same interests or goals as you.  Would  it  be  an  athletic  group  into  climbing  14ers, an 
educational group that studies Spanish or a social group that gets together simply to be together?  Maybe cultural outings to movies and shows call out to you, or a support network to walk through suffering or grief.  We started this effort last year and want to build on it this year. This month we’re starting a new small group season and  want to know what common interests you would like to see served through our church?  Share your ideas with Karen Gilbert at karen@gatewayland.com or 331-1482.
Extreme Home Makeover (youth ministry edition) is coming to ERPC!  The rooms downstairs need a facelift!  Attention all designers/donators: we want to add some excitement to the youth worship areas and need someone who can incorporate the kids’ ideas into  design concept!  We would like the common room to become a youth "lounge" where we can worship, hang out, watch movies, and play games.  The additional rooms will be tailored for individual Sunday school classes.  If you would like to help or can donate game tables (ping pong, billiards, air hockey, etc.) furniture or decorations, please contact Scott Schorling at schorsurf@yahoo.com or 949-394-9783.  Once we have the design, we will schedule a Painting Party and Youth Summer Program kickoff BBQ. Stay tuned for exact dates. We've got an awesome summer planned!   Thanks!
Round Table Dinners are back!  Please join us on May 30th for dinner and great conversation at church potluck dinners held throughout the valley. We try to limit the number at each dinner to about 10.  Look for the sign- up sheet outside the sanctuary. You can sign-up to be a host or a guest.  The host generally provides the main course, while guests bring everything else!  If you have any questions please contact Jennie Hursey at 477-1494 or j_hursey@yahoo.com.
Memorial Team
From time to time, ERPC receives monetary gifts in memory of a friend or family member who has died. It was determined by Session that a Memorial Team should be organized to make recommendations on how such money will be used and to oversee the actual disbursal. The team, headed by Jean Dennison, is looking for ideas to put these funds to good use in the furtherance of God’s work at ERPC.  If you have ideas and would like an Application for Funding, you can obtain a form in the ERPC office or by contacting Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.  For more information concerning the fund, feel free to contact any of the following Memorial Team members:  Jean Dennison, Brenda Lee, Suszanne Mueller, Ruth Powers, or Rob Wilson. 
Our news and activities…..
Education – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary/Preschool classes:  Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 meets downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Youth Groups: Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the Young Life effort. The high schoolers meet every Monday night from 7:32-8:32 at the Miller Ranch Community Center in Edwards; while the middle schoolers meet from 6:31-7:59 every Friday night at the Vail Church in Eagle-Vail.  
Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier or sign-up in the foyer.
Adult Sunday Education:  On Palm Sunday (April 5th), we finish our study of Isaiah.  Watch Directional Signals on Sunday mornings for information about the next adult series.  We generally meet  Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM in the library.  All welcome.
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Our next meeting is Thursday, May 7th at 6:30 PM at the home of Barbara Kusske in Eagle Ranch.   Our book is “An Uncommon friendship” by Bernat Rosner and Frederic Tubach. Let Barbara know (Bjkdesign@wmconnect.com or 328-3867) if you are coming and what you can bring towards dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come  with a  breakfast item  to share,  a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Matthew.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We meet in the church library. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of Job.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

Worship
The Worship Committee: This group is responsible for all aspects of our worship service.  If you have any questions or suggestions please contact a committee member: Sandi Agneberg, Sherry Bunting, Dick Gustafson, Laura Howard, Christie Howell, Becky McCauley, Jan Passchier and Kent Petrie.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

May 3rd
Sharman Green
and ________________

May 10th
_____________ and _______________

May 17th
Susan Watt and   __________________

May 24th
Sean & Jennie Koenig

May 31st
______________________


Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs help!  Please sign up if you can! 

May 3rd    __________________ 

May 10th (mother's day)    _______________ 

May 17th   Sean & Jennie Koenig
May 24th    _________________ 

May 31st    _________________

  
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
Fellowship

The fellowship committee has met, and came up with some great events for 2009!  Look for round table dinners, an afternoon BBQ, and our own family fall celebration just to name a few.  Please keep your eyes and ears open for information on these and other great adult and youth fellowship activities throughout the year!
Personnel Committee 

We are looking for a few more members to join our excellent team!  We have a great task ahead of us and need more hands to help get the job done.  We would like to create a personnel and policy handbook.  As our church grows so does our need to have one of these in place.  We recently met and now have an idea of where we need to go, want to join us?  Please contact Jennie Hursey if you could share your talents:  j_hursey@yahoo.com or 477-1494.
Congregational Care
Prayer Partners:  The team wants to remind you to pray daily for your prayer partner.
Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: Karen@gatewayland.com.
Birthday Calendar: We now have a church-wide birthday calendar.  If you are not listed and would like to be, send your information to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.
May Birthdays:

Dick Gustafson  
  9th
Karen Gilbert  

10th

Karen Fritsch

10th

Jim Potter
  
12th

Linda Cormack
16th

Diane Potter

17th

Paula Palmateer  
20th
Ashley Ducharme
22nd

Mac Nichols

25th

Keith Davis

26th

Quin McCarroll 
27th

Geoff Wright  

30th

Brenda Lee

31st

Cathy Meehan

31st
Evangelism
New Members: If you have any questions about joining ERPC or would like to find out more about the church, contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com
or 926-9036. 

Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Attendance at the community dinners has been up since the first of  the year, averaging 27 people each week.  If any of you are looking  for an easy way to volunteer for a ministry outreach at church, this  program is for you.  Check the sign-up sheet in the foyer.  If you  want to get your own group together to host a dinner or know of an  outside group that might want to take on a one night service project,  please have them get in touch with us.  For more information contact  Don MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Barbara Richardson, Sean  or Jennie Koenig, or Martha Petrie.
Mission
June Honduras Mission Trip:  Five people from ERPC will be in San Luis, Honduras from June 12 - 23  on the medical/dental mission trip.  Mardi Curran, Jon and Ali  Feeney, and Kent and Martha Petrie need your help collecting a few things.  We are still in need of:  snack size zip loc bags,  toothbrushes (medium bristle is best), toothpaste, dental floss,  Tylenol, Advil, Aleve, calcium pills, prenatal vitamins, liquid medicine dispensers, antacids, Ace bandages, small soaps and  shampoos.  Monetary donations are also welcome and these funds will  be used to purchase medical supplies, mostly prescription meds.   Checks can be made out to ERPC. Please write "Honduras Mission" on  the memo line.  Thanks so much for your support.  Donated items should  be placed in the gold box in the foyer at church.
Other Mission Opportunities:  ERPC is exploring mission opportunities to complement the Honduras trip. One option is DOOR (“Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection”) which is devoted to serving groups and individuals in different U.S. cities. Check out their web site: http://doornetwork.org.  If you have an interest in being part of this mission please contact Craig Cormack at 926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com.
Small Group Highlights

Soldier Support: Thanks to those of you who contributed items to pack and money to pay  postage.  There is a list of needed items in a display rack in the  
foyer if you wish to help with these care packages.  The ERPC quilt group sent four more hand-made mini-quilts to Operation Quiet Comfort which supports troops who have been wounded.   Thanks for your support. The service men and women  appreciate it.  Contact Martha Petrie if you have questions or suggestions.
Buildings and Grounds
A much needed repainting of the foyer, kitchen hall, coat area, and front staircases has been completed.  Thanks to our painter, Justin Bradshaw of West Face Finishes, who terrific job at a fine price! We expect to refurbish the south and east lawns, and associated sprinklers, later this spring. Some larger-scale landscaping projects await proposals and the development of funding plans.  
Session Highlights: April

Memorial Team: The team has put together their team description and devised an application for funds. 

Fellowship: A presentation by the group that went to the Holy Land, along with a potluck dinner, took place on Friday, April 17th.
Building & Grounds: Spring clean-up/work day and BBQ is tentatively planned for June 7th. Painting will be done in some areas of the church after Easter. 
Membership: Craig is out of town until June 1st. A new member class will be scheduled after his return. 

Mission: No feedback about the DOOR project has been received to date. The goal is to have a committee in place by summer.
Pastor’s Report: Rob would like to lead an ERPC or valley wide group on another Holy Land trip because it was such a powerful experience. Planning for this trip would begin in 2010.
Miscellaneous

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   
NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040 and leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 
Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 
Newsletter by E-Mail

If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail , please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.
pastor to people, may ‘09 
In a recent survey of people who had never read the entire Bible, 72 % said they wanted to do this sometime in their life.  If you are part of that 72 % (or if you want to re-read the Bible), the time has come to cross this off your “bucket list.”  We want to provide you with the materials, support and the program that will make this a reality!  

In Paul’s second letter to his young understudy Timothy, he encourages him with a grand charge near the end of the letter:  “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”
Paul states that by reading scripture Timothy will be transformed in both heart and lifestyle.  Whatever your reason for wanting to start this journey, the results promise to be transformative!  

Beginning in late May and running through the summer, I will be accompanying those interested pilgrims on a journey  through  the  Bible.     The  program  asks  us  to 
commit to reading 12 pages a day and attending a weekly one hour small group session (tentatively set for Sunday mornings at 8:30 am).  It is all right if you cannot make every meeting but they will help you stay on task with your reading as well as help answer your questions and allow you to be in dialogue with others who are reading the same material.  I will facilitate this small group - but I purposely used the word “us” here, as I look forward to being transformed as I too read the Bible in 90 days. 

Are you up for this journey of a lifetime?  Why not cross this off your “bucket list’ in the summer of 2009?  For those of you who are interested, please contact me as soon as possible so that we can order materials.  My suggestion is that you purchase the “Read the Bible in 90 Days Bible” and a “Participants Guide” which together totals about $24 without shipping.  You can take the course without either of these resources but history has shown a higher success rate with them.  The Bible that is purchased is an NIV thin-line version with LARGE FONT.  You can either order these materials yourself through the website given below or I can order them for you and you can reimburse the church.  Either is fine, but we want to begin by late May, so sign up soon!  To order materials, watch introductory videos or get answers to frequently asked questions, please go to www.biblein90days.org.
Blessings, Rob
Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of
 the Vail Valley
eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

  po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040       www.erpc.org     






