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Church Fun: Full Moon Snowshoe
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The moonlight snowshoe at Ella's on February 7th was great!  The group met in her cozy kitchen, grabbed a few snacks and hot drinks and headed out.  The clouds opened up and the moonlight replaced any need for a headlamp.  The air was only slightly crisp, making it perfect for hiking. We made a couple of loops on the snowshoe track, then headed back into the house for some more snacks, more hot drinks, and lots of great conversation.  Ella's location and her hospitality made the entire evening possible and perfect.

Easter Services
Easter is late this year – but it will come before you know it. The next edition of this newsletter will come out on Palm Sunday, so here is a short preview of Easter plans. Palm Sunday, April 5th, will feature breakfast cooked by session members prior to the service.  Our Maundy Thursday service (April 9th) will feature communion and the popular “production” of the Last Supper.  Easter is April 12th.  Our choirs will be singing and ringing.  Look for more information in Directional Signals.
Easter Lilies

You have an opportunity to contribute to the Easter lily fund in honor or memory of a loved one.  Look for a sign-up sheet in the foyer. 
Lenten Devotional
Please pick up your copy of the Lenten devotional – written by some of you – and by some eminent Christian scholars! There is a short devotional for each day of Lent.
New Members

On Sunday, February 22nd, we welcomed four new members: David and Linda Gilbert and Debbie and Ted Appel.  All four have been attending ERPC for some time, and have become a part of this fellowship.  Linda and David are transferring their membership from the First Presbyterian Church of Pottstown, PA.  They live in Eagle Ranch.  The Appels, residents of East Vail, are also transferring from First Presbyterian Church – but the one in Boulder. Colorado! We all welcome them as they deepen their relationship with ERPC.  
Israel Trip

On March 10th a group -  including 5 “ERPCers” – led by our old friend Dwight Blackstock, starts on its 10 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  The Petries, the Stamps and Rob are our “delegates!”  Rob will be away just one Sunday (the 15th).  Our youth minister, Scott Schorling, will deliver the sermon that Sunday and the rest of the service will be handled by different members.  Be sure to come and support Scott.  If there are pastoral issues while Rob is away, please contact elder, Jean Dennison, or Congregational Team leader, Karen Gilbert.
Prayer Partners

We are excited to start a new Prayer Partner program at ERPC.  This prayer partnership offers the opportunity to experience the power of prayer and the change it can make in our lives - while we develop a deeper relationship with God and a fellow Christian.  When you join you’ll be given the name of someone for whom you’ll pray anonymously over the next 6 months. At the same time someone will be praying for you.  This incredible  experience requires no material or financial exchanges.  It requires very little time and you don’t have to be here to participate…you simply pray.  

The most important thing is that you pray for your prayer partner as often as possible.  This may mean staying updated in some way on what is going on in their lives.  You may find yourself listening a little closer in fellowship hour when someone says, 'how are you doing?' or during the “prayers of the people” time.  You may also drop your prayer partner an occasional note (anonymously) letting them know you are praying for them. At the end of six months, we will reveal our prayer partners to one another.

We hope you’ll all join in!  It’s not too late for to sign up.  Contact Karen Gilbert at karen@gatewayland.com or 331-1482. 

Our news and activities…..
Education – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary/Preschool classes:  Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 meets downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Youth Groups: Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the Young Life effort. The high schoolers meet every Monday night from 7:32-8:32 at the Miller Ranch Community Center in Edwards; while the middle schoolers meet from 6:31-7:59 every Friday night at the Vail Church in Eagle-Vail.  
Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier or sign-up in the foyer.
Adult Sunday Education:  Through Palm Sunday (April 5th), please join us for a cup of coffee and a fresh look at the words of the prophet Isaiah.  It has been called the prophetic "reference book" for the New Testament, where it is quoted extensively.  Isaiah’s God-given words inspired Jesus, the apostles, Paul and generations of Christians.  Come and learn more about this remarkable work!  We meet at 8:30 Sunday mornings in the library.

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month.  Our next meeting is Thursday: March 5th, at 6:30 pm at the home of Susan Watt Eagle.   Our book is “The Shack” by William Young. Let Susan know (390-6502 or susanwatt@slifer.net) if you are coming and what you can bring towards dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list. (ruthlpowers@aol.com or 926-9302)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet on Mondays (new day!) at 7 am in Rob’s office at the church. Come  with a  breakfast item  to share,  a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Revelation.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are meeting in the church library. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of Job.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

Worship
The Worship Committee: This group is responsible for the nursery, music, special services (e.g. Lent and Advent), communion, sanctuary decorations and all aspects of our worship service.  If you have any questions or suggestions please contact a committee member: Sandi Agneberg, Sherry Bunting, Dick Gustafson, Laura Howard, Christie Howell, Becky McCauley, Jan Passchier and Kent Petrie.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 


March 
1st
Dietmar & Karen Fritch



March 
8th
Sean & Jennie
Koenig
 



March 
15th
Susan Watt &  ________


March 
22nd
______________________



March 
29th
______________________

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality:  Thanks for all who have helped and all those who will be serving!  The round table in the middle is working out great!

 

March 1st:        Mia & Sarah Ladd


March 8th:         _______________________   

March 15th:       _______________________    


March 22nd:      _______________________    


March 29th:       _______________________    

     
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
Please pray for:

Dietmar & Karen Fritsch: as Dietmar recovers from surgery on his Achilles tendon.
Diane and Jim Potter: at the loss of Diane’s father.

ERPCers headed for Israel (Martha & Kent Petrie, Brad & Kerry Stamp, Rob Wilson): for safety and a rewarding experience.
Congregational Care
Card Corner:  There are few things as heartwarming as receiving an unexpected note.  Let someone know they’re in your prayers by picking up a card from the card box in the front of our church and writing them a note.  A directory with addresses is also in the box.  

Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: Karen@gatewayland.com.

Birthday Calendar: A church-wide birthday calendar is being created.  If you would like to be listed, send your information (month and day) to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.
March Birthdays:

Shawn Smith  3/1
Sean Koenig  3/12
Nina Smith   3/12
Ken Sortland  3/19
Gunnar Wilson  3/22
Nancy Wright  3/26
Tim Howell  3/31
Evangelism
New Members: If you have any questions about joining ERPC or would like to find out more about the church, contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com
or 926-9036. 

Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  Wednesday nights have  been hopping at ERPC.  Attendance at the dinners has been up since the first of the year, averaging  27 people each week.  If you are looking for a way to  volunteer for a ministry outreach, this is for  you.  Sign-up in the foyer or speak to Don  MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Barbara Richardson, Sean or  Jennie Koenig, or Martha Petrie.  In 2008 we served 1296 meals and 57 people from the ERPC church family volunteered to help!  Thanks to all of you who have been  stepping up to the (kitchen) plate to help.  
Mission
Mission Opportunities:  ERPC is exploring mission opportunities to complement the Honduras trip.  The Honduras mission trip is sponsored by CURE International.   ERPC has gone every other year since 1993. The next trip will be June 2009. (see below)   The average number of participants from ERPC is 5.  

We are looking at DOOR (“Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection”)  as a mission opportunity to compliment the Honduras trip. Our first domestic mission trip would be in June of 2010. DOOR is an organization devoted to serving groups and individuals in mission, service, and learning experiences in different U.S. cities:  Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, Hollywood, Miami and San Antonio.   For more information, check out their web site: http://doornetwork.org.  If you have an interest in being part of this mission opportunity please contact Craig Cormack at 926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com. 
June Honduras Mission Trip:  Four “ERPCers” will be heading to San Luis, Honduras, in June  on the bi-annual medical/dental mission trip.  Mardi Curran, Bill Baxter, and  Kent and Martha Petrie still need your help.  We  need more snack size zip loc bags for medications. Other useful items:  toothbrushes (medium bristle is best), toothpaste, dental floss,  Tylenol, Advil, Aleve, calcium pills, prenatal vitamins, liquid  medicine dispensers, antacids, Ace bandages, small soaps.  If any of  you are interested in making a monetary donation to help us buy  prescription medicines and supplies, donations can be made to ERPC. Note on the memo line that it is for the Honduras mission.   Donated items can be placed in the  big gold box in the foyer. Thanks for your support. 
Buildings and Grounds
The committee meets the first Sunday of the month after worship.  For questions related to the building or grounds, contact Tom Powers: tfpowers77@aol.com   or 926-9302.
Small Group Highlights

Soldier Support: We sent a few more care packages last month. Thanks to those  who contributed items and postage money.  There is a list of needed items in a rack in the foyer if you wish to help with these care packages.   The easy way to remember what might be good to send is to think of  what your own loved ones might appreciate if they were deployed  overseas.  The ERPC quilt group also sent 4 hand-made mini-quilts  to Operation Quiet Comfort which supports troops who have been  wounded.  These were truly appreciated.
Quilting: Anyone interested in quilting? Join us every Wednesday at 9 AM in the library. Come - even if you don't sew. We'll create a job for you! Thanks to all who have donated supplies. See Martha Petrie or Barb Kusske if you have questions.

Miscellaneous

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   
NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040 and leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 
Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar.  
Coming Soon: New ERPC Website

Our ERPC website is finally ready for development.  If you are knowledgeable about website design and creation and are interested in contributing, please call the church office or send an e-mail to erpcpastor@yahoo.com.
Faith At Work Marriage Seminar

Save the date: April18th, from 9am to 4 pm – for a Faith at Work seminar on marriage to be held at ERPC.  The cost will be $100 per couple and the seminar will be facilitated by, among others, former ERPCers, Amy Erickson and Dave Thorpe.  Watch Directional Signals for more information.   You can register for this seminar at www.lumunos.org/Get_Connected/upcoming.

Newsletter by E-Mail
If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail , please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the foyer.
pastor to people, march ‘09 
In less than two weeks, I will be enjoying a cup of coffee in the Holy Land.  I, along with four others from Eagle River Presbyterian Church (Kent & Martha Petrie and Brad & Kerrie Stamp) will be leaving March 10th and returning March 19th on our pilgrimage.  Incidentally, and to the great concern of our mother, one of my older sisters will also be in the Israel at almost the same exact time.  We have agreed to try and meet for coffee in Jerusalem or wherever our paths may cross.  

But I am inviting you to experience conversational coffee in a different way this Lenten season.  As you know, sitting down for conversation over coffee is one of my favorite things to do with people.  Some of the best and deepest conversations that I have with people as a pastor are over a cup of coffee.  As you also know, Lent developed out of the ancient practice of preparing adult converts to Christianity for their baptism and confession of faith on Easter morning.   While reading through the gospels again in preparation for our trip to the Holy Land, I noticed that much of the gospel material focuses on Jesus’ last week of life.   We now remember and celebrate his last seven days of life in Jerusalem in what we call Holy Week.  In fact, almost one half of John’s Gospel is taken up with Holy Week.   I think the Gospel writers are trying to tell us something:  Jesus did and said much during Holy Week which he wanted us to learn, know about and utilize to prepare ourselves for our faith journey.   I then wondered, if we were able to have seven conversations with Christ before we died,  what would he talk to us about?

The truth is that he would probably center those conversations around the very same things that he spent discussing and teaching during his last seven days of life.  Jesus knew that he had a limited amount of time left with his disciples.  There was much that he wanted to tell them, experience with them, and prepare them for.    I believe that he would like every human being in their life to engage with him in seven critical conversations.  

Thus, welcome to our Lenten sermon series which I have entitled “7 Cups of Coffee”.  I am asking all of us to be in conversation with our Lord during this Lenten season so that we too may come to better understand what it means to prepare for a life and an eternity following Him.   I firmly believe that our Lord will relish having these seven conversations with us.  I also believe that in the process of having these conversations, we will come to prepare for the celebration of Easter like never before.  

Please pray for our little ERPC pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  In fact, every time you share a cup of coffee, pray for us.  And we will do the same for you. 

Blessings, Rob
Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of
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