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Seasons and Colors!
This article written by Karen Fritsch appeared in the May 2008 edition of “The Fountain”.  As we move from Easter season to Pentecost, it bears repeating!


The liturgical colors of the church seasons at ERPC are white, purple, red and green.  The sanctuary of the church, including the communion table and the pulpit, is “dressed” in the appropriate color for the church season. 

The church year begins with the Advent season, the four Sundays prior to Christmas Eve.  As we await the birth of the Christ Child, we dress the sanctuary in purple for this season of preparation and penitence.  As Christmas Eve services announce Christ’s birth, the color white, symbolic of Christ’s redemptive work, is evident throughout the sanctuary.  White remains symbolic through the Sunday designated as the Baptism of the Lord, early in January.


Between the Christmas season and the start of Lent and again between Pentecost and Advent, the liturgical color is green.  These particular times are called Ordinary Time.  The color green represents spiritual growth. 

The Lenten season (between Ash Wednesday and Easter) is also designated by purple, calling God’s people to penitence and preparation once again.  Easter Sunday with the profusion of white lilies and white throughout the church reminds us once again of  Christ’s redeeming love for His people. The Easter season continues until Pentecost when red, representing the tongues of fire, bursts forth.  
Programs and Projects!

Spring Clean-up:  Sunday, June 7th is the date for our annual spring clean-up. Come to church ready to work afterwards.  There will be both indoor and outdoor projects and lunch.  Mark your calendars! Sign-up in the foyer for your choice of indoor or outdoor projects – or to help with lunch.
Small Groups:   Some new, some old … our small group organization is in high gear.  Sign up for spiritual, social and athletic groups.   Sign-up sheets are in the foyer on Sunday mornings.
Bible in 90 Days:  We have had a great response to this program, with over 25 people signing up.  The  program  asks  participants  to commit to reading 12 pages a day and attending a weekly one hour small group session (Sunday mornings at 8:30 am).  It is all right if you cannot 
make every meeting but they will help you stay on track with your reading as well as help answer your questions.  Rob will facilitate this small group.
Honduras Mission Trip: On June 12th, Mardi Curran, Jon and Ali Feeney, and Martha and Kent Petrie will fly  to Honduras to participate in the CURE International medical and dental mission (June 12th to the 23rd)
They send a very big “thank-you” to all who donated supplies or money to buy meds for  this trip – and to those  who donated big ugly  suitcases in which to transport the supplies!!   Please keep this group in your thoughts and  prayers while they serve the people of Honduras.  A hot and sweaty time will be had by all, but it will be a wonderful time of service.
. 

The ERPC Website:  Believe it or not, we finally have an operable website!! A huge thank-you to Jennie Hursey who has done great work on it.  Be sure to check it out at www.erpc.org.  It is still under construction – but already a very usable site.   Give all comments to Jennie.
The Spiker Overlook:  Thanks to Jim Spiker’s vision and hard work, we now have a great spot to sit and meditate overlooking the Eagle River on the southeast corner of our church property.  Thanks also to the men’s Bible study for purchasing the 3 park benches that now grace the site and to Brad Stamp for driving to Boulder to get them!  We are accepting ideas for a name for this special place.  We have received several, but e-mail Rob with your idea. The name will be chosen by the men’s Bible study!  (Your editor’s choice is evident!)
Beyond our walls: Habitat for Humanity: In October , a group of folks from the Vail Valley will be traveling to Paraguay to work on several houses.   Habitat of Paraguay is the sister organization to Habitat of Colorado.  During the week’s work, several houses will be built entirely.  If anyone is interested in being a part of the Eagle valley team, see Ruth Powers. Our quilting group will be sending a quilt for each new house with the team.

Thanks from the Johnsons

  Bryan and Jill Johnson would like to thank all the wonderful people of ERPC for their thoughts, prayers and support during Bryan’s recent surgery.  His recovery is going well and they are looking forward to a summer of fun.  They send a special thanks to the Congregational Care team for knowing what they needed before they did! 
Our news and activities…..
Education – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary/Preschool classes:  No changes for the summer. Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 will continue to meet downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Youth Groups: Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the Young Life effort. The high schoolers meet every Monday night from 7:32-8:32 at the Miller Ranch Community Center in Edwards; while the middle schoolers meet from 6:31-7:59 every Friday night at the Vail Church in Eagle-Vail.  For updates and information, see the local website at: www.vailvalleyyounglife.org. 
Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier or sign-up in the foyer.
Adult Sunday Education:  For the next couple of months, the adult education class will be the weekly meeting for the “Read the Bible in 90 Days” group (see the front page.)
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Our next meeting is Thursday, June 4th at 6:30 PM at the home of Gretchen Hatley in Eagle Vail.   Our book is “Grace (Eventually)” by Anne Lamott. Let Gretchen know  if you are coming and what you can bring for dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come  with a  breakfast item  to share,  a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Matthew.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We meet in the church library. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of Job.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

Worship
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 

May  31st 
Ann Valenti and Barb & Julia Minervini

June 7th
Dietmar Fritsch
and _______________


June 14th
Susan Watt  and __________________


June  21st    
________________________________


June  28th    
________________________________
Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs help!  Please sign up if you can! 

 June 7th     ____________    ____________

 June 14th    ____________    ____________

 June 21st    ____________    ____________

 June 28th    ____________    ____________
  
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
Fellowship

The fellowship committee has met, and came up with some great events for 2009!  Look for round table dinners, an afternoon BBQ, and our own family fall celebration.  On Saturday May 30th over 20 of us met in homes in Edwards and Eagle for the fun and fellowship of one of our periodic “round table” dinners.  A great time was had by all! 
Nocturnal Animals & Flaming Marshmallows: On Tuesday June 23rd we’ll meet at 7 pm at the Vail Nature Center.  Fun for all ages! There is a 30 person limit, so sign up soon!  Great fun and fellowship!  Call Nancy Wright or Jennie Hursey for more info.
Congregational Care
Prayer Partners:  The team wants to remind you to pray daily for your prayer partner.
Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: Karen@gatewayland.com.
Birthday Calendar: We now have a church-wide birthday calendar.  If you are not listed and would like to be, send your information to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.
          June Birthdays:
Harry Ducharme
6/13

Sayer Addington
6/16

Barb Minervini

6/18

Colleen Davis

6/26

Rick Beitling

6/27

Emma Stamp

6/29

Ruth Powers 

6/30

Evangelism
New Members: The Cormacks are back from their Florida sojourn and Craig is anxious to organize a new member’s class.  If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like to find out more about the church, contact Craig at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 926-9036. 

Loaves and Fishes Cafe: This program has been hopping, serving an average of 27 dinner guests  each Wednesday since the first of this year.  If you are looking for  an easy way to help with a church outreach ministry, this program is  for you.  Volunteers can sign up for any Wednesday that is  convenient, come early to help with set up, drop food off, help with  serving, or come later and run the vacuum.  If you want to get a group of people together to host a dinner, pick a date and we'll help you through getting that organized.  So many different ways to help. For more information contact Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Jennie and Sean Koenig, Don MacLachlan, Barbara Richardson, or Martha Petrie.
Mission
Mission Opportunities:  ERPC is exploring mission opportunities to complement the Honduras trip. One option is DOOR (“Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection”) which is devoted to serving groups and individuals in different U.S. cities. Check out their web site: http://doornetwork.org.  If you have an interest in being part of this mission please contact Craig Cormack at 926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com.
Small Group Highlights

Soldier Support: We continue to send off at least 2 care packages a month to service members in Iraq and Afghanistan.  A list of needed items is  in the church foyer.  Personal hygiene items and  snacks are the most important.  We also continue to look for other ways to support our  troops. If you have an idea please share  it!  The quilting group sent off four more mini-quilts in May as part  of the Operation Quiet Comfort program for the wounded.  For more information contact Martha  Petrie.
Dinner with the Kids:  The small group for families with small kids is planning on a get together June 14th.  It will be at the Scanlan’s house in Lake Creek.  Watch Directional Signals for details.

Empty Nesters:  This group is planning a potluck dinner at the home of Kent and Martha Petri in Eagle-Vail on June 26th.  For more information  contact Nancy Wright at 949-5885 or ngw@vail.net.
The Cycling Group: We will be meeting every Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 PM (people can ride longer if they wish). Our leader (Rob – who else?) will have two rides set up each week, one that is up and hard and one on flatter terrain.   People will not have to stay together in a big group but we will gather together, open in prayer and then take off.  Folks may want to go in a group, pair up or just go at their own pace.
Buildings and Grounds
Last month we reported on the new paint in the foyer, stairwells and front of the church.  This month we are happy to report that  we have  signed a contract with a landscape contractor to refurbish the existing south and east lawns, and upgrade the irrigation so that we can have a healthy area. Work should start soon, and activities on the lawn will be limited for awhile. 

B&G has also made arrangements to lease one of the former Sunday School/Nursery open areas in the basement to an Ohio non-profit named Save the Children of the World; their Director of Development lives here in the Valley. Terms are the same as Habitat's, with rental income of $4200/year.
Session Highlights: May
Congregational Care: The small group program is expanding. New groups are being added and new sign-up sheets are displayed in the foyer. 

Fellowship: There will be a roundtable dinner on May 30th and a family night on June 23rd at the Vail Nature Center.
Building & Grounds: Spring clean-up/work day (with lunch) is planned for June 7th. B&G is seeking proposals to repair the south lawn. 
Youth Ministry: There will be no confirmation class this year. 

Worship: The team is looking into buying oil candles for the wall sconces to avoid the wax dripping on the newly painted wall.
Pastor’s Report: Check out our web site, erpc.org. It is up and running thanks to Jennie Hursey! We need to develop a web policy on whether or not to publish names and phone numbers of church leaders.
If you have questions or are interested in any of these areas, please see a more detailed summary of the last session meeting on the bulletin board in the church entry or contact Pastor Rob Wilson.

Miscellaneous

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   
NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040 and leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 
Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 
Newsletter by E-Mail

If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail , please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.
pastor to people, june ‘09 
In obvious prejudice against the plethora of modern literature of his time, C.S. Lewis once remarked (and I paraphrase): that when the “Book of the Month Club” meets with the adults downstairs to examine the latest and greatest book topping the popular book charts, the school aged boy or girl hides under their covers upstairs with a flashlight reading “Moby Dick” (or name any other classic).  Lewis then closes with:  “and the only one in the house reading real literature is the child upstairs!”.  

Unfortunately in our drive to be modern and up to date, we often leave behind these time-tested classics of literature, especially when they are supposed to be “children stories”.   If you’ve ever re-opened “The Three Musketeers” or Lewis’ own “Narnia Series”, what you soon discover is a rich story with a new level of understanding and insight.  

Last summer we embarked upon an experimental sermon series that I entitled:  “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”.  The purpose of this series was to re-acquaint ourselves with those rich and vivid Old Testament stories which many of you learned as children in Sunday School:  Adam and Eve, David and Goliath, Cain and Abel.  I soon discovered - in my research and your  subsequent comments  -   that  we  had  not   re-visited  these  stories
since Sunday School days.  Reading these ancient Jewish texts anew as adults unveiled a new level of understanding and insight.  Sometimes the flannel graph board reenactments of Sunday School days past just could not capture the deep theological truths the ancient inspired writers were revealing to us.  

The positive response to last summer’s sermon series has inspired me to take up part 2 of this series.  Indeed I realized last summer that there are far more than 10 great Old Testament stories to re-discover.    This summer we will re-open the ancient pages of the inspired Hebrew scriptures to look for the timeless truths that have been revealed to Jews and Christians throughout the centuries.  

As we kick off this series on June 7th, I will attempt to put in the church Directional Signals the following week’s “old, old story” so that you may read ahead.  The folks who are participating in the Read the Bible in 90 days program this summer will be able to read these stories in their ultimate context as they progress.  Together I look forward to re-opening the pages of ancient scripture to re-discover the pearls of truth and wisdom that God has planted there so many centuries ago.

Blessings, Rob
Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of
 the Vail Valley
eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     






