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Our Summer Doings!!
[image: image1.jpg]



Nocturnal Animals & Flaming Marshmallows at the Vail Nature Center.

 

A good time was had by:  Nancy, Geoff, Sandy, Barb, Lorien, Luke, Jill, Bryce, Camille, Mia, Sarah, Mia, Owen and Bobby. We learned lots about bats and owls. Did you know owls have one ear higher to hear up high and one ear lower to hear down low?  Did you know bats can eat over 1,000 mosquitoes in a minute?  We played some fun games and roasted marshmallows to make s’mores! 
Spring Clean-up:  It has been over a month since spring clean-up Sunday, but the Buildings and Grounds committee wants to be sure to thank publicly all the folks who did such a great job – both inside and out - and those who made lunch!
The Amen Corner:  Thanks to Jim Spiker’s vision and hard work, we now have a great spot to sit and meditate overlooking the Eagle River on the southeast corner of our church property.  The winning entry in our naming contest was The Amen Corner, contributed by Patrick Scanlan!  Check it out.

Honduras Mission Trip Follow-up: Mardi Curran, Jon and Ali Feeney, and Martha and Kent Petrie spent a valuable 10 days in Honduras in June on the bi-annual medical mission trip.  They send a very big “thank-you” to all who donated supplies or money.
. 

Bible in 90 Days: Our leader, Rob, reports that “The Bible in 90 Days” program  is 1/3 of the way through and is proving to be a great program for folks.

Hot Summer Nights for ERPC!: Join a group from ERPC on Tuesday, August 11th, at the FREE Hot Summer Nights program at the Ford Amphitheater in Vail.  This concert, the Hot Summer Nights of Dance Street Beat, is a combination of the regular Hot Summer Nights and The Vail International Dance Festival, presenting Buckets & Tap Shoes. They create sounds with buckets, cans, recycled objects and tap shoes, along with traditional instruments.  Should be fun!  The show starts at 6:30 PM.  The gates open at 5 PM.  Sean and Jennie plan to  get there early to reserve some grass area. Bring your own blanket!
Bible Study Seminar:  We have agreed to host the annual Bible Study Seminar of the Presbyterian Women of the Denver Presbytery.  This year’s seminar will be held Saturday, August 8th, from 10 AM to 2 PM at ERPC. The speaker will be Wayne Laws, a minister and Iliff Seminary graduate. He will give an introduction to “Joshua: A Journey of Faith,” the 2009-2010  HORIZONS Bible study, by Mary Mikhael an elder in the Presbyterian Church in Beirut, Lebanon. Ms. Mikhael helps explore the challenging book of Joshua, pursuing such themes as leadership, the promise of land, the concept of “holy war,” and outsiders becoming insiders.  All ERPC women (and friends) are invited to attend.    The cost is $10 (of which $7 goes to ERPC) as well as $6.60 if you want the study book.  We will be serving snacks and coffee at the start, as well as lunch and will need volunteers for all or part of the day (for food, set-up, clean-up etc.) Please sign up in the foyer if you can help. Please see Sandy Smith or Ruth Powers if you have questions.
The ERPC Website:  Believe it or not, we finally have an operable website!! A huge thank-you to Jennie Hursey who has done great work on it.  Be sure to check it out at www.erpc.org.  It is still under construction – but already a very usable site.   Give all comments to Jennie.

Thanks from the Addingtons
We would like to thank you all for your prayers and concerns for our family.. Your thoughts and prayers for Sayer and Raleigh are greatly appreciated. There is a lot of work ahead for all of us and I ask you to keep us in your prayers. I have seen the power of prayer first hand at ERPC. What an amazing gift from God this is. We feel greatly blessed.            Thank you again! 




The Addington Family

Our news and activities…..
EDUCATION – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary/Preschool classes:  No changes for the summer. Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 will continue to meet downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Youth Groups: Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the  valley Young Life effort.  For updates and information, see the local website at: www.vailvalleyyounglife.org. 
Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier.
Adult Sunday Education:  For the next couple of months, the adult education class will be the weekly meeting for the “Read the Bible in 90 Days” group.  You are welcome to join the discussion each Sunday at 8:30 AM – even if you are not reading the Bible in 90 days!
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month. Our next meeting is Thursday, August 6th at 6:30 PM at the home of Brenda Lee in Eagle-Vail.   Our book is “Tying Rocks to Clouds”  by William Elliott . Let Brenda (brendaslee43@gmail.com) know  if you are coming and what you can bring for dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com.)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet Mondays at 7 AM in the library. Come  with a  breakfast item  to share,  a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Matthew.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are meeting in Minturn on Ella’s deck for the summer. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are in the book of the Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

WORSHIP
New Candles:  The Worship Committee has purchased 5 beautiful white Kerry liquid candles to replace the wax candles at the front of the church.  The candles are really lamps that  burn liquid fuel (and come with a lifetime guarantee!)  Special  thanks to Jack Lee and Bud Passchier for the removal and re-installation of the holders.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 


Sunday Morning Hospitality: Hospitality needs help this summer!  Please sign up if you can!  Reimbursement for snacks is available with receipts.
 

July 26th           _________________
August 2nd        _________________
August 9th         _________________
August 16th       _________________
August 23rd       _________________
August 30th       _________________

  
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
FELLOWSHIP
The fellowship committee has met, and came up with some great events for 2009!  Look for round table dinners, an afternoon BBQ, and our own family fall celebration.  
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer Partners:  The team wants to remind you to pray daily for your prayer partner.
Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: Karen@gatewayland.com.
Birthday Calendar: We now have a church-wide birthday calendar.  If you are not listed and would like to be, send your information to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.
July Birthdays:
Monica McCarroll 
7/8

Gretchen Hatley
7/10

Kathy Scanlan

7/13

Christi Howell

7/18

Rich Grayson

7/26

George Grayson
7/29


August Birthdays

Will Bettenhausen
8/5

Craig Cormack

8/8

Chuck Mader

8/8

Adelle Picking

8/8

Sherry Bunting

8/11

Morris Hatley

8/11

Alana Smith

8/11

Jenny Koenig

8/17

Erik Sortland

8/18

Jean Dennison

8/21

Theo McCarroll

8/27

Matthew Smith

8/29

Bruce Kusske

8/30
EVANGELISM
New Members: The new member class will be July 19th after fellowship.   If you are interested in joining ERPC or would just like to find out more about the church, contact Craig at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 926-9036. 

Loaves and Fishes Cafe:  We continue to have strong attendance each Wednesday,  averaging 27 dinner guests each week.  Thanks to those of you who have volunteered.  We welcome volunteers anytime and it is a good way  for new people to get involved in small groups at church.  Each  Wednesday we need people to set up, do food prep, serve or clean up.   If you can't make it on Wednesdays, donate fresh fruit or juice to  help us out, or if you are eager to try a new casserole recipe, this group doesn't mind being the guinea pigs to try it out.  If you want  more information, please contact Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, Jennie  or Sean Koenig, Don, MacLachlan, Barbara Richardson, or Martha Petrie.

Thank you, Tom Powers, for getting our various church vacuum cleaners repaired!  (And Tom asks that if they break in the future, please don’t try to fix them yourselves.  Tell him  about it!!)
MISSION
Mission Opportunities: A meeting is planned for August 16th right after the fellowship hour  to explore interest and options for ERPC. We are looking at DOOR to help organize the mission opportunities. Information to review can be found at http://www.doornetwork.org.
SMALL GROUP Highlights

Soldier Support: Five care packages have been sent since June 1st to service men and  women in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We can always use donations of  personal care products or snacks for these boxes.  Some of you have donated money to help cover postage. $11.95 covers a large flat rate  USPS box specially designated for APO addresses.  If you wish to  donate any items, leave them in a bag marked "soldier support" on the  
kitchen counter at church. If you have any questions please call  Martha Petrie 949-5175.  The quilting group continues to make quilts  for wounded service personnel .
Empty Nesters: We had a wonderful potluck dinner at the Petrie’s on Friday June 26th  Thank you Kent and Martha!  The rain held off for appetizers outside while we socialized, played croquet and other games.  A delicious dinner was enjoyed by all.  Then came the desserts.  Yum!   Our next event will be:  Star Gazing and watching the Perseid Meteor Shower on August 11th. Watch for a sign-up sheet and more details to follow.  This group is open to suggestions for future fun or service activities.

The Cycling Group: The weekly (Wednesday evenings) cycling group has only really succeeded in the second week.  Our leader (Rob) is thinking of finding a different night for the weekly rides or just try to schedule one big one monthly.  Give him your input!
MISCELLANEOUS
Session Highlights: At July’s Session meeting, business that was covered included:

Special Guest: Kern White spoke to the Session about the Vail Pastors Network, its mission and goals, and his role within it. Session voted to fund $2,000 to the VPN and to review that funding on an annual basis.   

Fellowship: There was a family night on June 30th at the Vail Nature Center, Nocturnal Animals and Flaming Marshmallows.  14 ERPCers turned out for the event. 
Budget & Finance: The time for budget planning has arrived. All team leaders are asked to meet with their teams and plan the financial needs for 2010. 
Youth Ministry: YM has a possible candidate to replace Scott Schorling. In the interim, parents are helping teach Sunday School. A celebration of Scott and his service to ERPC took place after worship on June 28th.
Membership: A new members’ class will be held after worship on July 19th with installation of new members occurring on August 16th. We are a growing church! 

Pastor’s Report: 1) ERPC hopes to continue to explore the possibility of nesting a Spanish-speaking congregation. 2) Kathy Miskell has contacted Rob about some designer furniture that will be available for donation. Two or three church members need to go and see if there is anything we can use. What we do not use will be donated to either the Habitat Outlet Store or the Thrifty Store. 3) Once again this year, ERPC will be hosting the Vail Valley Cares Grant Give-Away Luncheon on Wednesday, August 26th.
If you have questions or are interested in any of these areas, please see a more detailed summary of the last session meeting on the bulletin board in the church entry or contact Pastor Rob Wilson.

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 or on his cell phone: 688 – 0447.   
NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  


Rob: 
erpcpastor@yahoo.com

office: 
erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call 748-0040 and leave your mailing and e-mail addresses. 
Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar. 
Newsletter by E-Mail

If you want to get the newsletter by e-mail , please let Ruth Powers know (926-9302 or ruthlpowers@aol.com) – or sign the sheet on the table in the church foyer.
pastor to people, july-august ‘09 
An Interim Pastor in Denver Presbytery by the name of Bruce Spears recently penned a newsletter article entitled:  “What Ever Happened to Summer”?  Our Presbytery Executive, Tom Sheffield then cited that question in a communication to all of the pastors in the presbytery.  I found it such an interesting title that I now pass it on to you:  “What Did Ever Happen to Summer”?

Remember the summers of the past?  School children have always eagerly awaited the first day of sun-filled freedom while at the same time lamenting how quickly September approached.  Families used to look forward to cross-country vacations packed into the station wagon (followed by the mini-van).  For families and children, summer used to be about Sabbath: rest, fun and renewal.  But something has changed.  Instead of being a time of Sabbath with family, our children’s summer is filled with soccer camp, summer school, swim lessons, music camp, Vacation Bible School, and a plethora of other activities.  Family vacations for many adults have become daunting since there are increasing demands at work.  Simply getting out of town is overwhelming and the dread of returning to hundreds of high priority e-mails is daunting.  Whatever happened to summer?

Bruce Spear’s simple but profound question is actually a theological question for each of us to reflect on.  For Jews and Christians, summer is a time for us to fulfill one of the 
ten commandments given to us by God.  Sabbath, rest and renewal are commanded by our Designer.   God knows that it is an innate human need to detach from the demands of our work and daily living  in order to give our bodies, minds and spirit a chance to refresh and to reconnect with our God.  To stand at the Grand Canyon and ponder God’s majesty is Sabbath.  To take your children or grandchildren on a bike ride without having a destination in mind is Sabbath.  To spend a morning on the back porch listening to the birds sing their summer songs is Sabbath. For some crazies, even riding your bike up and down mountain passes for 120 miles can be Sabbath.  What is it that renews you, refreshes you, rests you and reconnects you with the awesome power of God?  That is your Sabbath.  

I would like to encourage all of you this summer to re-claim the Sabbath which we call summer.  It will not come from busying ourselves with more activities or placing our children in another summer camp, but from an intentional desire to seek out rest, renewal and refreshment.  

As I finish this newsletter article at home on a summer evening, my children come running in the door laughing and screaming in joy.  One is out rollerblading, another getting ready to go to a friend’s birthday party and two are playing with a new puppy (thus the screaming!).  I hope and pray that summer and Sabbath has found them this 2009 and I hope and pray it finds you!
Blessings, Rob
Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of
 the Vail Valley
eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     






