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A New Year reflection...from Jean Corcoran

December 31st comes and we celebrate another year.  Individually each year might not seem like it adds up to much, but the accumulation of many years is certainly something to celebrate.  We all experienced real evidence of those years as we watched our young adult members return to worship with us for the holidays.  The Scanlans, the Allards, the Petries, the Johnsons, the Robertson twins (and their children), the Wrights, the MacLachlans, the McCaulleys, the Meehans (and I'm sure I'm forgetting some) Wow!  The growth and maturity didn't happen overnight or over one year.  With God's guiding hand and lots and lots of parental work and patience, they have transformed through the years. (I have vivid memories of children’s' messages past in the Minturn church.)  To all of these friends, it was wonderful to see and visit with you!  Thank you for joining with the "older folks" in church and at the church family Christmas party.  We really do enjoy catching up with you.  To all of our parents of today's younger children, savor each and every year.  Time sure doesn't stand still.  Happy New Year to all!
Thanks from Ella

Ella Burnett wants all of you to know how much she appreciates all the love and concern that has come her way in 2008 from the ERPC family.  A very special thanks goes to Jean Corcoran and Martha Petrie who have been there through thick and thin.

Looking Backward ... and  Forward.  
We are all Thankful!

Rob’s letter to all  of us on the back page of this newsletter focuses our thoughts on being grateful for  so many things in 2008.  We continue that theme here:

Services:  A big thank you to all who helped out with this year’s Advent and Christmas worship services. The music was wonderful (thanks choirs and soloists!) There was something for everyone, from the Blue Christmas to the Christmas Eve line-up: the children’s service, the candlelight service, and the late, quiet communion service. The living nativity was a also great success. Thanks to all. 

Christmas Party:  The Scanlan family deserves a very big thank you for opening their beautiful home for the 
church Christmas party. Good food and fellowship was enjoyed by all who attended.

Wreath/Centerpiece Fundraiser: Thanks to all of you who purchased your Christmas wreaths and center pieces  through the church.  We raised over $1400 this year.  Sharman Green makes this happen every year. She also chairs the decorating (and de-decorating!!) of the church each year. A very big thank you to her and all who helped!

 

Adopt-A-Family:    Our two adopted Christmas families (through the local Salvation Army program)  were fortunate to benefit from your generosity. Thanks to all who gave. 
Christmas Joy Offering:   Thanks for participating in this offering for retired ministers and for Presbyterian racial and ethnic colleges. A little over $1000 was raised.
Alternative Gift Market: The alternative gift market raised nearly $1500 for six selected nonprofits.  Thanks to Sandy Smith and Ann Rosenwald for this yearly effort – and to all of you who honored your loved ones this way.
Session:  We start the new year with the installation of two new elders. Morris Hatley will take charge of Budget and Finance.  Jennie Hursey will handle our fellowship activities. All three will participate in all the leadership areas for which our session is responsible. Our two retiring elders, Kathy Scanlan and Kate McKay, deserve, and get, a BIG  thank you for all their work over the past 3 years.   
Our Small groups: we are thankful for their start in 2008 and look forward to a great 2009! If you are interested in one, contact the person listed below:

Social Justice Discussion 
Becky McCaulley              
Quilting    
Barb Kusske              
Soldier Support           
Martha Petrie                                 
Mid-Lifers Dinner Club       
Natalia Hanks                   
Dinner Group (with kids!)
Karen Gilbert                   
Cycling/Snowshoeing Club
Rob Wilson                       
Movie Discussion                  
Gretchen & Morris Hatley 
Newsletter by E-Mail
We have been encouraged to join the 21st century and  send this newsletter out by e-mail! Those of you who signed the sheet that in the foyer will be receiving this newsletter by e-mail for the first time. If you did NOT sign for this month, the sign-up sheet will be back in the foyer for next month! 
Our news and activities…..
Education – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary classes:  Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 meets downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Preschool classes: Our pre-school class continues.  We need a few volunteers to teach from time to time.  We will make it easy for you!
Youth Groups: This year Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the newly revived Young Life effort. The high schoolers meet every Monday night from 7:32-8:32 at the Miller Ranch Community Center in Edwards, while the middle schoolers meets from 6:31-7:59 every Friday night at the Vail Church in Eagle-Vail.  

Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier or sign-up in the foyer.
Adult Sunday Education:  We enjoyed our study of Romans which wound up right before  Christmas.  Stay tuned for information about when the 2009 schedule will begin.  If you have a suggestion for a study topic, or wish to help teach,  please feel free to share your ideas with Kent Petrie or Gretchen  Hatley.
Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month.  However, our next meeting is a Wednesday: January 7th, at 6:30 pm at the home of Ruth Powers in Lake Creek.   Our book is “The Story of the Other Wiseman” by Henry Van Dyke. Let Ruth know if you are coming and what you can bring towards dinner. Also let Ruth know if you would like to be on the e-mail list. (RuthLPowers@aol.com or 926-9302)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet on Mondays (new day!) at 7 am in Rob’s office at the church. Come with a breakfast item to share, a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Revelation.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are meeting in the church library. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are starting the book of Esther.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or once in a while. 

Worship
Ringers Needed:  Laura Howard is looking for 3 or 4 more bell ringers for the ERPC bell choir.  The choir will be performing during the Easter season (and beyond!) Practice will be Mondays from 6 – 7 PM, starting on January 26th.

Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! Thanks for the December coverage.  

January 4th:
Craig & Linda Cormack

January 11th:
Jack and Brenda Lee

January 18th:
Susan Watt and __________

January 25th:
Sean Koenig and Jennie Hursey
Sunday Morning Hospitality: Thanks to all who have served. The hot coffee and snacks are greatly enjoyed.  One change: we will be serving the snacks on a round table in the middle of the foyer. Drinks stay at the kitchen counter.  The round tables are in the coat rack area.  Feel free to call Nancy Wright  949-5885 or ngw@vail.net if you have questions about this new set-up.  Sign-up with a friend and double the fun.

January 4th:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ ______________________       

January 11th: ______________________       

January 18th:  ______________________      

January 25th:  ______________________      

     
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
Congregational Care
Card Corner:  There are few things as heartwarming as receiving an unexpected note.  Let someone know they’re in your prayers by picking up a card from the card box in the front of our church and writing them a note.  A directory with addresses is also in the box.  

Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: karen@gatewayland.com.
Church Birthday Calendar: A church-wide birthday calendar is being created.  If you would like to be listed, send your information (month and day) to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.

December birthdays:

Liz Sortland

1/5

Bayli McSpadden 
1/6
Barbara Wilson
1/8

Terry Scanlan      
1/8
Bud Passchier

1/12
Kent Petrie

1/18


Stacy Addington
1/19
Cindy Allard

1/21
Jim Spiker

1/22

Tim Bettenhausen
1/25

Martha Petrie

1/26
Evangelism
New Members: A new membership class is scheduled for January 18th, the class will begin after fellowship. If you would like to join ERPC or find out more about the church please plan on attending. Contact Craig Cormack at 926.9036 or ccormack@horizonholding.com.
Loaves and Fishes Cafe: If you are looking for something new to participate in this year, consider helping out with the weekly community dinner  ERPC serves every Wednesday.  All kinds of talents are welcome!  We  need people to set up, do food prep, serve and clean up.  We welcome  food ideas and donations any time too.  Check the signup sheet in  the foyer and find a week that works for you.  Thanks to all of you  who helped out on Christmas Eve when we had so many activities going  on at one time.  Special thanks to Jean Dennison who served as the  point person for the dinner that night and to Lourdes and Paul  Ferzacca and ZaccaZa for their generous donation of pizzas.
Buildings and Grounds
The committee generally meets the first Sunday of every month after worship.  For questions related to the building or grounds, contact Tom Powers:  tfpowers77@aol.com or 926-9302.
Small Group Highlights

Quilting: At the Habitat for Humanity dedication on December 19th, the quilting group gave every Habitat family a quilt as a "house warming" gift.  We also gave every child in these families a quilt.  There were four families and eight children!! We donated six quilts to Operation Quiet Comfort for recuperating soldiers. We have also donated a children's quilt and coordinated bag for several fund raiser/silent auctions.  Anyone interested in quilting? Join us every Monday at 1:00 pm in the library.  Feel free to join even if you don't sew...we'll create a job for you! Thanks to all who have donated supplies. See Barb Kusske if you have questions.

Soldier Support: We sent 8 care packages to units in Iraq and Afghanistan for  the Christmas season.  Thank you to those who helped by purchasing items for the packages and donating money to help pay mailing  expenses.  If you are interested in helping with this small group  activity, check the display rack in the foyer to find a list of  suggested items to donate.  There is more information on display  about a couple other ways to support our service men and women.  From the thank you notes we have received, the military men  and women receiving the packages are most appreciative of the support.

Snowshoe Group:  Our spring/fall cycling group is transitioning into a snowshoe group for the winter.  Anyone interested in snowshoeing with good company can call Pastor Rob Wilson at 748 – 0040!
Miscellaneous

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 as well as on his cell phone: (970) 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, 
call the church at 748-0040 and give us your mailing and e-mail address.  

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar.  
Session Highlights, December, 2008

At December’s Session meeting, the following was covered :

Youth Ministry: Scott hopes to start a midweek program for our older kids sometime during the coming year.
Building & Grounds: R & H Mechanical replaced a faulty valve that was causing overheating in the basement. Tom Powers replaced the broken glass lenses on two lights in the parking lot. Jack Lee will complete an insurance audit before the end of the year.
Budget & Finance: The financial overview conducted by Colleen Davis and Barbara Minervini was reviewed.
Worship: The Blue Christmas service will be on December 11th at 6:30. There will be three Christmas Eve services: A Children’s Service at 5:00, Lessons and Carols and candle lighting at 7:00 and a contemplative service at 10:00. Plans for these services are in place.
New Session Members: Incoming Elders Morris Hatley and Jennie Hursey were welcomed, and outgoing Elders Kate McKay and Kathy Scanlan were thanked for their service.
If you have questions or are interested in any of these areas, please see a more detailed summary of the last session meeting on the bulletin board in the church entry or contact Pastor Rob Wilson.
OUTSIDE OUR DOORS
The Salvation Army is responsible for stranded motorist shelters that may be needed when Vail Pass (or some other affected portion of I-70) closes.  Last ski season, shelters were opened 4 times, housing over 1000 stranded travelers.  Volunteers are needed to help staff these shelters.  No heavy lifting required – just a willingness to help people in need.  If you are interested, call Dan Smith at 949-9938 or e-mail him at terry-dan@comcast.net.
pastor to people, january ‘09 
Grateful.  That is the word I would use to sum up  2008. That may seem a strange word to use in describing this past year.  Yet in the Bible, gratefulness emerges not from outward circumstances but by recognizing the movement of God in our midst.  Most Americans begin 2009 by looking forward with hopes, goals and resolutions. I’d like to begin 2009 by looking backwards in gratefulness.  Much like the leper who turned back to thank Jesus while the other nine moved on to the lives ahead of them, I ask us to turn back in gratefulness for Jesus’ movement in our midst.  

I am foremost grateful for a great wife and our four children.  And I am grateful for our church family and God’s working in our midst in 2008:

For Jan Passchier, Sandi Agneberg, Marsha Marshall and Laura Howard and the rest of our worship team that plans and provides us with excellence in worship.

For Monica McCarroll’s leadership in praying for and seeking out a youth minister for our children. For Scott Schorling’s enthusiasm and authentic Christian faith.

For our fellowship at ERPC and Kathy Scanlan.  And for her Personnel team which oversaw the hiring of our office manager, Lindsey Thurman.  

For  such a beautiful church facility and the stewards who put behind the scenes care into it.  Jim Potter and Tom Powers carry out this stewardship with great diligence, while Jim Spiker and the gardening crew provided outdoor beauty.
For  those who provide care to our church: Karen Gilbert and Jean Dennison have led our congregational care team in setting up small group ministries as well as caring for our immediate needs,

For  Kate McKay and Rick Beitling who have handled our finances  with integrity, commitment and hard work.  

For our new members and for Craig Cormack’s welcome of them into ERPC and following up with them to insure they are being cared for. 

For the many  people who work tireless hours behind the scenes and receive little credit in front of others.  I do want to say a special thank you to Ruth Powers,  Terry Pierson, and Jean Dennison who helped fill the void in our office for several months this year. 

I do not have room to mention all the unsung heroes who provide valued ministries: the Loaves and Fishes Café team, Bible studies and small group leaders, the choir, the bell choir, quilting and Habitat for Humanity work teams.  For all of these and apologetically to those I’m forgetting, I am grateful!

Finally, for all of you who make up our church family.  I have sensed the Father, Son and Holy Spirit at work in your lives and through your dedication.  For all of you, I am grateful.  

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of
 the Vail Valley
eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     






