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Lent Arrives This Month.  

Read Rob’s good letter on the back page for a spiritual perspective.   This year it is not until February 25th – since Easter is much later in the season than it was last year.  But it is never too early to start thinking about this most holy season of the Christian year.  Get a good start by attending the Ash Wednesday service at the church.  Watch Directional Signals for more information.
Lenten Devotional

A Lent Devotional Book – with entries written by members of the congregation – is being developed. There will be one entry for each day of Lent.  We are hoping to have all written contributions in to Lindsey in the church office by February 11th. If you have questions, please talk to Rob or a member of the worship committee.  This is a great way for you to express yourself in the written word and share your thoughts with your fellow parishioners.  Please limit your contribution to about 250 words.  
This Is A Test     By Jean Corcoran
     Did you ever notice how difficult it is to raise a prayer of Thanksgiving for Rob's leadership during the group prayers brought forth at Sunday morning worship?  What are the chances that Rob is really going to put voice to that prayer when he speaks to God on our behalf?!  In the same light I am writing to thank God for the work of Ruth Powers.  After five (plus?) years she continues to minister to all of us through her role as Editor-in-Chief of this newsletter.  While there are many who contribute, it is Ruth who shepherds us monthly, organizes our thoughts, and deals with the technology (or the malfunctioning copier) and persists in distributing the copies we now hold in our hands.  Thank you, Ruth.  Your work personifies ERPC's mission statement.  I look forward to reading this month's edition (and I'll be checking to see that you've included this.)  
[Jean: I passed the test and put it in!  Thank you very much.  Ruth]
Newsletter by E-Mail
We have been encouraged to join the 21st century and  send this newsletter out by e-mail! Last month was our first try.  Thanks to all who added their names this month. If you did NOT sign up and want to,  the sign-up sheet will be back in the foyer for next month!
Small Groups
Our Small groups: We are thankful for their start in 2008 and look forward to a great 2009! If you are interested in one, contact the person listed below:
Group Information

There is no time limit for joining a small group.  Just contact any leader listed below if you are interested in what is going on.

Social Justice Discussion Group

   
Becky McCaulley           jmccaulley1@juno.com
Quilting Group   


       Barb Kusske         Bjkdesign@wmconnect.com
Soldier Support Group            



Martha Petrie                              petrie@vail.net
Empty Nesters Dinner Club             



Natalia Hanks              nataliah@gorerange.org
Dinner Group (with kids!)


Karen Gilbert            karen@gatewayland.com        
Cycling/Snowshoeing Club

Rob Wilson                   erpcpastor@yahoo.com 
Movie Discussion Group         


  Gretchen & Morris Hatley  mhatley@hatley.llc.com
Church Fun: Full Moon Snowshoe

What: 
All church snowshoe

Where: 
From Ella’s place in Minturn

When: 
Friday, February 7th

We’ll meet at Ella’s at 6:30 PM.  Bring snacks.  Drinks will be provided.  Bring your snowshoes, poles and headlamps.  If we’re lucky it will be a cloudless night and the moon will more than light our way!! If you need directions, see Ella, Rob or call the church office.  There is room for several cars at Ella’s – but with all this snow, you might want to carpool.

Faith At Work Marriage Seminar

Save the date: April18th, from 9am to 4 pm – for a Faith at Work seminar on marriage to be held at ERPC.  The cost will be $100 per couple and the seminar will be facilitated by, among others, former ERPCers, Amy Erickson and Dave Thorpe.  Watch Directional Signals for more information.   You can register for this seminar at www.lumunos.org/Get_Connected/upcoming.
Our news and activities…..
Education – children and adult
Youth Ministry:
Elementary/Preschool classes:  Sunday School for all kids from age 3 - 10 meets downstairs in the big Sunday School room beginning at 9:30 am.  Kids join their parents in worship after the sermon. 
Youth Groups: This year Cabin Fever and  Freestyle are partnering with the newly revived Young Life effort. The high schoolers meet every Monday night from 7:32-8:32 at the Miller Ranch Community Center in Edwards, while the middle schoolers meets from 6:31-7:59 every Friday night at the Vail Church in Eagle-Vail.  
Nursery:  Nursery coverage is provided from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Sundays for anyone who needs it. NOTE:  We can still use a few members who are willing to take “nursery duty” from time to time.  Please see Jan Passchier or sign-up in the foyer.
Adult Sunday Education:  Between February 1st and Palm Sunday (April 5th), please join us for a cup of coffee and a fresh look at the words of the prophet Isaiah.  It has been called the prophetic "reference book" for the New Testament, where it is quoted second only to the Psalms.  Isaiah’s God-given words inspired Jesus, the apostles, Paul and generations of Christians.  Come and learn more about this remarkable work!  We meet at 8:30 Sunday mornings in the library.

Women’s Spiritual Book and Supper Group:  We meet the first Thursday of each month.  However, our next meeting is Thursday: February 5th, at 6:30 pm at the home of Gretchen Hatley in Eagle-Vail.   Our book is “Here if You Need Me” by Kate Braestrup. Let Gretchen know if you are coming and what you can bring towards dinner. Also let Ruth Powers know if you would like to be on the e-mail list. (RuthLPowers@aol.com or 926-9302)
Men’s Bible Study:  This is for early risers!  We meet on Mondays (new day!) at 7 am in Rob’s office at the church. Come  with a  breakfast item  to share,  a taste for strong coffee and study Bible in hand. All men welcome. We are reading Revelation.
Monday Morning Bible Study:  We are meeting in the church library. Gather at 9:15 am.  We are reading through the Bible (again!) and are starting the book of Psalms.  All women are welcome – whether you can come every Monday or just once in a while. 

Worship
The Worship Committee: The committee is a group of people who serve in order to have our services glorify and honor God.  This group is responsible for the nursery, music, special services (e.g. Lent and Advent), communion, sanctuary decorations and all aspects of our worship service.  If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to contact a committee member:      Sandi Agneberg, Sherry Bunting, Dick Gustafson, Laura Howard, Christie Howell, Becky McCauley, Jan Passchier and Kent Petrie.
Greeter Schedule:  Members of the greeter team just need to volunteer once every two months – and we are covered. So check your calendars and HELP!! 


February 1st:
Doris & Rick Beitling



February 8th:
Ella Burnett & Jean Corcoran


February 15th:
Kerry Stamp & __________



February 22nd:  ______________________


March  
1st:        ______________________


Sunday Morning Hospitality: Thanks to all who have served. The hot coffee and snacks are greatly enjoyed.  One change: we will be serving the snacks on a round table in the middle of the foyer. Drinks stay at the kitchen counter.  The round tables are in the coat rack area.  Feel free to call Nancy Wright  949-5885 or ngw@vail.net if you have questions about this new set-up.  Sign-up with a friend and double the fun.


February 1st:  
Jean & Jennie


February 8th:  
_______________________


February 15th:  
_______________________


February 22nd:  Shawn & Allana Smith


March 1st: 
____________________

     
Prayer:  The prayer chain of ERPC lifts in prayer situations given to us in confidence. This is a simple, yet important, way to serve your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable ministry, please contact either Ella Burnett (827-5800), Sandy Smith (476-6427) or Rob.
Congregational Care
Card Corner:  There are few things as heartwarming as receiving an unexpected note.  Let someone know they’re in your prayers by picking up a card from the card box in the front of our church and writing them a note.  A directory with addresses is also in the box.  

Meal supply:  Would you like to help provide meals for fellow friends and members of our church?  Please contact Karen Gilbert to be put on the meal list: karen@gatewayland.com.
Church Birthday Calendar: A church-wide birthday calendar is being created.  If you would like to be listed, send your information (month and day) to Jean Dennison at jeand221@mac.com.

February Birthdays:

Annika Bettenhausen  
2/1
Luke Wilson  

2/5

Audrey Howell   
2/8
Hunter Gilbert   

2/16
Dick Dennison  

2/21
Mike Meehan  

2/23
Ann Rosenwald  
2/25
Ed Lukes  

2/27
Chuck Bunting  

2/28
Evangelism
New Members: If you have any questions about joining ERPC, would like to find out more about the church or want information on future new members classes,  please contact Craig Cormack at ccormack@horizonholding.com or 926 - 9036. 

Loaves and Fishes Cafe: We are off and running with Wednesday night dinners in 2009.   Attendance has been up for the first few weeks of the new year.  We  hope you will consider joining us for dinner.  If you are  looking for a volunteer opportunity, please check the sign-up sheet  in the foyer.  We can always use help with set up, food prep,  serving and clean up.  We also welcome food donations and monetary  donations to help underwrite our expenses.  We are in our sixth year  of operation, if you can believe that!  Thanks to all of you who have  been helping us through the years. You have helped make this program  a success.  There are so many people in our community that appreciate this outreach program.  If you need more  information, contact Don MacLachlan, Sandy Smith, Jean Dennison, or  Martha Petrie.
Buildings and Grounds
The committee generally meets the first Sunday of every month after worship.  For questions related to the building or grounds, contact Tom Powers:  tfpowers77@aol.com or 926-9302.
Small Group Highlights

Soldier Support: Care packages go out as soon as we have enough items to fill a box -  three more went out in January.  Check the display rack on the table  in the foyer to see a list of suggested items to donate and also
find other opportunities to help.  Thanks to those of you who have  shopped for items and donated money to cover postage.   Postage for the flat rate APO boxes just went up to $11.95. From the thank you notes we have received, the military men  and women receiving the packages are most appreciative of the support.

Quilting: Anyone interested in quilting? Join us every Wednesday at 9 AM in the library. (Note new day and time.)  Feel free to join even if you don't sew. We'll create a job for you! Thanks to all who have donated supplies. See Martha Petrie or Barb Kusske if you have questions.

Snowshoe Group:  Our spring/fall cycling group is transitioning  into  a  snowshoe  group  for  the  winter. 
Anyone interested in snowshoeing with good company can call Pastor Rob Wilson at 748 – 0040!
Miscellaneous

Rob’s Hours:  Rob is usually in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. He can be reached at: 748 – 0040 as well as on his cell phone: (970) 688 – 0447.   

NOTE:  Make sure you have the correct e-mail addresses for Rob and the church office:  

Rob: erpcpastor@yahoo.com
office: erpcoffice@yahoo.com
Mailing list: If you want to be on the church mailing list, call the church at 748-0040 and give us your mailing and e-mail address.  

Reminder: If you want to schedule an event at the church please enter it on the office wall calendar.  
Session Highlights, January, 2009

January’s Session meeting included the following:

Youth Ministry: A confirmation class is being organized.

Building & Grounds: Habitat for Humanity has renewed their lease for two years.

Budget & Finance: Morris would like to develop a resource list of church members and regular attendees. Special Guest: Amy Mendes, the outreach coordinator for racial/ethnic ministries for Denver Presbytery presented the possibility of ERPC “nesting: a Spanish language congregation. The purpose of this original meeting was to open a dialogue between Amy and the Session. More meetings will follow. 
Fellowship: Jennie is organizing a team and is looking for team members from a broad age range.

If you have questions or are interested in any of these areas, please see a more detailed summary of the last session meeting on the bulletin board in the church foyer or contact Pastor Rob Wilson.
Coming Soon: New ERPC Website

Our ERPC website is finally ready for development.  If you are knowledgeable about website design and creation and are interested in contributing, please call the church office or send an e-mail to erpcpastor@yahoo.com.
pastor to people, february ‘09 

 “Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Matthew 16:24.    Those were shocking words to their first recipients.  And they should shock us into a spiritual re-awakening as well.  Jesus words are foundational for understanding what Lent can be for you. 
It all begins with an invitation:  “If anyone would come after me…”  The invitation to follow Jesus may be the most democratic invitation we have.  You do not need to be born into a certain caste, be of a certain gender, pay an annual membership fee or possess the right SAT score.  Anyone who desires to follow Christ on the great adventure can come along.  It is that simple.  

The explosion of the Christian church in the first several centuries was due to this radical invitation and how the Holy Spirit spurred people on to receive it.  When people were ready to “follow Jesus” and join the church, they would go through a period of preparation.  This eventually became a 40 day period of prayer, on and off fasting and the examination of one’s spiritual self. These are the roots of what we now practice as Lent.  

Although it is a simple invitation, it does not mean that it is “easy” to be an adventurer following Jesus.  In fact, Jesus makes it clear that it will involve “denying ourselves” and “taking up our cross.”  These are the shocking words that 
make Lent a potentially life changing time.  In Lent, we 

choose to “deny ourselves” something in order to better 
understand that the Christ-led adventure will involve sacrificing our own wills to follow His will.  It helps us understand that the adventure will call us into suffering.  In Pope Benedict’s Christmas eve homily, he stated that the current world disease that is manifesting itself in so many destructive ways is “selfishness.”  Lent is a time to put selfishness to death, in addition to anything else that prevents you from being an adventurer with Jesus.  

And I would be remiss if I did not mention that this cross bearing adventure is well worth it because of where it leads.  We get to follow the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  We get to be in His company and when times get tough we get to let Him lead us through difficult waters.   We celebrate Lent because we know that this great adventure is not a journey that ends in this life, but rather continues into eternity.  

I invite you on the spiritual re-awakening adventure again this year.  Beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 25th at 7:00 am in our sanctuary), continuing through Maundy Thursday with our Last Supper drama and into Good Friday, and finally arriving at the first sunlight of Easter morning.  Lent is more than giving up chocolate or coffee to improve our figures, it can be a new beginning to an eternal adventure.  “Come, deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me.”

Blessings, Rob

Journeying together to know Christ’s love and to make Christ known
witnessing to the heart of

Jesus Christ in the heart of
 the Vail Valley
eagle river presbyterian church  455 nottingham ranch road avon co

po box 4660    avon co  81620    970.748.0040        www.erpc.org     






